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The big street 
light switch-off 

Concerns grow as areas 
plunged into darkness 


Village greets 
royal couple 

Relief for flood-hit Yalding as 
Charles and Camilla visit 


( THE FABIA C C) w 

1 HATCH SE 

includes 15" alloy wheels, \ Wk \ jSjfjl ® 

electric door mirrors, ^ Jr J 

metallic paint and J jHh 

manual air conditioning 

□ Motorline SKODA Medway 

26 Hoath Lane 

Wigmore 

Gillingham 

Kent 

ME8 0SW 

0843 658 9764 

www.motorline.co.uk/skoda 

SKODA 

*Price refers to the SKODA Fabia Hatch SE 1.212V 69PS model in Brilliant Silver metallic and Denim Blue metallic paint with a temporary spare steel wheel only, while stocks last. Available on new retail orders subject to availability before the 31 March 2014. 
Available for over 18s, Retail sales only. Prices and specifications are accurate at time of print. Offer may be varied or withdrawn at anytime and cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer, Model shown is Fabia Hatch SE 1.212V 69PS, 

Official Fuel Consumption in mpg (litres/100km) for the Fabia Hatch SE 1212V 69PS: Urban 38.7 (7.3), Extra Urban 62.8 (4.5), Combined 51.4 (5.5). C0 2 emissions for the Fabia 
Hatch SE 1.212V 69PS 128g/km. Standard EU test figures for comparative purposes and may not reflect real driving results. 







































The best garage 
is a safe one 



Security, convenience & reliability 


When it comes to remote controlled 
rolling garage door systems, Essati is a 
leader in innovation and quality. 

Since 1995 Essati has been an inventive roller 
shutter garage door company catering for the 
needs of the residential market place. 


In 2006 Essati introduced the insulated aluminium 
rolling garage door system, a sleek and beautiful 
modern rollerdoor of superior quality, conveniently 
operated by a small hand held key fob. This 
system combines security, convenience and 
reliability, with a beautiful stylish door of infinity, 
and it's completely maintenance free! 


ESSATI 


www.essatigaragedoors.co.uk 
01622 765993 


Remote controlled insulated aluminium rolling garage door 
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Our lust for houses 
continues to shape 
our lush landscape 


AS A nation we quite often get rather 
obsessed about housing - where it’s 
built, where it’s planned for, and, 
perhaps most regularly, how much is 
ours worth? 

All of which means that this week 
has been a rather fascinating one in 
terms of future landscaping of some 
key areas in the county. 

Certainly few had an inkling this 
time last week that George Osborne 
would whet our appetite for his 
Budget by announcing on TV plans 
for a new garden city - for which 
simply read ‘new town’ - in 
Ebbsfleet. 

The concept is certainly 
nothing new for the area, and 
few would argue it makes a 
lot of sense. 

Inside, we take a close 
look at the scheme and some 
of the issues which are sure to 
spark plenty of debate going 
forward. 

Much more of a 
shock - albeit not 
really a surprise 
- was news that 



Manston Airport is staring down the 
barrel of closure. 

It would appear a miracle is in 
order to keep it open, which is 
already leading everyone to leap 
ahead as to what happens next. 

It is, after all, a large site sat 
alongside a newly expanded road 
network. It is hard to imagine there 
isn’t at least someone at Thanet 
District Council who isn’t visualising 
the potential monetary benefits of at 
least part of it becoming an extensive 
site for new housing. It is, after all, 
the obvious option. 

More significantly, its future 
needs to ensure it fulfills the 
wider goals of the east of the 
county, yet built on solid 
i realism and not, as is often 
the case, wild optimism and, 
pardon the pun, flights of 
fancy. We take a look inside at 
just what saw the Manston 
Airport bubble burst 
- it makes for 
fascinating 
reading. Enjoy 
your weekend. 
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Save up to £2,000 with Britelite's fantastic new 

SCRAPPAGE 


SCHEME 


PLUS 


45 % 

OFF 

ALL WINDOWS 
t. THIS SPRING , 


FITTED AS STANDARD 


A Britelite window is the most beautiful addition you can make to your 
home. Britelite windows will even add value to your property when the time 
comes to sell. Save £££'s off your heating bill with our high performance 
Triple Glazed windows. A Britelite window will perfectly complement 
your home and what's more, we fit Triple Glazing as standard. We 
recycle 95% of the windows we remove when fitting our new Triple 
Glazing, which allows us to offer an additional scrappage discount. 

Showrooms throughout the 
South East of England 


Windows, Doors & Conservatories 

V 


list price for orders placed by midnight 30/3/2014. 
Cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer. 


Call 


See website for full addresses 


0800 5070 


Visit our website for a online quote 

www.windows.co.uk 


t Terms & conditions apply. Details available on request. 
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OUT IN FORCE : Lizzy Yarnold had an ‘incredible day’ as people came out to celebrate her gold medal win at the recent Winter Olympics in Sochi 

Hometown out on streets to 
celebrate Lizzy's gold medal 


By Greg Miles 

greg.miles@archant.co.uk 


THOUSANDS lined the streets of 
west Kent on Friday to welcome 
home Winter Olympics golden girl 
Lizzy Yarnold. 

The 25-year-old from West 
Kings down won gold in the 
skeleton event at the Sochi Games 
in Russia last month. 

And to mark her achievement 
there was a special celebratory 
parade through the streets on an 
open-top bus. 

Starting at the offices of Seven- 
oaks District Council, the route 
visited the local shopping centre, 


and a number of schools before 
finishing at West Kingsdown. 

Among the schools was St 
Michael’s in Otford, where she not 
only attended, but where her 
mother still works. 

Headteacher at Riverhead Infant 
School, Heather Powell, started the 
journey on the bus with Miss 
Yarnold before it was cheered on by 
more than 1,000 people at her 
school - many of who greeted the 
bus with chants of ‘Lizzy, Lizzy’. 

“It was so exciting. The children 
were beside themselves,” said Mrs 
Powell. “Lizzy stayed on the bus for 
ten minutes while she was here. If 
she had got off she wouldn’t have 
been able to get back on again. 


“She did come down for a special 
photo with two of the children, 
William and Emily who are in our 
school council and travelled on the 
bus with her.” 

As for the golden girl herself, Mrs 
Powell said: “Lizzy was brimming 
with excitement and immediately 
put the pupils at ease. 

“It is a huge event for Sevenoaks. 
It was so exciting to see the 
number of people that came out for 
it. There were hundreds outside the 
district council office and people 
were lining the roads. 

“Different schools came out to 
support along the way at which 
points the bus slowed down. 

“There were lots of people at key 


points where people came out of 
their offices, at the train station 
and the fire station. Everybody has 
been surprised at how many people 
there have been. 

“It is going to be a day for 
everybody to remember.” 

General manager at the River- 
head Harvester restaurant, Anna 
Rakoczy, said: “There were plenty 
of kids screaming and cheering 
with excitement. 

“People were running after the 
bus as well which was quite funny. 

“Lizzy was really nice and 
smiley.” 

A delighted Miss Yarnold said: 

“It really has been an incredible 
day - I’m so grateful to everyone.” 
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Warning bells ahead of mobile phone theft rise 


POLICE are urging everyone to take extra care of their 
mobile phones ahead of a traditional rise in the number 
being stolen. 

On average 3,000 mobile phones are reported stolen 
to Kent Police each year and spring tends to see an 
increase in the numbers. 

Detective Inspector Susan Smith said: “It takes 
seconds for a thief to strike and by not protecting your 


phone you can allow them easy access to your 
personal information and data, which could also lead 
you to become a victim of fraud. 

“Not only are they often used for work or in 
emergencies but we also access our personal emails 
and save important pictures to the devices.’' 

It is urging everyone to register their phone with 
Immobilise, a national property database. 



Embarrassing blunder 
sees police hit with fine 
over confidential papers 


By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 


KENT Police has been fined 
£100,000 after a host of confidential 
information - including copies of in¬ 
terviews with informants, crime vic¬ 
tims and suspects - were left in the 
basement of a former police station. 

It only came to light when they 
were noticed in the possession of a 
businessman who planned to watch 
them “for entertainment”. 

The fine was imposed by the Infor¬ 
mation Commissioner’s Office. 

It was brought in to investigate 
after the highly sensitive informa¬ 
tion, including records relating back 
to the 1980s, were found at the site 
when the building was vacated in 
July 2009. 

Details of where the find was made 
have not been made public. 

The information was discovered 
when a police officer was visiting a 
business-owner about an unrelated 
matter on November 27, 2012, and 
noticed a pile of tapes with the logo 



RED-FACED: Police are fined 

of Kent Police stuck on them. The 
business-owner confirmed that he 
had found the tapes in the basement 
of the old police station, after pur¬ 
chasing the site two months before, 
and was planning on watching 


them “for entertainment”. The po¬ 
lice service visited the site of the old 
station the next day and recovered 
hundreds of additional documents 
and evidence tapes. 

The ICO’s investigation found that 
Kent Police had no guidance or 
procedures in place to make sure 
personal information was securely 
removed from former premises. 

ICO head of enforcement Stephen 
Eckersley said: “If this information 
had fallen into the wrong hands the 
impact on people’s lives would have 
been enormous and damaging. 

“These tapes and files included ex¬ 
tremely sensitive and confidential 
information relating to individuals, 
many of whom had been involved in 
serious and violent crimes. 

“How a police force could leave 
such information unattended in a 
basement for several years is difficult 
to understand. 

“Ultimately, this breach was a re¬ 
sult of a clear lack of oversight, infor¬ 
mation governance and guidance 
from Kent Police which led to sensi¬ 
tive information being abandoned.” 


DONATION: PCC Ann Barnes 

Sexual assault 
charities get 
PCC cash boost 

POLICE and Crime Commissioner Ann 
Barnes has handed over a £20,000 
grant to two organisations supporting 
victims of rape and sexual assault . 

Both the East Kent Rape Line and 
Family Matters have seen a surge in 
victims seeking support following the 
Jimmy Savile case. 

They will receive £10,000 each. 

Mrs Barnes said: “I am absolutely 
determined to make sure that victims 
are at the heart of the criminal justice 
system. 

“Rape and sexual assault are 
particularly horrendous crimes and 
have a long-term and debilitating effect 
on the victim’s life and on their family’s 
lives as well. 

“It is important that victims are 
referred to the right agency and these 
two charities are working hard to right 
the terrible wrongs done to these 
vulnerable people. 

“I shall be following their progress 
carefully and I urge people to support 
this brilliant work either by becoming a 
volunteer or by donating.” 

Family Matters, based in Gravesend, 
offers conselling and support service for 
child victims and adult surivors of 
sexual abuse. 

The East Kent Rape Line has been 
offering advice for more than 30 years. 


Historic fort's future 
secured by land deal 

A HISTORIC fort built in the 1860s to protect 
Dover Castle has had its future secured thanks to 
an agreement between national land- 
management charity the Land Trust and the 
Homes and Communities Agency (HCA). 

Fort Burgoyne, originally known as Castle Hill 
Fort, was built in 1861 at a cost of £88,053 but was 
never called upon to defend Dover Castle and 
until now has never been accessible to the public. 

However, after the Land Trust took over the site, 
discussions are to get under way with local 
community groups about how to best manage the 
site. 

Operations director Matthew Bradbury said: 

' ‘We’re excited about taking on the ownership of this 
very special site and are keen to work with local 
people to ensure that we preserve the fantastic 
heritage of the fort and help people feel connected to 
and involved with its future. We have lots of exciting 
ideas, but we are very open-minded and looking 
forward to working with the community.’ ’ 


'Sinking mud sucked 
me in up to my thighs' 

A 54-year-old woman who found herself sunk 
thigh-deep in mud off the Kent coast has praised 
emergency teams who rescued her - and warned 
others to avoid making the same mistake. 

Julie-Ann White, from Beltinge, near Heme Bay, 
had been out walking her dog last Sunday 
morning when she found herself sinking in mud at 
Reculver Bay 

She explained: “It all looked fairly firm, so I took 
a couple of steps, which were fine, but then on the 
third step I suddenly started sinking and the more 
I wriggled the worse it got." 

After about 15 minutes of struggling, when she 
had sunk down to the level of her thighs, she 
called 999. 

She said: “I’d been there for about an hour 
altogether and it could have been a lot worse. 
Thankfully I had my phone on me or it’s possible I 
wouldn’t have been spotted because although it 
was a sunny day there didn’t seem to be anyone 
about in that area.’ ’ 


Tragic end to hunt for 
missing father-of-one 

A TWO-week hunt for a man who went missing 
after a night out in Tonbridge ended in tragedy on 
Tuesday when his body was recovered from the 
River Medway 

Father-of-one Kieron Knowlden, 25, had been 
missing since March 1. He was last spotted 
staggering close to the river’s edge on CCTV. 

The body was found at around 6.41am by 
Medway Wharf Road in Tonbridge. 

It sparked a police search of the river and 
nearby waterways. 

However, the discovery of his body prompted 
an angry outburst from his family after they 
learned of the discovery through friends who had 
read local media reports. 

The family say the police should have notified 
them first. 

The police say they had to wait to confirm the 
identity and to ensure the body was removed 
from the scene before any family members 
arrived. 
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agenda 

Kate Bush to tour for 
first time in 35 years 


What will make next week’s headlines... 

Discussions continue on 
future of MyFerryLink 


singer, now 55, last toured in 1979 
but since then has only made the 
rarest of one-off public performances. 

All shows are expected to sell-out 
within minutes. 

The singer-songwriter, whose 
hits include Wuthering Heights, 
Running Up The Hill and Baboosh- 
ka, has established herself as one of 
the nation’s best-loved performers 



despite living a reclusive lifestyle 
that has seen her shun the 
limelight. 

Tickets for the shows, which start 
on August 26, go on sale at 9.30am 
on Friday, March 28. 


UK COMPETITION Commission 
chiefs will this week begin 
working towards making a 
final ruling over claims that 
Eurotunnel has too much of a 
strangehold over cross-Channel 
traffic. 

It comes after it announced 
on Friday that it does have the 
jurisdiction to rule in the case 
of Eurotunnel’s acquisition of 


ferries from the defunct 
SeaFrance. 

It used the vessels to launch 
the MyFerryLink service - a 
move its competitors claim gave 
it the ability to drive prices 
down unfairly given its 
dominance of Channel traffic. 

A previous ruling calling for 
MyFerryLink services to end 
was appealed by Eurotunnel. 


TICKETS will go on sale on Friday 
for the first UK live shows from 
Kent-born Kate Bush for more than 
35 years. 

She will have a at least 15 nights 
at the Hammersmith Apollo in 
London running from August into 
September. 

Born in Welling and raised in East 
Wickham, near Bexleyheath, the 

...also_ 

Diabetes president visit 

THE president of Diabetes UK will be 
visiting Margate on Thursday as part of the 
charity’s 80th anniversary. 

Richard Lane OBE will visit the voluntary 
group, Thanet Diabetes UK. The event 
takes place at Northdown House in 
Northdown Park. It starts at 7pm. 


Quiz Swale health chiefs 

YOU get your chance to question health 
chiefs in Swale on Friday at a special 
question and answer session. 

The one-hour event will be before NHS 
Swale Clinical Commissioning Group’s 
public meeting at Castle Connetions, 
Queenborough. It starts at noon. 


More pain on train line 

COMMUTERS face yet another week of 
frustration - and the threat of plenty more 
to come - after Network Rail confirmed it 
still had no idea when the Hastings to 
Tonbridge line would be reopened. 

The line has been jammed since a 
number of landslips caused by recent rain. 


KCC restructure plans 

REFORM to the top tier structure of Kent 
County Council will be outlined at a full 
council meeting on Thursday. 

Taking place at County Hall, it will 
include the restructuring of its key 
committees. 

The changes will begin on April 1. 



% CLARKES EX-DISPLAY 
off MODEL CLEARANCE 


Aurora Large Sideboard 

Crafted using beautiful European Oak solids and Oak veneers. Soft profile 
and sculpted details. Soft close drawers and doors. Durable matt lacquer 
finish. Solid sculptured handles. Ex showroom model. 

was £1165 


NOW £695 



Coniston 2 Seat Pillow Back Sofa 

Contemporary styled. Pillow-back design. Fully revisable seat and back 
cushions. Complete with 2 arm and 2 scatter cushions. Fully hand tailored 
in a combination of stunning & beautiful soft covers. Ex Showroom model. 

was £945 


NOW £495 



Nolte Sarnia 240cm Sliding Door Robe 

Contemporary 3 door wardrobe. Sliding door for easy access and great 
storage. 2 shelves and 1 hanging rail per wardrobe section. N9 Rejka Oak 
finish with mirror & non-mirror doors. Ex showroom model. 

was £1434 


NOW £859 



Nashville Recliner Corner Group 

Contemporary recliner corner group. Fully hand tailored in luxurious leather. 
Features two manual action recliner end units. 

Ex Showroom model 

was £3634 


NOW £1996 



Bergen Wall System 

Product Dimensions (cm) w 316.5cm x h 197.5cm x d 52cm 
Contemporary wall system. Crafted using Oak solids and veneers. 
Ex showroom model. 


was £3848 


NOW £1687 



Ercol Ravenna Hide Sofa 

Contemporary ‘Ercol’ sofa. Combines comfort and elegant design. 
Beautiful quality show-wood. Fully hand-tailored in luxurious leather. 
Ex Showroom model 

was £2470 


NOW £1494 


Tavistock 2 Door Wardrobe 

Product Dimensions (cm) w 117cm x h 194.2cm x d 61.0cm 
Fabulous 2 door all-hanging wardrobe. Generous Ash frame and relaxed 
styling. Ex Showroom model. 

was £859 


NOW £399 



Ixworth 2 Seater Sofa 

Classically styled 2 seater sofa. Fully revisable seat and back cushions. 

Two matching scatter cushions. Fully hand tailored in stunning & beautiful soft 
cover. Ex Showroom model. 

was £1244 


NOW £736 


PLUS sofas chairs tables sideboards coffee tables beds 
wardrobes chests rugs pictures mirrors etc etc. 

Finishes Sunday 30th March Subject to availability 

Sandling Road, Maidstone 01622 753073 www.clarkesfumishers.co.uk 
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chrysaliscare 

transforming lives 
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COULD YOU 

FOSTER? 


We can provide you with a great opportunity 
to help transform children’s lives 

• You don’t have to be married • You don’t need a spare room and 

•You don’t need to be employed space in your life to help a vulnerable 

•You don’t need a big house child to achieve 


As a Chrysalis Care foster carer you will receive: 

• 24-hour professional support • Comprehensive training 

• Excellent renumeration • Access to a range of children’s services 

• Job satifaction • Retainer fees 


We are also looking for specialist foster carers who can provide a 
home to teenagers, a parent and child, children with disabilities 
and carers who are interested in remand fostering. 

If you are considering becoming a foster carer, or would like to find out 
more about us, Please Call: 020-8298 2800 
or visit our website: www.chrysaliscarefostering.org 
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IN THE BALANCE: Is this the end for Thanet’s 'international’ airport? Despite repeated attempts, trying to make it profitable seems mission impossible 

Is latest financial tailspin 
end for Manston Airport? 


After hoped for deals with Ryanair and 
BA fell through, airport’s owner Ann 
Gloag has admitted defeat. So what 
happens now? Chris Britcher reports 


T HE PROPOSED closure 
of Manston Airport an¬ 
nounced this week may 
have come as a shock, but 
deep down few will con¬ 
sider it truly a surprise. 

Staff were summoned on Wednes¬ 
day to be told that rather than the 
bright new dawn promised by new 
owner Ann Gloag, the reality was a 
big dark storm cloud. 

The meeting triggered the start of a 
45-day consultation period at the end 
of which it would appear highly likely 
the doors will slam shut on the airport. 

It is hard to see, given its history, 
quite how, or who, will open it again. 

For the 150 staff employed on the 
site - the majority of whom are part- 
time - their jobs appear to be hanging 
by a particularly thin thread. 

In many ways Ms Gloag was per¬ 
haps its best chance of survival. 

Here was someone with pots of 
money - she was one of the founders 
of the hugely successful Stagecoach 
travel company - good contacts and 
reputation in the travel industry, and 
a clear desire to turn the airport’s 
fortunes around. 

She bagged herself Manston for a 
mere £1 - along with several hun¬ 
dred thousand pounds of debt - from 
previous owner Infratil. 

It had put the airfield on the market 
back in March 2012, and had to wait 
nearly 18 months before it finally 
snagged a buyer. 

That in itself, perhaps, should have 
sounded sufficient alarm bells. 

Just moments after the ink dried on 
the contract last November, Ms Gloag 
announced Alastair Welch would be 
joining the board. 

Known as a turn-around special¬ 
ist, he had worked his magic on 
Stansted and most notably at 
Southend in recent years, taking 
the Essex airport from bit player 


to regional force to be reckoned with. 

But it would appear even he couldn’t 
plot a route into calmer waters. 

According to industry insiders - 
and supported by comments made 
this week by local MP Sir Roger Gale 
- the anticipated new dawn was built 
on two main planks. It certainly ex¬ 
plained initial optimism. 

The first was that Ms Gloag had held 
fruitful discussions with senior execu¬ 
tives from budget airline Ryanair - ex¬ 
actly the sort of popular carrier every¬ 
one had acknowledged could finally 
put Manston on the map. 

Ryanair had appeared to hint it 
would be interested in running sev¬ 
eral routes via the airport. 

In addition, there had been hopes 
of securing a deal for freight from 
British Airways. 

However, just as the house of cards 
was beginning to stack up to a bright¬ 
er future, things started to collapse. 

First, a profit warning from Rya¬ 
nair meant any expansion plans it 
may have had saw the brakes applied. 

A further, near fatal blow, was 
when dreams of clinching the BA 
deal were lost too. 

As a consequence, the airport may 
have been a victim of dire timing, 
but its position was largely 
unchanged. 

Even Mr Welch was unable to 
magic up a solution. 

When Ms Gloag - who has not 
granted a single interview during her 
time at the airport - took over she is¬ 


sued a statement which said: “I be¬ 
lieve there is real potential for growth 
that has not been fully captured. 

“Having worked in the transport 
industry for over 30 years, I believe I 
am very well placed to help maximise 
opportunities for both freight and 
passengers at Manston.” 

She did, however, admit it was a 
loss-making airport. 

And if the rumours are to be be¬ 
lieved, that loss was many thousands 
of pounds each and every day. 

In short, it became unsustainable 

- especially as the hoped for contracts 
found themselves disappearing in a 
puff of smoke. 

Even the one commercial flight 
operation Manston did host - KLM’s 
daily shuttle service to Amsterdam - 
was clearly not the runaway success 
it needed to redeem its reputation, 
after a string of other passenger 
routes had fallen by the wayside in 
recent years. 

Constant requests to gauge interest 
levels, to get a sense of how successful 

- or otherwise - the route was were 
constantly turned down by an air¬ 
port which, instead, only ever insist¬ 
ed there was never a cloud in the 
sky... even if everyone else could see 
the sky turning black. 

Not that it was a lone voice in mind¬ 
less optimism - Manston had been 
cited as the catalyst for a commercial 
rebirth of east Kent for a generation. 

Its ability to create jobs and link the 
county with international destina¬ 


tions was seen as a key cog in the me¬ 
chanics of making an often under 
performing part of the county hit the 
accelerator. 

Despite the public funding - even 
Kent County Council ploughed six- 
figure sums into two doomed com¬ 
mercial ventures in recent years - 
and vocal support of its leaders and 
local politicians, Manston has never 
proved capable of standing on its own 
self-sustaining feet since it morphed 
from RAF Manston into Kent Inter¬ 
national Airport in 1989. 

There remains the chance that, 
within 45 days, a great idea or ap¬ 
proach will be made which will save it 
from closure. 

It is hard, however, given its histo¬ 
ry, given the economic situation, to 
see just what that might be. 

Which raises the entirely different 
issue of just what is to become of an 
airport which sits alongside nice new 
link roads and upon which a host of 
other plans hung. 

That debate is likely to rage over 
the coming months. 

What happens next? 

ALL involved in the process say they 
are obliged to keep silent on the pro¬ 
posals to close the airport while the 
45-day consultation period takes place. 

This is the minimum legal require¬ 
ment for a company when faced with 
making 100 or more redundancies. 

As with all such consultation peri¬ 
ods, staff will be invited to put for¬ 
ward new proposals or suggestions 
which could ensure the airport can 
continue. 

As a consequence, Manston’s own¬ 
ers would be acting unfairly to staff 
by making any public comment - or 
suggesting the decision to close is a 
foregone conclusion. 


“FOLLOWING a meeting with 
staff at Manston Airport on 
Wednesday, March 19, we can 
confirm we have commenced 
a process of consultation over 
the possible orderly closure of 
the airport. 

“No further comment will 
be made until the consultation 
period with staff has been 
concluded.” 

Manston Airport 


“NOBODY should pretend 
this is anything other than 
unwelcome news. 

“The expectation was that 
the new owner would give 
the operation at least two 
years in which to seek to 
attract new business and 
investment. 

“It appears the failure to 
win business from Ryanair, 
following that company's 
profits warning, and the 
failure to secure new freight 
traffic from British Airways 
has led to losses Ann Gloag 
regards as unsustainable. 

“Simply smothering the 
area in housing or industrial 
sheds is not, for me, an option 
and I shall not support any 
proposed development that 
does not accommodate the 
environmental needs and the 
heritage of Thanet.” 

Sir Roger Gale, 
Thanet North MP 


“WE are going to wait for the 
consultation to take place 
before making any comment. 

“The situation is currently 
not in our hands.” 

Airline operator KLM 


“THIS is potentially a 
devastating blow to the local 
economy with the potential 
loss of direct and indirect 
employment in Thanet. 

“The council has been 
clear that it has supported 
the future development of the 
airport. 

“We have worked with 
operators to ensure the 
economic benefits to the 
district could be maximised, 
including the council’s direct 
port of entry service, and 
therefore this is very 
disappointing news.” 

Clive Hart, leader, 
Thanet District Council 


“THE news Manston Airport 
may close is both horrifying 
and ridiculous. 

“Horrifying because of the 
loss of hundreds of jobs in east 
Kent. Ridiculous, because of 
the lost potential of the airport. 

“Everyone agrees there is a 
desperate lack of further 
airport facilities close to 
London, with the London 
airports working at their 
maximum capacity. 

“Yet, just over an hour from 
London, is the massively- 
underused Manston Airport, 
which can take the largest 
planes that exist.” 

Nicholas Reed, Why Not 
Manston? campaign group 
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Mothering Sunday 

Afternoon Tea 

At port Lympne Mansion hotel 



Delve into a delicious selection of freshly cut sandwiches, 
nestled beside a selection of homemade cakes and pastries 
including freshly baked scones, jam and clotted cream, all 
served with a choice of freshly brewed fair-trade coffee and teas* 




« i: 
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How getting back in the black is 
leaving many in fear of the dark 


KCC hopes cutting the time our street lights are on will help 
slash its costs but many now fear it will simply increase 
crime and reduce public safety as Chris Murphy finds out... 


I T WAS designed to save the 
cash-strapped county council 
millions of pounds, but critics 
are queuing up over its contro¬ 
versial decision to switch off 
street lights during the night. 

Amid claims of a lack of consulta¬ 
tion with local communities, individ¬ 
uals and groups are growing increas¬ 
ingly anxious of the decision to 
switch certain lamps off. 

Among the concerned are those 
feeling it increases the fear of crime 
and shift-workers, who now find 
themselves walking home in the 
dark. 

In Folkestone, a parish councillor 
is livid that local people have simply 
not been properly consulted over 
swathes of street lighting that is be¬ 
ing turned off between midnight and 
5.30am. 

Tim Prater told us: “Kent County 
Council is letting these people down 
badly.” 

But the county council insist it is a 
sound measure, that consultations 
were carried out, and that it made 
judgements on which streets to 
switch off in consultation with the 
likes of the police. 

It’s year-long trial is currently be¬ 
ing rolled out across the county. 


Just like homeowners battling to 
keep up with massive electricity bills 
that seem to keep growing rapidly 
with large annual increases, so too 
are councils. 

KCC said it has around 120,000 
street lights; 14,000 signs and 5,500 
bollards, all requiring electricity to 
power them. 

The street lights on motorways and 
trunk roads are looked after by the 
Highways Agency. 

The cost to KCC tax payers is huge 
- the energy used to light Kent’s 
streets next year will cost £6.4 mil¬ 
lion and will produce 29,000 tonnes 
of carbon emissions. 

Switching some off will save large 
amounts of cash, something councils 
across the UK are having to do to keep 
up with demands by central govern¬ 
ment to make major spending cuts. 

KCC has already been working on 
the problem of street lighting costs for 
the past two years where it has al¬ 


ready replaced 3,441 failing lamps 
with energy efficient ones and even 
adjusted the timers so lights come on 
later and go off earlier. They are also 
dimmed at predetermined times. 

Added up, these dabblings to re¬ 
duce energy costs has cuts its bill by 
£130,000 annually. 

But more has to be done - so earlier 
this year a number were selected for 
switch-off during the night. 

There are exceptions where lighting 
will be left as it is, like town centres, 
important traffic routes, where police 
say there may be a danger of crime, 
subways, pedestrian crossings and 
where there are road safety concerns. 

But locals are becoming increas¬ 
ingly concerned. 

Angela George represents White Oak 
on Swanley Town Council, one of the 
largest areas in the county where many 
of the lights have gone ‘part time’. 

She told us: “I am getting a lot of 
residents complaining to me about 


their lights going out. They do not feel 
safe at night, and in some roads car 
tyres have been slashed and the cars 
vandalised. 

“People are saying they just can’t 
see as they walk the streets at night, 
either going out, or coming home 
from night shifts. 

“The area around the railway sta¬ 
tion is badly affected. They are scared 
for their safety because they are wor¬ 
ried muggers can be lurking where 
they can’t be seen - they are terrified 
someone may be there with a knife. 

“They are genuinely scared. Many 
of the streets around here are in dark¬ 
ness during the night. People are 
worried about the security of their 
properties. 

“I have been at town council meet¬ 
ings when residents have come along 
and voiced their grievances about 
what Kent County Council has done. 
Some of them say they were told there 
was a public consultation, but the lo¬ 


cals say they didn’t know about it. 

“They were also told KCC is not re¬ 
sponsible for the safety of their prop¬ 
erty, which was also a big worry for 
them. I am sure that is right, but it 
doesn’t help people when the street 
lights are turned out and their prop¬ 
erties are left in darkness and more 
vulnerable. 

“I know they are saving money, but 
I feel public safety is more important.” 

T im Prater sits on the parish 
council at Sandgate, just out¬ 
side Folkestone. He says 
lights there were switched off 
just two weeks after asking for public 
opinion. 

He told us: “That was just shocking 
and is not consultation and is not tak¬ 
ing into account what local people say. 

“Some of the schemes are just not 
suitable, and many more lights are 
going out in a couple of months. I un¬ 
derstand some 70 per cent of our 
lights will soon be out. 

“There are some areas where that 
is absolutely fine and there will be 
people who will quite like it. But there 
are very few people in Folkestone who 
are even aware it is coming. 
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SUPPORT: The royal couple met locals and businesses to see how they coped during floods 


Charles and Camilla pay visit 
to flood-hit victims of Yalding 


HUNDREDS of people turned out on the 
streets of Yalding this week to welcome 
Prince Charles and his wife Camilla. 

The royal couple were making a special 
visit to meet locals and businesses to see 
how they had coped after the recent floods. 

The village, near Maidstone, was flooded 
on Christmas Eve and then struggled to 
recover after relentless rain caused nearby 
rivers to top their banks. 

The Prince of Wales and Duchess of 
Cornwall arrived at the St Peter’s and St 
Paul’s Church in the High Street before 
meeting residents, local schoolchildren and 
business figures. 


Among those the pair met were repre¬ 
sentatives from Community Resilience, a 
business emergency recovery group 
associated with one of the prince’s charities. 

His Royal Highness also met a number of 
small business owners, including the 
proprietors of Orchard View Classic Garage 
who specialise in restoring classic cars, 
some of which were flooded and are now 
undergoing a specialist drying process. 

Prince Charles is not the first VIP to visit 
the village since the floods. 

In December, Prime Minister David 
Cameron paid a flying visit to reassure local 
residents of the government’s support. 
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“People will be getting off their bus 
and finding themselves in the dark. 
Crime will be a problem and with the 
state of the paths, finding their feet 
will be difficult.” 

Alain Lewis, a Labour member for 
Southborough on Tunbridge Wells 
Borough Council, is dismayed most of 
his area will be in darkness. 

He told us: “I am no big fan of this 
policy because I believe street lights 
make a place look more attractive. 

“But one mother came to me wor¬ 
ried her young daughter would be at 
risk because she goes off to work at 
5am, half an hour before the lights 
come on. 

“There is also the safety for pedestri¬ 
ans trying to dodge all the holes with 
no lights to show where they are. I am 
wondering if this is all going to turn 
out to be a bit of a false economy with 
the number of claims there could be 
from people injuring themselves. 

“I understand rural areas won’t 
need a lot of lighting, but not large ar¬ 
eas of residential homes.” 

Night staff and shift-workers are 
alarmed at blacked-out out areas in 
Kennington, in Ashford. 

Several have told the Kennington 
Community Forum they fear for their 
safety. A nurse who works at the Wil¬ 
liam Harvey Hospital said she was 
afraid every time she leaves her house 
that someone could be someone hid¬ 
ing in the dark. 

KCC defended its ‘Safe and Sensible 
Street Lighting’ plan saying it was 
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backed by 75 per cent of residents 
who took part in a consultation that 
actually lasted three months. Some 
four per cent wanted it to start before 
midnight. 

When completely rolled out, it will 
have stopped lighting to around 60 

kk Our approach is 
we don’t need to light 
street lamps when they 
are not being used - 
after all you don’t leave 
your lights on at home 
when you go to bed ff 


David Brazier, 

Environment member KCC 


per cent of Kent’s 120,000 lights be¬ 
tween midnight and 5.30am knock¬ 
ing around £1 million off the fuel bill. 
It will also cut carbon emissions by 
5,000 tonnes a year and reduce light 
pollution. 

O ver six months, starting in 
December, engineers start¬ 
ed in Tunbridge Wells to 
“adjust lights”, followed by 
Sevenoaks, Tonbridge and Mailing, 
and Ashford. Dartford and Grave- 
sham are next. 

David Brazier, KCC cabinet member 
for transport and environment, said: 
“We consulted widely on this, and it’s 
obvious there is support for the idea of 
reducing energy use and for the hours 
we will part-night light. There was 
also support for the criteria we use to 
select lights for part-night lighting. 

“Our approach has always been a 
common sense one - we don’t need to 


light street lamps when they are not 
being used, after all you don’t leave 
your lights on at home when you go 
to bed. There are a considerable 
number of lights that will be switched 
off after midnight. 

“Initially, residents may be con¬ 
cerned that they are not working and 
we would ask them to check whether 
they are part of the part-night lighting 
stock by logging on to our website.” 

Engineers will also turn off com¬ 
pletely around 2,500 lights on a trial 
basis for one year. These are lights 
that would not have been installed if 
the road were being built today and 
these areas will be monitored for safe¬ 
ty or crime levels. 

If required, lights in areas of genu¬ 
ine concern will be switched back on. 

The county council said it dis¬ 
cussed the proposals with Kent Po¬ 
lice, the Kent Association of Local 
Councils, and all 12 joint transporta¬ 


tion boards, where local councillors 
discuss transport issues. 

The plan has also got the backing of 
the Royal Society for the Prevention 
of Accidents and the Institute of Ad¬ 
vanced Motorists 

Neil Greig, director of policy and re¬ 
search at the motoring group, said: 
“The key advantage is KCC’s willing¬ 
ness to be flexible and undertake on¬ 
going analysis of accident rates and 
public opinion so lights needed for 
safety reasons, both road and person¬ 
al, can be switched back on again. 

“The KCC policy seems a sensible 
and measured approach to this issue 
and we would be happy to endorse it 
as best practice.” 

And Kevin Clinton, head of road 
safety at the Royal Society for the Pre¬ 
vention of Accidents, added: “We un¬ 
derstand why local authorities are 
considering switching off street lights 
in order to reduce costs and emis¬ 
sions, but of course, everything must 
be done to ensure this does not in¬ 
crease accidents. 

“We are pleased Kent is taking a 
cautious approach, including careful 
assessment of when and where they 
could do this without risking an in¬ 
crease in casualties, and consulting 
residents and police. We also wel¬ 
come its commitment to reverse the 
decision at sites where safety problems 
are found to arise as a result.” 

■ What do you think? Join the 
debate. Write to: The Editor, KoS, 
Apple Barn, Hythe Road, Smeeth, 
Ashford TN25 6SS or email editori- 
al@kosmedia.co.uk. 
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Established 1981 


Over 55,000 customers! 



Limited 


Introducing the... 

Supa Diamond 

A rated, ANY size, ANY number 
of openers, White UPVC 

DOUBLE GLAZED 

4 WINDOWS 

£1,440 & 

5 WINDOWS 

£1,800a r 

6 WINDOWS 

£2,160 r® v«t 

~W WINDOWS 


Our Sale Now On! 

...Kent's leading double glazing manufacturer 


4 WINDOWS 

£1,440£?, 

5 WINDOWS 

£1,800 i&$« T 

6 WINDOWS 

£2,160,®?. 

7 WINDOWS 

£2,520 

TRIPLE GLAZED 

4 WINDOWS 

£1,800i£*L 

5 WINDOWS 

£2,250 

6 WINDOWS 

£2,700" 

7 WINDOWS 

£3.150®?,, 



-OO 

inc VAT 


-OO 

inc VAT 


» ■ jwwW inc \ 

WINDOWS 


.OO 

inc VAT 


WINDOWS 

£2,700" 

WINDOWS 

£3,150?®, 


Celebrating over 33 years 
of beautiful windows... 
Guaranteed 

Finance available subject 
to status, written quotations 
available on request. 


All inclusive of fitting, survey, guarantee & includes 
Pilkington Energikare saving glass. Did you know triple glazing 
only saves an extra 0.5% on average which is about £3 per year. 

The choice is yours! 







Pilkington Optiwhite™ (outer pane) 
Argon gas filling with warm edge spacer 
Pilkington K Glass™ OW (inner pane) 

A Rated Windows 




Don’t just 
glaze it, 

Supaglaze it! 

All of our installers are CRB checked. 


Hurry! 

Offers end 
1st 
April 


r 


AS HEARD ON heart 

103.1 1028 


Profile: BS7950 BS7413 

Door Lock: BS3621 
Toughened Glass: 

BSEN12150-1 


Knight Road, Strood (opposite Morrisons) I- 

Oi R3A 9QJ fiQfi Open 6 days a week v bseni 2 iso-i 

w 1 WWW Monday-Saturday 9am-5pm Factory awarded British Safety Council Safety Award: Every Year Since 1984 

2 Roman Square Sittingbourne 01795422 877 Head office and factories at Deacon Trading Centre, Knight Road, Strood. | 

13 Lowfield Street, Dartford 01322290525 www.supaglazing.com S 
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MASSIVE CLEARANCE! 
UNREPEATABLE PRICES! 
NEVER TO BE FOUND ANYWHERE! 



Here is a sample of the discounts we have on hundreds of items: 


CODE 

PRODUCT 

OUR PRICE 

RRP 

ACCESSORIES 

ASNC06 Medium Towel Rail Chr 

£15.00 

£98.00 

ATC08 

Glass Shelf Chrome 

£15.00 

£87.00 

BATHS 

BVRDWOO 

Vermont Double Ended 1800x800 

£135.00 

£461.00 

BVRWOO 

Vermont Single Ended 1700x750 

£125.00 

£346.00 

FURNITURE 

FFGP20 

500 wide Drawer Unit Gloss Plum 

£75.00 

£401.00 

FF034 

700 Drawer Unit Light Oak 

£75.00 

£456.00 

FF056 

500 wide Vanity Light Oak 

£50.00 

£373.00 

POTTERY 

PCPW161 

Caprieeze Lrg Quadrant Corner Basin 

£30.00 

£186.78 

PDBVWOO 

Danube Vessel Basin White 

£50.00 

£439.00 

PNVWOO 

Nile Vessel Basin Freestanding 

£50.00 

£329.00 

PVENW361 

Venice Semi Recessed Basin White 

£50.00 

£329.00 

PZW07 

Zaar Cloak Basin 

£25.00 

£141.96 

PZWR15 

Zaar R/h Basin Right or Left Handed 

£25.00 

£172.60 

SHOWERS 

SDPCP70 

Unity 760 Pivot Door 

£70.00 

£469.56 

SDPCP80 

Unity 800 Pivot Door 

£70.00 

£469.56 

SNHC05 

Exposed Dual Shower Unit 

£60.00 

£397.20 

SSBC04 

Duo Body Jet per pair 

£15.00 

£102.13 

STDWL071 

1200x900 Quadrant Delx Shower 

£70.00 

£459.13 

SVDR900 

900 Hinged Shower Door 

£90.00 

£449.36 

SVRC04 

No 2 Flexi Kit 

£15.00 

£48.00 

TAPS 

TGA07 OG 

Granley Deck Bathfill Gold 

£50.00 

£324.00 

THA01 OG 

Victorian Bath Tap Gold 

£20.00 

£127.00 

THA05 OG 

Victorian Bidet Mixer Gold 

£30.00 

£204.00 

TSFC04 

Single Lever Basin Mixer 

£26.00 

£126.26 

TTOCOO 

Pair Chrome Basin Taps 

£20.00 

£133.79 

TTOCOI 

Pair Chrome Bath Taps 

£25.00 

£156.25 

TVCR04 

Vermont Basin Mono PUW 

£50.00 

£135.00 


All prices Include VAT 

UNBEATABLE PRICES ON QUALITY BATHROOM 
EQUIPMENT 

Visit our showrooms or enquire TODAY! 


4 Third Avenue, Chatham, Kent ME5 OAD 
T: 01634 813813 I E: sales@morrisandturner.co.uk 

www.morrisandturner.co.uk 


Chatham Branch Opening Hours: 08:30 - 17:00 Monday - Friday 
09:00- 17:00 Saturday I Sunday - Sorry Closed 

Outlet Branch at Dockside Outlet, Chatham ME4 3ED (01634) 891524 
Opening Hours: 10:00 - 18:00 Monday - Wednesday I 10:00 - 19:00 
Thursday - Friday 10:00- 18:00 Saturday I 11:00 - 17:00 Sunday 
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Just what will 
grow after the 
seeds of garden 
city planted? 

Delight and concern as George Osborne unveils 
£200m regeneration plans, reports Sarah Linney 


T HE county has seen some unexpect¬ 
ed announcements in its time, but 
the bombshell dropped by George 
Osborne on a live TV show last week¬ 
end left many with shellshock. 
Appearing on BBCl’s popular The Andrew 
Marr Show, the chancellor revealed, just three 
days before he presented his Budget to the na¬ 
tion, that he had a garden city up his sleeve. 
And it was coming to Kent. 

To the surprise of those watching he revealed 
the Government would invest £200 million in 
an environmentally-friendly garden city at 
Ebbsfleet, to house between 23,000 and 34,000 
people. 

“There is land available,” he said, “there is 
fantastic infrastructure with the high-speed 
line and it’s on the river.” 

Addressing the House of Commons on 
Wednesday as part of his Budget speech, he add¬ 
ed: “In the south east where the pressure is 
greatest we’re going to build new homes in 
Barking Riverside, regenerate Brent Cross, and 
build the first new garden city in almost 100 
years at Ebbsfleet. 

“We’re going to build 15,000 homes there, 
put in the infrastructure, set up the 
development corporation and make it happen.” 

Certainly Ebbsfleet is well positioned for such 
an ambitious programme. Certainly more so 
than flood-prone Yalding which was touted - 
apparently out of thin air - earlier this year. 

Courtesy of the high-speed line Ebbsfleet is 
mere minutes away from the centre of London, 
the M2 5 and A2 are on its doorstep and there’s 
still the countryside of Kent surrounding it. 

There’s even the hotly anticipated Paramount 
Park scheme for just down the road in 
Swanscombe, which promises a multi-billion 
pound international tourist attraction and 
more than 20,000 jobs. 

But its attractions have not gone unnoticed in 
the past. 

Development of the area has been failing to 
get off the ground for years. 

International rail services have been running 


We’re going to build the first new 
garden city in almost 100 years at Ebbs¬ 
fleet. We’re going to build 15,000 homes 
there, put in infrastructure, set up the 
development corporation and 
make it happen... j j 


at the station since 2007 and domestic rail 
services since 2009. Proposals to build on the 
surrounding land were mooted as far back 
as 1996, and planning permission for 7,500 
homes on the Eastern Quarry site was granted 
in 2007. 

Yet only a few hundred homes have been 
built. 

Land Securities, which owns the Eastern 
Quarry, says 150 houses are being built there at 
the moment and it is close to doing a deal with a 
second developer. 

The company added: “Government support 
will be vital in delivering a garden city quickly. 
Significant further investment is needed and 
the new arrangements should make it easier, 
quicker and cheaper.” 

The new arrangements include the creation 
of what the government calls an urban develop¬ 
ment corporation, to oversee the project and 
speed things up. Or, in the words of the Local 
Government Association, “a quango”. 

The corporation, which would be brought 
into being by an act of parliament, will have the 
power to make a compulsory purchase order on 
the land if it needs to force the development 
through. 

But Sir Merrick Cockell, chairman of the LG A, 
said such a body was unnecessary when 
democratically elected councils already existed. 

“People will be concerned that an unelected 
body could have the power to make decisions 
about investment, planning, development and 
possibly even local transport,” he said. 

“These decisions should be taken by 
councils.” 


Chancellor George Osborne, 

Speaking during the Budget 
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GATEWAY TO HOUSING? For some the scheme can’t come soon enough, while others fear for the area’s future 


G ravesham Borough 
Council leader John Bur¬ 
den called for more infor¬ 
mation on exactly what 
role the corporation 

would play. 

“In the absence of hard informa¬ 
tion on its role it is difficult to assess 
the arguments,” the Labour leader 
said. 

“We look forward to discussions 
with the government so we may as¬ 
sess the effects an accelerated devel¬ 
opment would have on Gravesend, 
the Paramount resort scheme and 
the wider borough. 

“I hope these discussions can take 
place very soon as the lack of infor¬ 
mation so far is galling given the im¬ 
portance of the project. 

“The scheme appears to have been 
mired for a decade, the developer ap¬ 
parently being caught by the eco¬ 
nomic recession.” 

However, the plans were welcomed 
by Dartford MP Gareth Johnson. 

“The Ebbsfleet Valley has been a 
source of great frustration for many 
years. Despite the efforts of the coun¬ 
cil and central government, we’ve 
never got the development we want to 
see in the area,” he said. 

“This should at least kick start 
progress. We have £200 million of 
government money behind us which 
wasn’t there before. 

“It will create thousands of jobs, as 
well as alleviating pressure on exist¬ 
ing houses, and I think it will be a re¬ 
ally good place for people to live in. 
I’m excited.” 

He said he did not think the corpo¬ 
ration would interfere with the nor¬ 
mal workings of councils. 

“Planning permission would be 
granted in the normal way. The cor¬ 


poration is there to kick-start the 
building,” Mr Johnson said. 

“This is not something we want im¬ 
posed on people. I want local people 
to be able to input their ideas and 
concerns.” 

The plans were derided by National 
Trust chairman Simon Jenkins as “a 
joke”. 

“It is to comprise just 15,000 hous¬ 
es. To call this a garden city is satire,” 
Mr Jenkins said. 

“Ebbsfleet is nothing but the ghost¬ 


ly stopping point on the high-speed 
line from St Pancras to France. Hard¬ 
ly anyone gets on or off. 

“It deserves to rank among the 
great failures of central command 
planning. Rather than ask why, Os¬ 
borne appears intent on bailing out 
the local developers.” 

However, Dartford council leader 
Jeremy Kite said he was “very happy 
indeed” about the plans. 

“It’s a huge regeneration opportu¬ 
nity for the area,” he said. 


“The quality of the housing is a key 
issue. I want to see a proper city, with 
proper standards for housing. Houses 
with gardens, green spaces and a 
mixture of prices - it mustn’t just be 
for the wealthy. 

“And I want to see a relatively low, 
dignified density of houses. I don’t 
want to cram people into rabbit 
hutches. People want houses with 
space. 

“We have to make sure there are 
new roads, that the water supply is 


kk It is to comprise just 
15,000 houses. To call 
this a garden city is 
satire. Ebbsfleet is 
nothing but the ghostly 
stopping point on the 
high-speed line... H 


Simon Jenkins, 

National Trust chairman 

right, that flooding issues are dealt 
with, that there are parks, nurseries, 
churches, village halls, shops, social 
areas and play areas. We don’t want a 
dormitory town.” 

He echoed Mr Johnson’s view that 
the urban development corporation 
would not stop people from having a 
say in the plans. 

“I believe the corporation will deal 
with technical decisions behind the 
scenes,” Cllr Kite said. 

“I have been told it won’t bypass the 
council - everything I am hearing 
from ministers at the moment is that 
that’s not what’s going to happen - 
and I think people will be surprised at 
how much involvement with local 
people there is. 

“There was relatively little opposi¬ 
tion to the 7,500 homes and everyone 
is in favour of the Paramount theme 
park. People have been consulted 
throughout the planning and it 
wasn’t close, people genuinely 
thought this was a good idea. 

“What we are saying is that this is a 
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GARDEN CITIES: WHAT ARE THEY? 


priority. We are not going to cut any 
corners but we can’t afford any 
delay.” 

Rather than criticising past fail¬ 
ures, people should focus on making 
a success of the proposals now, Cllr 
Kite added. 

“Some people are saying it’s too 
little too late, but let’s get on and do 
our best. If we don’t get started, we 
won’t succeed,” he said. 

“We need to make this happen. 
There are families who need houses, 
and people who need to move up the 
ladder and provide for their growing 
families. 

“This may not solve the entire 
housing problem but it will go a long 
way to solving ours. The area is 
crying out for something to go there. 

“I want us to have something we 
are proud of, so that future genera¬ 
tions will say ‘what a great job they 
did’. I am an optimist and I hope we 
can build something really special.” 

London Resort Company Holdings, 
the company behind the London 
Paramount Entertainment Resort 
planned for Swanscombe, also 
welcomed the plans. 

“We believe this will help to 
consolidate the exciting vision for the 
area,” the company said in a 
statement. 

“We continue to develop our 
proposals and look forward to talking 
with the local community when we 
are in more of a position to share the 
detail.” 

■ What do you think of the propos¬ 
als? Join the debate. Share your 
views by writing to: The Editor, KoS, 
Apple Barn, Hythe Road, Smeeth, 
Ashford TN25 6SS. 


THE concept of garden cities was developed 
by the social reformer Sir Ebenezer Howard in 
response to overcrowding, pollution and 
squalid living conditions in Victorian cities. 

In a book in 1898, Sir Ebenezer set out his 
vision of cities of 30,000 people surrounded by 
agricultural land and countryside. The idea 
was that they would combine urban life with 
access to nature and separate housing from 
industry. 

The cities would feature a central park, 
which would be ringed by a glass shopping 
arcade. Beyond that would be houses and 
schools, with factories and other buildings on 
the edge. 


When a city became full, another would be 
developed nearby. 

Sir Ebenezer founded the Garden Cities 
Association, later the Town and Country 
Planning Association, in 1899 and the building 
of garden cities Letchworth and Welwyn 
followed in the early 20th century. 

His ideas have been influential across the 
world, in countries including the USA, Peru, 
Australia and Israel. 

Perhaps Milton Keynes, built in 1967 and 
pictured above, is the most famous recent town 
inspired by the garden city concept. 

Under the plans for Ebbsfleet’s Eastern 
Valley, the 7,500 homes are divided into 


villages, each with a centre. Schools, shops, 
community and leisure facilities, open spaces 
and offices are included in the plans. 

The villages are designed to be environ¬ 
mentally friendly and conducive to the use of 
public transport. They will benefit from 
‘fastrack’ buses, which have special routes on 
which only they are allowed to run, to make 
them quicker and more reliable. 

The countryside in the area will be protected 
under the proposals, which involve develop¬ 
ment only on brownfield sites. 

Don’t expect anything overnight, however. 
The time frame is said to be between ten to 20 
years for completion. 



Serviced Offices at the White House, Gravesend 


Having undergone refurbishment, F M Conway is pleased to offer, for short or long term let, fully serviced offices 
located in the White House, Clifton Marine Parade, Gravesend. Offices range from 124sqft to 400 sqft with some 
affording views over the River Thames. Free on-site parking and close proximity to the town centre and Gravesend 
railway station. The Offices offer an ideal opportunity for a start up or expanding small business. 

Offices come with full telecommunications, including high speed broadband and facsimile service. There is a 
staffed reception with telephone answering service and shared kitchen facilities - all for a fixed monthly rental fee. 

Meeting rooms are available on request. 


For a viewing, please contact Tina Lindridge 

T: 01474 333221 | E: tina.lindridge@fmconway.co.uk | Web: www.thewhitehouse-gravesend.co.uk 
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Caroline Read reports on dilemma facing Tunbridge Borough Council over popular Assembly Hall 


SHOW MUST GO ON: 

Assembly Hall Theatre 
in Tunbridge Wells is in 
need of investment 



Questions remain over 
theatre’s future as staff 
axed to reduce costs 


I T SEATS more than 1,000 peo¬ 
ple, attracts some of the biggest 
performers in the country and 
celebrates its 75th anniversary 
this May, but the operators of 
the Assembly Hall Theatre in Tun¬ 
bridge Wells have this week been 
forced to calm fears about its future. 

Tunbridge Wells Borough Council 
(TWBC), which runs it, defended a 
move to make 11 posts redundant 
and insisted those losing their jobs 
would be able to apply for casual work 
at the theatre. 

Bosses said the move was a way of 
reducing overheads and that it would 
be business as usual for the venue. 
Critics, however, claim the latest 
move could all be part of a process 
which could ultimately see the thea¬ 
tre move into private hands or close. 

Director of change and communi¬ 
ties at the council is Paul Taylor. Un¬ 
surprisingly he has a different view. 

He said: “I think the future for the 
theatre is actually quite positive, so 
for me it is important that message 
gets out there.” 

The art deco theatre is renowned 
across the south east for offering a 
wide mix of entertainment. It is used 
by resident local drama and music 
groups as well as for professional op¬ 
era and ballet productions. 

In recent years audiences have 
seen the likes of Russell Brand, 
Michael McIntyre and Jimmy Carr 
perform stand-up sets and increas¬ 
ingly it has been drawing the big 
touring productions. 

Yet it is beginning to show its age, 
and few would argue it would benefit 
from sizeable investment. 

People around the area feel pas¬ 
sionately about it, and news of the job 
cuts further unsettled those who 
have long believed the council con¬ 
siders the Assembly Hall a luxury it 
cannot afford. 

The theatre costs TWBC around 
£100,000 a year and a recent review 
concluded it needed thousands spent 
on it for essential maintenance and 
necessary improvements. 

In recent years, a proposal was 
floated to sell-off the entire civic build- 
ling of which it is part. So controver¬ 
sial was it, the plans ultimately result¬ 
ed in former council leader Roy 
Bullock being ousted by his own party. 

That, says councillor Jane March, 
who holds the portfolio for tourism, 
leisure and economic development, is 
all “ancient history”. 

Mr Taylor said TWBC was “very 
much wedded to the theatre as part of 
cultural regeneration of Tunbridge 
Wells” and that they have recently in¬ 
vested in improving the backstage 
area so they can host bigger shows. 

However, Tunbridge Wells Lib Dem 
councillor David Neve said he had se¬ 
rious concerns for the long-term fu¬ 
ture of the theatre. 

He said: “If you’ve got a report that 
had the leader of the council David 
Jukes saying it’s been under main¬ 
tained and it’s going to cost thousands 
of pounds to put air conditioning in 
and all these things and it may prove 
in the end it isn’t viable to do, well, to 
me, it means you’re cutting it. 

“If you look at it, you’re cutting 
staff and putting them on temporary 
contracts with no guaranteed em¬ 
ployment and you’ve got a theatre in 
need of maintenance but is under¬ 
funded.” 

He added: “I’ve said in the past why 
aren’t they maintaining these places, 


like the Town Hall, the theatre and 
everything else? It’s just a ploy, I 
think, to say ‘oh, it’s too expensive 
now, we’ll have to get rid of it’. Or give 
it to a private company to run.” 

The Royal Tunbridge Wells Sym¬ 
phony Orchestra (RTWSO) is one of 
the local groups which calls the As¬ 
sembly Hall home. Having performed 
as part of the opening concert at the 

kk We believe we can 
continue to resource 
the theatre at a high 
level with the existing 
members of staff and 
by increasing the 
number of casuals vv 


Brian McAteer, 

Theatre director at Assembly Hall 


theatre in 1939, the orchestra is un¬ 
derstandably attached to the venue 
and concerned for its future. 

C hairman Giles Clarke said: 
“The RTWSO has been based 
at the Assembly Hall ever 
since it opened and we rely 
entirely on it for our concerts as it is 
the only 1,000-seater hall within a 
30-mile radius. 

“The staff there are terrific and it is 
a matter of real concern if their status 
is being downgraded to casuals. 

“It does make one wonder how 
committed the council is to its ambi¬ 
tion of making Tunbridge Wells the 
cultural hub for the area.” 

Mr Taylor said the job losses were 
merely a way of balancing the books 
in a difficult economic climate and 
it wasn’t “some clandestine process”, 
insisting it was a “balanced restruc¬ 
ture” and one that wouldn’t change 
the way the service was delivered. 

Theatre director Brian McAteer 
said: “The total number of people af¬ 


fected by redundancy is 11. 

“Many are front of house staff who 
were part time and most had very short 
contracts in terms of hours per week. 
There are also some in the bar and ca¬ 
tering area and some in marketing. 

“We do believe we can continue to 
resource the theatre at, I believe, a 
high level with the existing perma¬ 
nent members of staff and by increas¬ 
ing the number of casuals. 

“We are also planning to take on 
an apprentice and another in the 
marketing department.” 

Cllr March added: “We are going to 
receive a much reduced grant from 
government. 

“As with most authorities we’re 
capped on council tax so we can only 
go up to two per cent. So when we need 
extra money as a council we have to 
find ways to make savings. What we 
do, we try to do really efficiently.” 

Mr McAteer said the theatre em¬ 
ployed between 70 and 80 people in¬ 
cluding full-time, part-time and cas¬ 
ual staff. 


He added: “I think that our staff 
recognise the financial situation 
we’re in means we need to make ad¬ 
ditional savings. I’m confident the 
programme we deliver at the theatre 
is one of the best and one of the best 
value in the country. 

“We have the lowest subsidy in 
Kent by a long way and I think it just 
so happens we’re functioning in a 
financial environment where we just 
don’t have the money we need. 

“Like any other theatre manager 
I’d love someone to hand me a million 
pounds tomorrow, but that isn’t go¬ 
ing to happen. We have to work with¬ 
in our means.” 

The council has been holding meet¬ 
ings to discuss the options, “none of 
which is to close the theatre,” stressed 
Cllr March. 

“It is 75-years-old this year, don’t 
forget,” said Mr McAteer. 

“The building is old and we have 
even had leaks in the roof. It’s been a 
bad winter, but the show must go on 
and it does go on.” 
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It was exactly 30 years ago the coal miners’ strike began - bringing an industrial backlash across the 
UK, the likes of which we have not seen again. Often forgotten is that Kent was on the frontline of this 
conflict. In a special report, Sarah Linney speaks to former miners about the challenges a year of 
industrial action brought and the impact it had on themselves, their families and their communities. 



STRIKE: Snowdown Colliery (above left) and in much happier days Betteshanger miners (top) and the National Union of Mineworkers’ Arthur Scargill 

A fight for survival: 

How communities 
battled strike agony 


W ITH fists and boots 
flying and trun¬ 
cheons flailing, 
feral miners and 
brutal policemen 
rain blows on each other in the most 
acrimonious episode of industrial 
action in living memory. 

That’s the image, anyway. It’s what 
makes good footage. But what was 
life really like at Kent’s coalfields dur¬ 
ing the year-long miners’ strike of 
1984, which divided communities so 
trenchantly that the schisms can still 
be felt 30 years later? 

Aggression and violence hardly 
feature in the stories of four ex-min- 
ers who met with KoS this week. 

Instead they speak of a fight for 
survival, a battle to save their 
livelihoods and communities. 

And they speak too of comrade¬ 
ship, about a community so strong 
that it survived even the destruction 
of the collieries around which they 
had grown. 

“It was a very close community,” ex¬ 
plains Jim Crews, 68, a former worker 
at Betteshanger Colliery. “When we go 
for a drink we talk about the strike and 
how we have all survived.” 

He and his colleagues Jim Davies, 
72, Les Davies, 58, and Gary Cox, 61, 
all Deal natives, worked at Bette¬ 
shanger at varying times between 
the 1950s and the 1980s. 

If you were a boy from a mining com¬ 
munity at that time, your career path 
was almost a foregone conclusion. 

“When I left school at 15, the ca¬ 
reers advisor asked where I lived and 
said, ‘You’ll be going down the pit, 
then’,” Mr Crews recalled. 

“You couldn’t work underground 
until you were 16, and you couldn’t 
wait to get underground and work 
with the men. 

“The work was dirty and hard, but 
we were all very safety-conscious. We 
were all trained in first aid and skilled 
in self-preservation. 

“Most miners witnessed accidents. 
It was just the way of life. It wouldn’t 
be uncommon for someone to lose a 
finger. I started when it was just the 
pick and shovel on your knees, and 
that was all you did all day,” Jim 
Davies added. 

“I have worked somewhere that 
was just two feet high. But there was 
great camaraderie. And if there was 
an accident, there was an investiga¬ 
tion, recommendations were made 
and things were improved.” 

When the strike began in March 
1984 all three Kent collieries, Bette¬ 
shanger, Tilmanstone and Snowdown, 
came out on strike. 

All were behind Arthur Scargill, 
the outspoken president of the Na¬ 
tional Union of Mineworkers who 
locked horns with then Prime Minis¬ 
ter Margaret Thatcher. 

“Anyone I was with or knew was 
solid behind the strike,” said Mr Crews. 

“We came out in staunch support 
and I don’t think it waned in Kent 
throughout the strike. 

“When you look at a news bulletin it 
normally shows a gang of miners har¬ 
assing police, but I can assure you that 
all we were doing most of the time was 
trying to persuade people not to cross 


the picket lines. And in Kent we didn’t 
have many who did, which shows how 
solid the miners were. 

“We were honest guys. I remember 
one instance of a miner saving a 
policeman’s life when he was about to 
be run over by a lorry. And we had a 
sense of humour which kept us going 
through adversity.” 

The miners were not fighting for 
better wages or better conditions. 
They were fighting to save their liveli¬ 
hoods and their communities. 

“We were going to lose our 
collieries. There was no option but 


to strike,” Gary Cox explained. 

“It was not just your family. It was 
everyone’s family. When the colliery 
goes, everything goes. The medical 
centre closes. The bus route closes. 
People are left in villages, just cut off.” 

But he says the magnitude of the 
dispute was not something the 
miners foresaw. 

“Did we know what we were walk¬ 
ing into? No,” he said. 

“Every area had a ballot to come 
out on strike, but we didn’t know that 
we would have to go travelling round 
the country and we didn’t expect to 


be treated like the enemy within.” 

W ith no proper wages 
coming in for almost a 
year, money was hor¬ 
rifically tight and some 
miners lost their homes. 

The National Union of Minework¬ 
ers supplied food parcels every week 
and Betteshanger Welfare Club pro¬ 
vided meals for the strikers’ wives 
and children. 

“I had three young children at school 
and I was away all week, getting £3 a 
day picketing money. My wife was a 


diamond, running the house,” Mr 
Crews recalled. 

“We survived thanks to a lot of help 
from the unions and a lot of other 
countries. We got tins and tins of Ser¬ 
bian bean soup. And the railway un¬ 
ions sent all the children a small 
present at Christmas so they didn’t go 
without -1 am very grateful to them 
for that. 

“I picketed away quite a lot in York¬ 
shire, the Midlands and Essex, where 
they were importing coal, and we 
were welcomed by most working 
class people. Even in Norfolk, the sup¬ 
port from farmers and fishermen was 
tremendous. We were given food and 
money to bring home, and that’s why 
the strike was able to continue for 
such a long time. 

“But money wasn’t the problem in 
the short term. We were more con¬ 
cerned about the long term and the 
longevity of our jobs. It was a case of 
no money for one or two months ver¬ 
sus no work for the rest of our lives.” 

Jim Davies added: “The printers’ 
union did a lot as well, and a lot of 
local businesses supplied things. The 
French mineworkers were also very 
supportive. 
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THE PAST: Miner Jim McNicholas pictured at Betteshanger Colliery 


“A local TV salesman hired TVs out 
and told us to settle up after the strike.” 

The strike was tough on miners’ 
wives too, as they attempted to man¬ 
age on next to no money. 

“I think it hurt the wives and chil¬ 
dren a lot more,” Gary Cox said. 

“We couldn’t have done it without 
our wives. They supported us tremen¬ 
dously. The food kitchens brought us 
closer together. 

“The whole community came to¬ 
gether for meals at the welfare club. 

“The comradeship was brilliant. 
We were friends for life and we will all 
help each other out in a corner. That’s 
probably why our villages have sur¬ 
vived a year-long strike and come out 
the other end.” 

As time went on, miners across the 
country faced ever worsening pover¬ 
ty and this, coupled with intensifying 
attempts to get them back to work, 
brought an end to the strike in March 
1985. 

Within four years, all three collier¬ 
ies had closed: Snowdown in 1987, 
Tilmanstone in 1988 and Bette¬ 
shanger in 1989. 

Jim and Les Davies carried on 
working at Betteshanger until March 
1990, dealing with the closure of the 
pit, and Jim was the last working 
miner in Kent. 

However, the men say that they be¬ 
lieved Betteshanger was still making 
a profit when it was shut. 

“There was a political job being 
done - they didn’t want collieries in 
east Kent,” said Jim Crews. 

“We were producing coal quite suc¬ 
cessfully here. We can’t have been 
running at a loss as the colliers on the 
face were making good bonuses. 


There are still nine-and-a-half billion 
tonnes of coal under Kent.” 

“People were upset at pits closing 
when they knew they had a future,” 
Jim Davies added. 

“Thatcher didn’t get Christmas 
cards from us, put it like that.” 

T he miners then faced another 
unwelcome choice: Leaving 
the career they had chosen or 
leaving their homes. 

Some took up work at pits elsewhere 
in the country but most stayed in 
Kent, retraining as electricians, gar¬ 
deners, or painters and decorators, of¬ 
ten starting their own businesses. 

However, those who had been un¬ 
ion activists often found themselves 
blacklisted, which made finding work 
very difficult. 

Jim Davies became an engraver, 
Jim Crews went to work as an agricul¬ 
tural lab assistant, Gary Cox went to 
work at Eurotunnel and Les Davies 
became a school caretaker. 

“We went away and licked our 
wounds for a while,” Mr Cox recalled. 
“But while the strike was impor- 

kk For a long time I 
thought that with the 
collieries gone, they 
tore our hearts out. But 
our heart is the people 
in our communities... 
it’s still here vv 


Gary Cox, former striking miner 
from the Betteshanger Colliery 


tant, our miners need to be remem¬ 
bered for the 100 years of work they 
did, not just for one year.” 

The three miners’ welfare clubs all 
still exist and are very active, run¬ 
ning cricket clubs, football teams, 
bowls clubs, fishing lakes, brass 
bands, choirs, outings for elderly peo¬ 
ple and more. 

The East Kent Railway, originally 
set up to transport coal from the 
mines and now a visitor attraction, 
offers training to young people which 
helps them qualify for a job on the 
mainline railway. 

“For a long time I thought that with 
the collieries gone, they tore our 
hearts out,” Gary Cox said. 

“But our heart is the people in our 
communities. The real heart of the 
communities is still here. 

“Our sons can’t follow us into the 
mines anymore so we have to try to 
generate opportunities for them 
again. And through our communi¬ 
ties, people are getting together. 

“The miners only ever wanted to 
secure the future for the next genera¬ 
tion. That’s what it was always about. 
And we have to look to the future 
now, because it’s the future that’s al¬ 
ways mattered.” 

For the site of the Betteshanger Col¬ 
liery the future will be a £40m educa¬ 
tion and research centre focusing on 
environmental subjects. 

Included in the project, master¬ 
minded by Hadlow College, will be a 
museum to the mining industry. 

Added Mr Cox: “The plans are won¬ 
derful and we’re proud to be part of 
them. We didn’t have to sell our herit¬ 
age to them - they wanted to include 
it as much as we wanted them to. 

“They are very community-mind¬ 
ed people.” 
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Policeman’s memories of Battle of 
Orgreave and sympathy for strikers 


BOB Weldon feared his life was in danger 
during one of the most violent clashes of the 
miners’ strike. 

The former police officer, now a Kent vicar, 
was on duty at the Battle of Orgreave, a 
vicious confrontation between thousands of 
police and miners at a coking plant near 
Rotherham which descended into hand-to- 
hand combat, stone throwing and police 
attacking miners with truncheons. 

“At times, we were stretched. It was very 
much a case of the thin blue line,” he recalled. 

“At Orgreave, you didn’t know which way 
things were going to go. We were surround¬ 
ed and some of my colleagues were knocked 
down, and I thought, I am never going to 
survive this. 

“A charge from the police horse unit saved 
us but it was a terrifying situation.” 

He was based in Surrey at the time, but 
like many policemen was temporarily moved 
to help deal with the strike. 

He spent 35 of the 51 weeks of the strike 
policing it in various parts of the country, 
including Kent, and like most people 
developed a view on its rights and wrongs. 

“I saw it as an egotistical battle between 
Thatcher and Scargill. They both had a 
personality cult about them.” 

Now the Rev Bob Weldon, priest of the G7 
benefice group of village churches just 
outside Ashford, he added: “The real victims 
were the ordinary miners. I did feel sympa¬ 
thetic to them, and so did a great many police 
officers. A lot of us found it difficult. 

“We could see the miners were just 
fighting for their livelihood, and it was 


taken from them because of politics. 

“I noticed a lot of desperation among them, 
more so as the strike went on, which I felt was 
understandable. People could see their basic 
way of life disappearing.” 

Both police and miners were guilty of 
taking things too far during the strike, he 
added. 

“Most miners are honourable people, 
honest and upstanding,” he said. 

“But at times both sides spiralled down¬ 
wards into a very bad place. In the end it 
became animal instincts on both sides and 
survival of the fittest. No police service had 
the resources to cope. 

“I have always been a Christian, and when 
I came back from Orgreave, I walked into the 
middle of a field, looked up at the sky and 
said 'this isn’t good’. You have two decent 
groups of people who have been put in a 
position where they are being abject thugs 
towards each other.” 

One of his duties involved standing guard 
at Ramsgate, where the government was 
quietly importing coal. 

“I felt it was immoral,” he admitted. 

“But I was part of a disciplined service and 
that’s what I was there to do. We just acted in 
the way we were expected to.” 

Not only did the redeployment of officers 
leave their own police forces short, it affected 
their personal lives too. 

The former policeman, who left the force 
after 30 years in 2008 to train as a priest, 
explained: “I missed a whole year of my 
daughter’s life, and my wife had to cope with 
me being away.” 


Why strike action? 

THE roots of the conflict dated back 
to 1947 when then Labour Prime 
Minister Clement Atlee nationalised 
the coal mining industry. 

As a consequence it was always 
heavily subsidised by the Govern¬ 
ment. But following Margaret 
Thatcher’s election as PM in 1979 the 
Conservatives saw a future where it 
would be cheaper to import fuel with 
only those mines making money 
continuing to exist. 

And so, citing reasons of efficiency, 
a decision was made in March, 1984, 
to close 20 mines. 

This would have meant the loss of 
20,000 jobs and caused many 
communities to lose their main 
source of employment. 

Five pits were earmarked for 
closure within just five weeks, 
including Snowdown in Kent. 

A previous strike by miners in 1974 
had played a major role in the 
collapse of Edward Heath’s govern¬ 
ment, and Margaret Thatcher was 
determined not to allow a repeat. 

As a consequence it became a 
bitter stand-off. And with no money, 
miners found themselves facing 
financial crisis. Many were suffering 
severe poverty by the end of the 
strike, which lasted almost a year, 
ending on March 3, 1985. 

There were 3,000 miners in Kent at 
the start of the strike, 93 per cent of 
whom were still on strike on March 1, 
1985, the joint highest proportion in 
the country together with South 
Wales. 
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£160.00 • Friday 9th May 2014 


includes: 

• 2 nights dinner, bed and breakfast • Welcome drink « 

• Entrance to Florabundance at Chatsworth House 

• Free time in St Albans on the journey home 

For more information call 01795 423982 
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My company, MBK Design Studio, has been 
completing projects in SE England since 1987 and 
has continually been offering my clients a better 
service than the large multi nationals. 

So why don’t you come to my showroom and see 
what value you can get from the kitchens and 
bathrooms I sell. I am offering YOU a reduced price 
on all Crown Lifestyle kitchens, a Kent company, 
which will make them even more affordable and 
better value than many of the kitchens on offer 
as present. 





A 






I can’t guarantee that I can compete with every 
quote, but I constantly complete projects that 
originally started in those megastores. 

Visit us and we will help YOU with your project, 
what have you got to lose? 


‘Stewart knew me better 
than myself and was a 
pleasure to deal with ’ 
Mrs E Maidstone 


MBK were professional, 
responsible and 
courteous 

Mr & Mrs L, Loose 
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The Oast Clock House Farm. 
Heath Road Coxheath, Kent 

01622 619815 

www.m-b-k.co.uk 
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Star of the Great British Bake Off, Paul Hollywood, talks to Greg 



SUCCESS: Paul Hollywood lives near Canterbury with his family 


H E HAS been described as 
the “perfectly cooked 
stud muffin” - and cer¬ 
tainly it’s fair to say that 
baker turned heart- 
throb Paul Hollywood has stumbled 
upon the recipe for success. 

It has taken the 47-year-old from 
Merseyside from following in his fa¬ 
ther’s footsteps in the family bakery 
business, to an idyllic home in Kent 
and the admiration of millions. 

Alongside Mary Berry, he is a judge 
of the runaway success that is the 
BBC’s Great British Bake Off, a slice of 


membership of the Women’s Institute 
has rocketed, apparently as a conse¬ 
quence. 

What’s more, last year’s series on 
BBC2 delivered the channel its high¬ 
est figures in more than a decade as 
9.1m tuned in for the finale - ensur¬ 
ing this year’s series (which returns 
in the summer) will find its home on 
prime-time BBC1. 

For Paul Hollywood, it has meant a 
complete transformation of his life; 
his profile raised so high he decided to 
close his specialist bakery outlet in 
the village of Aylesham, near Canter¬ 


“The Wirral was a great place to 
grow up, but now I like the village life.” 

While his family roots are in the 
north west he says he feels just at 
home here. 

“I have got family all over Kent,” he 
explains. “It’s such a nice place to live, 
especially when the weather’s great. 

“I do like the White Cliffs of Dover, 
it is a beautiful place to go down to, 
Whitstable is fantastic, and I like go¬ 
ing down to the Chapel Down vine¬ 
yards as well. There is also Igtham 
Mote and Leeds Castle. 

“It’s a marvellous county.” 


The loaf and times 
TV star who made 


entertainment which manages to 
grip the imagination of the middle 
classes like perhaps no other cookery 
programme before or since. 

It has been single-handedly credit¬ 
ed with sparking a boom in home 
baking; demonstrating a ‘Delia-ef- 
fect’ on goods and accessories seen in 
the show, as viewers rush out over the 
following days to clear supermarket 
shelves in their bid to recreate favour¬ 
ite dishes. 

Baking clubs have boomed, book 
sales gone through the roof, even 


bury - which supplied the likes of 
Harrods and Waitrose - to allow him 
to capitalise on his new celebrity role. 
His family, living in Kent since 1999, 
suddenly thrust into the limelight. 

Today, still living to the south of the 
city, you’re more likely to see him rid¬ 
ing his motorbike down across the 
Romney Marsh or, as is the case now, 
fronting a stage show which is on a 
jaunt across the UK. 

“I live in quite a rural setting,” he 
tells KoS, “but I grew up in the Wirral 
and go back up there as often as I can. 


Not that life in the county has been 
without blemish. 

After taking part in the US version 
of the TV show- CBS’ American Bak¬ 
ing Competition - reports suggest he 
had an affair with co-host Marcela 
Valladolid. 

The impact was devastating. His 
15-year marriage to wife Alexandra 
hit the rocks. It fractured his family, 
which included son Josh, 12. 

Yet after admitting on a TV show 
he’d made “the biggest mistake of his 
life” the two have reconciled and con- 


ARE YOU A VICTIM OF 


MEDICAL 

NEGLIGENCE? 
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www.girlingspersonalinjury.co.uk 


Call Girlings 1 Medical 
Negligence Helpdesk on 
0845 2221 999 
for FREE, no obligation 
advice on your claim 


KENT no win no fee specialists 
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Miles about life, love and comparisons to George Clooney... 


tinue to put the pieces of their mar¬ 
riage back together. 

Perhaps unsurprisingly, talk of his 
marriage is on the list of forbidden 
topics during our chat. 

His pin-up looks may have got him 
into trouble but being described as the 
“crumpet-making woman’s crumpet” 
has also propelled him into the 
spotlight. 

“It’s a bit of a joke,” he admits. “I get 
asked a lot of similar questions about 
being George Clooney. If my mates 
heard that they would rip me to pieces. 

“Fame has allowed me to do the 


would help fill doughnuts with jam 
and weigh flour. 

But rather than follow in his fa¬ 
ther’s footsteps at first, he instead 
took inspiration from his mother and 
enrolled at art school at 16, with a 
view to specialising in sculpture. 

However, just two years later he 
was back in the family business fold 
after his father opened up a shop near 
Liverpool and persuaded him to join. 

He quickly developed a talent. At 
20 he was head baker for shops near 
Lincoln and three years later started 
his own journey as head baker at The 


2003. It left plenty of bad feeling with 
money being owed to staff and suppli¬ 
ers - some of whom were swift to get 
in touch with the media when Mr 
Hollywood became a famous face. 

His second venture, Paul Hollywood 
Artisan Bread proved more successful, 
with a string of major customers 
among them Waitrose and Harrods. 
But when the Great British Bake Off 
took off, he found himself unable to 
dedicate sufficient time to the business 
and he decided, instead, to close it. 

“I closed it down a couple of years 
ago,” he said. “I haven’t had time to 


of the baker turned 
cake-making so hot 


things I want to do. Bake Off has al¬ 
lowed me to do things like write books 
and to do this tour.” 

It is a far cry from when he got his 
first taste for the business. 

As a youngster he paid close atten¬ 
tion to his father’s bakery business, a 
chain of shops called Bread Winner. 
Outlets stretched along the north east 
coast from Aberdeen to Lincolnshire. 

While he, his two younger brothers 
and mother lived on the Wirral, his 
father worked at the company’s head¬ 
quarters in York. On visits by train he 


Grosvenor, Chester. He would later 
hold the same title at Park Lane’s 
plush The Dorchester in London, be¬ 
fore moving to work for a new hotel 
group in Cyprus for six years. 

H e brought that adventure 
to an end when he moved 
to Kent in 1999 - his wife 
Alexandra has family in 
the county. And two years later son 
Josh was born. 

He started his own company Hol¬ 
lywood Bread which went bust in 


get back into it. It just couldn’t carry 
on which is a shame. I may do some¬ 
thing else in the future.” 

It was around that time he began 
his television career on the Carlton 
Food Network and Taste, where he 
worked with James Martin. 

It would set him on the path to 
stardom. 

In 2010 destiny came a-calling and 
he was signed up to the Great British 
Bake Off. His role as judge with Mary 
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Up to 40 % less than a fully fitted kitchen 
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All package 
prices include log 
cabin installation 


UPGRADE4CR0SS OViP 

\ cabin rang£ 


Buy Silver and we’ll 
upgrade you to Gold 


Buy Gold we’ll upgrade 
you to Platinum 


Buy platinum package 
and we’ll upgrade you to a 
FREE floor insulation and 
an electrical package 


SAVING UP TO £2000 


Johnson’s Nursery, 
Old Thanet Way, 
Chestfield, 
Kent, 

CT5 3JD 
01227 793717 


Polhill Garden Centre, 
London Road, Halstead, 
Sevenoaks, 

Kent, TNI4 7AD 
Car Park B 
01959 533466 


Newnham Court 
Shopping Village, 
Bearsted Rd, Maidstone, 
Kent, ME14 5LH 
at rear of Notcutts 
01622 730777 


Bybrook Barn 
Garden Centre, 
Canterbury Road 
Ashford, Kent, 
TN24 9JZ 
01233 878412 


Elm Court Garden Centre, 
Capstone Road, 
Gillingham, 

Kent, 

ME7 3JQ 
01634 405859 


www.needextraspace.co.uk 0845 4599444 

FIVE DISPLAY VILLAGES ACROSS KENT 


SAVING UP TO £2000 


SAVING UP TO £2200 
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Berry has been highlighted as one of 
the show’s secret weapons. 

In a review by Stuart Heritage of 
the Guardian in 2011, he said: 
“There’s a pretty good argument for 
crowning Paul Hollywood and Mary 
Berry as the greatest judging duo in 
the history of reality television.” 

It has led him to front his own stage 
show currently making its way 
around the nation - Get Your Bake On. 

In it, Mr Hollywood talks of his life 
while audience members also get the 
chance to ask him questions. 

“It’s my life in baking in a show,” he 
explains. 

k k It’s my life in beiking 
in a show There will 
be a bit of reminiscing 
about my life and 
how I got to the point 
I’m at now. It should 
be a laugh Jf 


Paul Hollywood, 

On his Get Your Bake On show 


“There will be a bit of reminiscing 
about my life and how I got to the 
point I’m at now. It should be a bit of a 
laugh.” 

Certainly life is far from tough for 
Mr Hollywood anymore. 

His family reunited, his fame grow¬ 
ing, the Great British Bake Off set for 
an even wider TV audience later this 
year, and his international reputation 
growing, he admits he still finds time 
for his great passion - motorbikes. 

He owns a Ducati Panigale 1199 
and a Honda Fireblade. 

“I do like getting out and riding 
down to Folkestone and New Rom¬ 
ney,” he said. “It’s lovely being able to 
ride around, it’s a pretty county.” 

So what does the future hold be¬ 
yond his tour? 

“More of the same really,” he said. 
“I’m filming more Bake Off over the 
summer. I might carry on writing 
more recipes in the future.” 

But does eating all that cake on the 
programme cause a weight problem 
for the judge? 

“We eat in moderation - just a little 
bit of each cake.” 

■ Paul Hollywood - Get Your Bake 
On is at the Margate Winter Gardens 
on Wednesday, May 14, at 7pm. Tick¬ 
ets are £28.50 (plus booking fee). 
To book visit www.margatewinter- 
gardens.co.uk, or call 01843 292795. 



The hit TV show that 
made baking cool 

THE Great British Bake Off has been credited with 
re-igniting a passion for baking since starting in 2010. 

The show, heading for a fifth series this summer, 
has spawned all manner of cake clubs and put 
good old-fashioned home baking back on the 
menu. 

It has picked up a strong cult following with 
bread expert and ‘silver fox’ Paul Hollywood and 
charming food writer Mary Berry as its judges. 

They possibly have the best jobs on TV, tasting 
the results of weekly baking challenges, with one a 
week eliminated until a winner is crowned. 

To demonstrate its remarkable growth, when the 
first series debuted in August 2010 it pulled in 
around two million viewers and to mixed reviews. 
Last year’s series achieved must-watch status and 
pulled in 9.1m. 

As well as the celebrity and charity spin-offs, 
there is also another format of the show appealing 
to a similar audience with the Great British Sewing 
Bee, which sees crafty folk competing at various 
sewing challenges with one eliminated each week. 

The Great Bake Off has spawned other versions 
in Australia, Belgium, Denmark, Finland, France, 
Germany, Ireland, Italy, Holland, Norway, Poland, 
Sweden, Ukraine and the US. 


Competition 
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ckets to see The Illegal Eagles 


THE UK'S FAVOURITE 
BUSINESS BROADBAND. 

FROM;£11 A MONTH. 

/ \ \ 

• nm RELIABILITY 

• FREE UNLIMITED BT WI-FI FROM 
OVER 5 MILLION HOTSPOTS 

. 2VI DEDICATED BUSINESS HELPDESK 


THE ultimate tribute to classic rock 
band The Eagles takes to the stage 
at the Assembly Hall Theatre in 
Tunbridge Wells next month. 

The Illegal Eagles - boasting 
members Phil Aldridge, Keith Atack, 
Jeff Green, Darin Murphy and Garreth 
Hicklin - have been thrilling audiences 
worldwide with tours taking in the Far 
East, Europe and the Middle East. 

The tight-knit line-up delivers all 
the classics such as Hotel California, 
The Last Resort, Life in the Fast Lane, 
Tequila Sunrise, One of These Nights, 
Lyin’ Eyes, New Kid in Town, Take it to 
the Limit, Rocky Mountain Way, 
Heartache Tonight and songs from 
The Last Road out of Eden. 

We have teamed up with the 
Assembly Hall Theatre to give away 


six pairs of tickets for their show in 
Tunbridge Wells on Monday, April 14. 

All you have to do to be in with a 
chance of winning, is answer the 
following question: 

The Eagles flew to the top of the 
charts with? 

a) Hotel Burstin 

b) Hotel California 

c) Hotel du Vin 

To enter text KOS followed by 
EAGELS2014 and your answer then 
your first name, surname, address and 
postcode to 80058, eg. KOS EAGLES C 
JOHN SMITH 2 THE STREET, TOWN, 
DV2 2GT. Texts cost 50p plus your 
standard network rate. 

Winners will be selected from all 
correct entries. The promoter’s 
decision is final. Usual terms and 


conditions apply and which can be 
found on our website at www. 
kentnews.co.uk. 

Please note if you should enter after 
the closing deadline of March 31, 

2014, your entry will not be valid, but 
you still may be charged. 

SMS services are provided by BBA 
Digital. Helpline: 0844 3572403. 

Alternatively enter by post to: Illegal 
Eagles Competition, Archant KOS 
Media, Apple Barn, Hythe Road, 
Smeeth, KentTN25 6SS, including 
your name, address, postcode and 
contact telephone number. 

And don’t worry if you don’t win. 
You can still buy tickets, priced at 
£24.50 by calling the box office on 
01892 530613 or book online on 
www.assemblyhalltheatre.co.uk. 


Call today and join the thousands of 
businesses that choose us each month. 


0800 345 7963 


bt.com/favourite 


Based on market share. Business broadband market size taken from OFCOM Communications Market Report 2013 
- 1st August 2013. £11 a month is for BT Business Basic Broadband for customers in exchange area three (£14 
a month in exchange areas one and two) on a 24 month contract. BT Business Broadband requires a BT line and 
a router and is subject to availability and line test. There’s a £30 connection charge which you don’t pay if you 
order online. Terms and conditions apply. Network reliability as at September 2013. You can get onto BT Wi-fi 
as long as you’re in a BT Wi-fi hotspot, and your laptop, tablet or phone has wireless internet. We’ve got a Wi-fi 
Fair Use Policy. Terms and conditions apply. 
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FLOODED: Christmas storms were responsible for the closure of Tonbridge Swimming Pool 



Specialising 
in Cambeit 
Replacement 


2 Year Warranty on cambelts 

fitted by us 

Vehicle Servicing 

General Repairs 

Cambeit Replacements 

All repair work guaranteed 

Local collection and delivery available 


01227 860859 


info@jdcambelts.co.i 

www.jdcambelts.co. 
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• End of life vehicles purchased 
• All grades of iron & steel purchased 
Richborough Road, Sandwich, Kent CT13 9JE 
01304 617733 (Non-ferrous department) 


Unit 11-12 Canterbury Industrial Park, Island Road, Hersden, 
Canterbury, Kent CT3 4HQ 01227 713850 

• Uniform prices paid at both depots 

Bright Wire £3,550 per tonne 
New Production Brass Cuttings £2,650 per tonne 
Clean Aluminium Wheels £780 per tonne 
Household Cable £1,150 per tonne 
Lead £1,000 per tonne 
Copper water cylinders £46 each 


All other non-ferrous metals purchased with immediate payment 


Pool complex 
sunk after too 
much water 
all set to make 
a splash again 

Renowned for its popular outdoor pool, the big 
impact of the Christmas floods continues to be 
felt at one popular site. Caroline Read reports 


T IS a time many will never forget. In the 
early hours of Christmas Eve high winds 
and torrential rain brought chaos to 
many parts of the county. 

In Tonbridge, the River Medway which 
winds its way through the heart of the town 
burst its banks 

Seeping into homes and businesses around 
the high street, the water caused damage and 
disruption on a day residents would have nor¬ 
mally spent preparing to celebrate Christmas. 

Three months on, and while the discussions 
on how to avoid any repeat continues, much of 
the clean-up operation is if not complete then 
well advanced. 

However, there remains one high profile cas¬ 
ualty - Tonbridge Swimming Pool. 

The public pool complex, one of only a hand¬ 
ful in the county with a seasonal outdoor swim¬ 
ming area, is located beside the river on the 
flood plain and on Christmas Eve it, like so many 
other buildings, filled with water. 

As a consequence, it sparked a massive clean¬ 
up and drainage operation. 

The pool is owned and operated by Tonbridge 
and Mailing Borough Council. Its director of 
street scene and leisure Robert Styles has over¬ 
all responsibility for the leisure facility. 

Mr Styles explained: “At 8am on the morning 
of Christmas Eve, when the staff went in, the 
flood water had encroached into the car park 
and the entire model railway area just outside 
the pool was flooded.” 

Perhaps fortuitously, at that time the pool 
was actually shut to the public for its short 
Christmas closure period and the council had 
contractors in refurbishing the toilets in the 
changing rooms. 

Over the course of the day the water got pro¬ 
gressively deeper but there were measures in 
place to protect the pools. After a previous seri¬ 
ous flood in 2000, the council put in a waist- 
high wall encircling the building. This did, in 
effect, work to hold the water back. 

But on this occasion they also encountered a 
problem nobody was prepared for. 

“This time it actually came up through the 
ground,” says Mr Styles. “So whilst the wall pro¬ 
tected the pool that way, it actually got into the 
building from the ground because the water ta¬ 
ble was so much higher.” 

The police evacuated staff from the building 
and they weren’t able to access it until later on 


Christmas Day. What they found was actually 
only two or three inches of murky water 
throughout the building. But that meant the 
pool itself had been contaminated with flood 
water but the damage to the public areas like 
the cafe, reception and changing rooms had 
been kept to a minimum. 

“But the problem is that our plant room is 
housed underneath the main pool and we’ve got 
something called an under croft, which runs 
right under the pool, so we can access all the 
pipes. So that was quite a few feet under water,” 
says Mr Styles. 

“When we flooded in 2000, as well as putting 
the wall round the building, we also took some 
measures to move things in the plant room up 
higher. But unfortunately we couldn’t move 
everything so that’s where the main damage 
took place on this occasion.” 

The flood in 2000 was a serious one. With no 
wall to protect the building at that time, the wa¬ 
ter wrecked the public areas and everything 
from changing room doors to lockers had to be 
replaced. The total cost of the damage that time 
was £900,000. This time it has been less costly 
but will still amount to around £350,000 - an 
expenditure covered by insurance. 

“We didn’t think we could possibly be facing a 
worse flood than the one in 2000 but it was be¬ 
cause of the constant rain that came day after 
day. It’s unfortunate, and we will have to take 
further measures to address the issue of the wa¬ 
ter coming up, but at least the pool will reopen. 
There’s absolutely no question of it closing 
permanently.” 

The council’s buildings and facilities manag¬ 
er, John DeKnop, is responsible for the refurbish¬ 
ment. With up to 30 contractors working on the 

kk We didn’t think we could 
possibly be facing a worse 
flood than the one in 2000, 
but it was because of the 
constant rain day after day... 
but at least it will reopen J J 


Robert Styles, 

Tonbridge and Mailing Borough Council 



26 Week ending March 23,2014 


KMI 


kent-life.co.uk kentnews.co.uk 














GROUNDWATER: Leisure director Robert Styles and the outdoor pool flooded from below 


100 YEARS OF OFFERING SWIMMING FOR ALL 


A PUBLIC pool has been a popular fixture 
in the town of Tonbridge for more than 100 
years. 

When the old outdoor pool was set to be 
replaced in the 1990s both the council and 
residents were keen to see an element of 
outdoor swimming remain, which is where 
the idea for an interconnected indoor and 
outdoor pool came from. 

The original Tonbridge outdoor pool, 
on the same site as the one today, opened 
to the public in 1910 to an Edwardian 
community to whom mixed bathing was 
still a new, and somewhat controversial, 
concept. 

In those early days a mixed bathing 
protest saw an elderly woman carrying an 
umbrella mount the pool’s high diving- 
stage and begin a shrill denunciation of 


site at one time, it’s his job to make sure the 
clean-up project goes smoothly and that the 
complex equipment under the pool is fully 
functioning again. 

M r DeKnop says: “We’ve been replac¬ 
ing pumps and stripping out wir¬ 
ing. Cleaning the under croft meant 
all the wiring had to be taken apart 
and specially cleaned because obviously it could 
be contaminated by water. 

“All the chlorine dosing equipment has been 
replaced. We’ve had to replace 0.8 kilometres of 
pipe lagging alone. 

“We had our own environmental health peo¬ 
ple come in and also the insurer does environ¬ 
mental checks for bacteria to make sure every¬ 
thing is perfectly clean. 

“But of course because it wasn’t water that 
had come directly from the river it was actually 
quite clean. It had come up through the ground 
so it had been filtered. There was no sewage or 
anything nasty in it.” 

The water had subsided enough for the clean¬ 
up operation to begin within a couple of days of 
the flood. The pool was drained and initial mop¬ 
ping and hosing was begun by staff. 

But the extensive clean-up operation has 
meant, three months on, it remains shut. At least 
for now, it’s opening is expected imminently. 

“It didn’t help that it happened over Christ¬ 
mas,” admits Mr DeKnop. 

“And that, because we’re dealing closely with 
our insurer, we needed to get two quotes for every¬ 
thing. It’s all progressing quite well considering.” 


mixed bathing and the spectators who 
encouraged it by their presence. 

She was pushed into the pool by an 
indignant bather and had to be rescued. 

The old pool originally had a first and 
second class ticket system with those 
willing to pay more permitted to use better 
changing facilities and allowed to bathe in 
any part of the pool, while second-class 
ticket holders could only use the east end of 
the pool. 

In 1996, the new complex that we see 
today was built. 

Olympic champion swimmer Duncan 
Goodhew led the celebrations at the time 
by officially opening the new indoor and 
outdoor pools, toddler pool and health suite 
and, since then, thousands of people have 
enjoyed the facilities each year. 


The insurers are also keen to make sure fur¬ 
ther measures are put in place, during this clo¬ 
sure, to prevent this from happening again. 

“We’re looking at extra sump pumps, possibly 
sealing some more doors and maybe some high¬ 
er brickwork. But I’m particularly thinking 
about pumps because it doesn’t matter how 
much water gets in if you can pump it out just as 
quickly,” says Mr DeKnop. 

When the pool originally closed a message 
was put on the website and emails were sent to 
members explaining what had happened and 
giving an estimated reopening date of the mid¬ 
dle of March. 

However, the council has now revised that to 
late March. Much of the work has now been 
completed and tests are currently being carried 
out to make sure everything works properly and 
there are no leaks. 

“The pool is being filled, slowly, right now and 
then it’ll take a couple of weeks to heat up but 
we’re nearly there,” says Mr Styles. “We’re al¬ 
most at the stage where we can announce a date 
but it’s just a case of getting that right because 
as soon as you announce a date you’re commit¬ 
ted, so we’re being a little bit cautious.” 

The outdoor part of the pool usually opens in 
April each year. 

“We’ve had nothing but support from all our 
regulars,” says Mr Styles. 

“Obviously people want to get back swim¬ 
ming but I think they’re being very understand¬ 
ing. They realise we’re doing everything we 
can. It’s good to know they miss it and that they 
support their local pool.” 




THE WOODVILLE 

GRAVESEND 


THE BOX OFFICE 
01474 33 77 74 

www.woodville.co.uk 


i! i n .1 s 

abertawe 


SWANSEA CITY OPERA: 

THE MARRIAGE OF FIGARO 

Figaro is a wonderful opera, Mozart’s most famous, 
and the music is incredible! 

TICKETS: £16 & £12 concession (includes booking fee) 


April 

16 


WEDNESDAY 

7.30pm 
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Secondary school figures reveal 
where places are under pressure 

As the smoke clears after the recent distribution of secondary school places, regular columnist and 
former head teacher Peter Read, looks at just where the strain is being felt on the county’s schools... 



COUNTY’S MOST IN DEMAND SCHOOLS 


SELECTIVES: 

Dartford Grammar. 146 

Skinners, Tunbridge Wells. 94 

Dartford Grammar School for Girls. 89 

Sir Joseph Williamson’s Mathematical School, Rochester. 58 

Judd, Tonbridge. 53 

Maidstone Grammar. 52 

Simon Langton Boys, Canterbury. 45 

Tonbridge Grammar. 44 

Tunbridge Wells Grammar School for Boys. 36 

Sir Roger Manwood’s, Sandwich. 29 

NON-SELECTIVES 

Brompton Academy, Gillingham. 173 

Leigh Academy, Dartford. 106 

Fulston Manor, Sittingbourne. 103 

St George’s CofE school, Broadstairs. 93 

Westlands, Sittingbourne. 92 

Bennett Memorial, Tunbridge Wells. 83 

Longfield Academy. 75 

Charles Dickens, Broadstairs. 53 

Valley Park, Maidstone. 50 

Knole Academy, Sevenoaks. 49 

Skinners Kent Academy, Tunbridge Wells. 49 


■ Figures based on number of children turned away who had put 
school as first choice. Includes Medway and Kent schools. 


W ITH the announce¬ 
ment of Kent’s first 
garden city to be 
built in Ebbsfleet, 
comes news that 
six of the most oversubscribed schools 
in Kent and Medway are in neigh¬ 
bouring Dartford. 

As a result, there is already im¬ 
mense pressure on provision and it 
will be essential to get the education 
infrastructure in place at an early 
stage. 

Dartford Grammar School has not 
only expanded its intake by 30 to 150 
boys this year, it has turned away 146 
grammar qualified applicants who put 
it as first choice, to take top spot for 
popularity amongst grammar schools. 

Leigh Academy keeps its top spot in 
Kent for non-selective schools, hav¬ 
ing rejected 106 first choices. 

Dartford Girls’ Grammar turned 
away 89, with three other Dartford 
schools also heavily oversubscribed. 

These are Wilmington Academy 
(44), and the two Wilmington Gram¬ 
mar Schools, the Boys’ having ex¬ 
tended its intake by 30 but still being 
28 places oversubscribed. 

Wilmington Girls’ is full for the first 
time in some years, turning away 20 
grammar qualified first choices. 

Elsewhere, as usual the pressure on 
boys’ grammar school places is high 
in west Kent; with both Skinners in 
Tunbridge Wells and the Judd in Ton- 
bridge both having expanded by 30 
places. 

Skinners still turned away 94 boys, 
Judd, the fourth most oversubscribed 
grammar in Kent with 53 (both well 
up on last year). 

The main effect of the problem can 
be seen at Tunbridge Wells Boys’ 
Grammar, which has turned away 36 
boys, some from Sevenoaks having 
been offered non-selective school 
places instead. 

The proposed Sevenoaks annex, 
now sponsored by Weald of Kent 
Grammar, looks likely to become op¬ 
erational in 2016 [assuming a re¬ 
newed bid for clearance from the Gov¬ 
ernment is approved] and is clearly 
needed on these figures. 

There remains a smaller shortage 
of girls’ places but I anticipate this 
will vanish after appeals and move¬ 
ment on waiting lists. 

The other notable rise in popularity 
amongst grammar schools are the 
two bidding to become ‘semi-super- 
selective’, offering first priority to high 
scoring boys living in their locality. 

These are Maidstone Grammar 
School and Simon Langton Boys’ 
Grammar rejecting 52 and 45 first 
choices respectively, their popularity 
booming in spite of being two of the 
lowest performing grammar schools 
on the five GCSE measurement. 


I think we can expect others to 
emulate them, further eroding the 
concept of ‘a common grammar 
school standard’ across Kent. 

At the other end of the scale, we now 
have four grammar schools in Dover 
and Folkestone operating their own 
tests as an alternative form of entry. 

Three of these, Dover Boys’, Dover 
Girls’ and Folkestone Girls’, have ad¬ 
mitted over half their entry without 
having passed the Kent Test; a grand 
total of 283 children having qualified 
through the two tests combined. 

Three of the four schools are full as 
a result but the academic results of 
the two Dover grammars, whose test 
is well established, give a warning. 

Dover Grammar Girls, along with 
Folkestone School for Girls are two of 
the highest performing grammars in 
Kent, but Dover Boys’ is struggling 
and has recently lost its headteacher 
after a critical Ofsted. 

A major consequence of the ex¬ 
panded numbers is that some local 
non-selective schools are being 
stripped of pupils; those suffering 
worst being Pent Valley Technology 
College in Folkestone, with 62 per 
cent of its places still vacant in spite of 
having removed 60 this year, and St 
Edmund’s Catholic School in Dover 
which went into special measures 
last year, and pays the price with 58 
per cent vacancies. 

Elsewhere in Kent, the third most 
popular school in the county is Ful¬ 
ston Manor School in Sittingbourne, 


a town that is desperately short of 
non-selective places. 

Fulston Manor has increased its in¬ 
take by 25 places to try and manage 
demand, but still turned away 103 first 
choices, a rise of over 40 since 2013. 
Westlands in the same town is not far 
behind with 92, the third secondary 
school, Sittingbourne Community 
College also being oversubscribed. 

Many of the unhappy applicants 
will be from Sheppey, whose academy 
is still not popular after its many dif¬ 
ficulties, having been left with 96 va¬ 
cancies as a result. 

However, the two grammar 
schools, Borden and Highsted, both 
have plenty of spaces still going so 
these could well be the next grammar 
schools to look at setting their own 
test to boost numbers. 

T hanet is another problem 
area, the difficulties primarily 
being caused by the unpopu¬ 
larity of Marlowe Academy 
in Ramsgate, which has only made 51 
offers; 18 of them to children allocated 
by KCC who did not apply, a total of 
just 29 per cent of its capacity. 

This is a further sharp fall on last 
year’s figure at this stage of just 80 
children, only 53 of whom took up 
their places in September. 

Surely, there is no way the Marlowe 
can be allowed to continue in this 
way? It must be under intense finan¬ 
cial pressure and, I assume, will have 
to lay-off even more staff this summer 


so that it will soon be impossible to of¬ 
fer a full curriculum. 

As a result, there are just four va¬ 
cancies across the other six non-se¬ 
lective schools, most being heavily 
oversubscribed including St George’s 
CofE, now the third most popular 
non-selective school in Kent, with 93 
first choices turned away. 

Feel sorry for the children offered 
places at the Chaucer Technology 
School in Canterbury who now have 
to find another school after KCC de¬ 
cided to close it when it saw just 42 
places were taken up. 

This figure is nine higher than the 
number who applied for the Marlowe 
Academy, before it was were shored 
up with children who could not find a 
place elsewhere. 

The clue is in the name. KCC cannot 
close Marlowe because it is an acade¬ 
my. Government has been highly criti¬ 
cal of it several times in recent years, 
but appears unwilling to take the nec¬ 
essary action to sort it out. 

Another school in the news this 
week is the Towers School in Ashford, 
with its proposal for uni-sex toilets. 
Even before this story broke, it has 
been hammered by the opening of the 
Wye Free School, with a fall of 54 stu¬ 
dents at this stage over last year, leav¬ 
ing 50 per cent of its spaces empty. 

Meanwhile, Wye has immediately 
risen high in the list of oversubscribed 
schools on the back of this, turning 
away 44 first choices for its 90 places. 
Trinity, the free school in Sevenoaks, 
has proved equally popular with 38 
first choices rejected. The third, Had- 
low Rural Community School, ini¬ 
tially planned for 30 places, but has 
offered 60, taking children from oth¬ 
er local schools. 

Hardest hit is High Weald Acade¬ 
my in Cranbrook, which already has 
103 vacancies before other more pop¬ 
ular and selective schools increase 
this number through appeals. 

Medway boasts, if that is the cor¬ 
rect word, the most popular school 
across the area, Brompton Academy 
turning away a mindblowing 173 
first choices. 

Most of the other ten non-selectives 
are full, except for Bishop of Roches¬ 
ter Academy, which has had a very 
difficult few early years, with 94 va¬ 
cancies. 

Along with two other schools, John 
Fisher Catholic and the Robert Napi¬ 
er, they absorb 117 children who got 
none of their chosen schools, this po¬ 
larisation of choice contributing to 
Medway’s sharp fall in the number of 
children who were offered their first 
choice school this year. 

■ Peter Read runs Independent Ed¬ 
ucation Advice. To find out more in¬ 
formation see his website at www. 
kentadvice.co.uk. 
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Britannia Theatre ( JQfcffat# J/l/fr&b ) 
forthcoming events for March 

For All these events BOOK NOW call our box office on 0844 858 6656 or email events@dickensworld.co.uk 





21st March Lee & The Hot Rods (Rock n Roll) jjS k 
28th March The Alice Band (Classic rock) A j 
4th April Contraband JMMN 

11th April Bros Grimm 

18th April Paza ■ 

25th April Dicky Heart and the palpitations^E3g||]E 
2nd May gambler ^^^H||H|j|p 

For Fall bootr* inquiries or to perform con-dtt 
Lii BacbJth m 0-79M ^3335 -or emaif l^acfcyfiLhjSlalklallLns!: 
Coma ttckm world cn 0S44^5S 6S56-/CUH m\2l 
Email bwkiri^di^nswofld.gp^k 


after DISCO 'TILL LATE 
food available 

DOORSOPEN 7PM 


BnLnuuj TVittt. DkKffll Chultim Mkrillwe. Krai HI4, 


Aadil presents in the Britannia Theatre at Dickens World 


Saturday B9th March 


Saul Room at Porter*'s Bar 
with Terry Brawn & Tony 
/Morris of Saulbeat / Club 
Roam at Britannia Theatre 
with your hast Aadil 


Boars open 3pm-3am 
Admission 
CS in advance 
CIO an the daar 
Oresscade Smart/Casual 


f l Aadil Presents Over 30s Clubbing 
■ Kent Soul Nights | Dickens World 


Contact the Box Office on 0844 858 6656 
bookings@dickensworld.co.uk 
Leviathan Way, Chatham Maritime, Kent, ME4 4LL 
www.dickensworld.co.uk 




FRIDAY 28TH MARC 


P 

I TICKETS £15.00 each or 
I £13-50 for group bookings of 10 or n 


I For 1 lilt el the line up 
and tobook tickets please vint 
www. ImUiutiilli tatrrthithiJD,co.uk 
or call boi office 4&14 B5B frfafh 


Starring 90s Club 
hit-makers Living Jay 
an stage performing the 
international hits 
“I’m A Dreamer”, “Don’t 
Stop Movin’’ and “Fallout 
The Rules” and mare! 


FREE QARVERY FOR ALL mothers on MOTHER’S day ^ 


WHEN PRE-BOOKING BY CALLING PORTER’S on 01634 891385 or EMAIL 


porters@dickensworld.co.uk 

When accompanied with at least a paying adult and child. QUOTE KOS30 


Britannia Theatre, Dickens World, Chatham Maritime, Kent ME4 4LL www.dickensworld.co.uk 
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Mother 


Gifts for 


BIRD BATHS FROM £10 PLANTERS FROM £5 
STATUES FROM £10 BENCHES FROM £29 


WHELANS 52 HIGH STREET, BLUETOWN ME12 1RW 
NEXT TO SHEERNESS DOCKS 


01795 663879 


/. JUT . 


500 NEW ITEMS 
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NEW GARDEN CENTRE 


PALMS FROM £5 COMPOST 3 FOR £10 
SPRING & SUMMER BEDDING PLANTS NOW AVAILABLE 


WHELANS MANUFACTURE OVER 
4,000 DIFFERENT DESIGNS 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 9am-5pm 

www.whelansgardenornaments.com 
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HEROINE: Olympic track cycle star and nine-time world champion Victoria Pendleton was surprise guest of honour at the Robery Napier School in Gillingham as part of a Sport Relief competition 


Olympic cycle queen Victoria is 
school's surprise Sport Relief prize 



Charity better off for students’ lunchtime run 


By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 


LIZZY Yarnold wasn’t the only Olympic 
superstar in the county on Friday, as 
track cycling queen of the London 2012 
Games made a surprise appearance. 

Victoria Pendleton was guest of 
honour at the Robery Napier School 
in Gillingham. 

Ms Pendleton won double gold at 
the velodrome and is the nine-times 
world-champion track cyclist. 

But on Friday she was the prize for 
the secondary school, which beat 
thousands of others to secure the very 
special visit. It was all part of the 
Sport Relief events that raged across 
the nation across the weekend. 

Ms Pendleton was brought to the 
school courtesy of a contest run by 
milk brand Cravendale, which part¬ 
nered this year’s charity fund-raising 
attempt. 

Not only did the children get to see 
her medals close up but she also took 
part in a friendly game of dodgeball 
with pupils and teachers. 

Her key role, though, was to kick- 
start the school’s Sport Relief Mile. 

In a change from their normal 
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classes, GCSE PE students then re¬ 
ceived an inspirational talk from the 
Olympian, who encouraged them to 
continue their sporting dreams. 

Swapping sport for baking, anoth¬ 
er passion of hers, Ms Pendleton 
judged eight finalists in a special 
bake-off challenge, presenting the 
winner with an apron and trophy to 
remember the moment. 

Ms Pendleton said: “It’s been fan¬ 
tastic to team up with Cravendale for 
this competition. I’ve had great fun 
meeting the students and enjoying all 
their baked goodies. 

“They’ve shown fantastic commit¬ 
ment to Sport Relief and I’ve been re¬ 
ally inspired by their fund-raising 
efforts. I hope schools everywhere 
will continue to raise money for Sport 
Relief to give extremely vulnerable 
and disadvantaged people in the UK 
and throughout the world a helping 
hand to turn their lives around.” 

Fiona Miller, head-teacher of the 
school, said: “We are absolutely 
thrilled to welcome Victoria to our 
school. The pupils are extremely ex¬ 
cited to win this national competition 
and I’m so pleased we entered. Her 
visit will undoubtedly inspire the stu¬ 
dents for a long time to come.” 


MORE than 100 students and staff 
from Canterbury College ran the 
Sport Relief Mile on Friday to raise 
£250 for the charity. 

During their lunchtime, those 
taking part did two-and-a-half laps 
of the college grounds. Some ran, 
others walked, and students with 
mobility difficulties took part in 


wheelchairs and walkers. 

Sport student Harry Humphreys, 
17, finished in first place, crossing 
the finish line in five minutes and 
20 seconds. 

Some people donned costumes 
to run, with health and social care 
lecturer Vincent McCurry dressed 
as Batman and students’ union 


president Ben Gardiner running as 
Canterbury College’s meerkat 
mascot. 

He said: “It was great to see 
such a large group of people 
getting active in such an enjoyable 
way. 

“Hopefully this will give them 
incentive to be active more often.” 


KMI 


kent-life.co.uk kentnews.co.uk 







» Features team 
Editor: Dave Mairs 
dave.mairs@archant.co.uk 
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Follow us @KOSLeisure or 
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Starsky? Maybe, but now 
there's a whole lot more 


Paul Michael 
Glaser, star of 
1970s cop show 
Starsky and 
Hutch, is coming 
to the county. 

He talks to Dave 
Mairs about life, 
loss and fear. 


PAUL Michael Glaser will be 71 on 
Tuesday. 

That’s right, the dark-haired one 
from Starsky and Hutch, the 1970s 
American cop show that pretty 
much defined Saturday-night TV 
viewing for those of a certain 
generation. 

It’s likely that such a versatile 
and admired actor has spent 
birthdays in all manner of 
locations around the world, but it 
still strikes a slightly incongruous 
note that this legend of our screens 
will be celebrating the passing of 
another year in Dartford. 

This is where he will be on 
opening night of Fiddler on the 
Roof, at The Orchard Theatre, in 
which he plays the lead role of 


Tevye, the Russian milkman who 
has to grapple with the fact his 
daughters want to marry for love 
rather than whatever the local 
matchmaker has lined up for them. 

It all goes against the traditions 

44 The thing that's 
interesting about 
Fiddler on the Roof is 
that all people can 
relate to the music 

of Tevye’s Jewish faith - the piece 
is set in 1905 - while there’s also 
the wholly unpleasant problem 
of the Tsar trying to evict the 


Jews from their village. 

Suffice to say, Fiddler on the Roof 
is one of the world’s most popular 
musicals. Opening on Broadway in 
1964, it was the first musical run 
to exceed 3,000 performances and 
was the longest-running Broadway 
musical until the arrival of Grease. 

Awards and nominations rolled 
in, there were four Broadway 
revivals and in 1971 a film was 
made in which Glaser played the 
Bolshevik revolutionary Perchik. 

And now he’s the main man in 
a production that has enjoyed a 
lengthy tour, a fact that Glaser 
acknowledges with a cheery irony. 
“A long run? You’d better believe it! 

Continued on page 54 » 
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« Continued from page 33 

It is what is - you just do it.” 

Indeed, but, rightly or wrongly, as 
someone of that ‘certain generation’ 
you can’t talk to Paul Michael Glaser 
and not mention Starsky and Hutch, 
the red-and-white car, Huggy Bear 
and all the rest... 

And so you do, and immediately 
feel a touch awkward and ask if he 
finds it irritating. 

“Yes, I get lots of questions on that 
and I gather the show still gets 
re-run on television,” he said. “I don’t 
have a problem with it at all. It’s not 
that it’s irritating - it’s just more fun 
to have a real conservation.” 

Stop! Where we do go from here? 

The obvious recourse is the 
production in question, but again 
you get that sinking feeling that he’s 
bracing himself for questions he will 
have been asked a hundred times. 

“The thing that’s interesting about 
Fiddler on the Roof is that it has been 
cross-generational and cross- 
cultural. It’s travelled all over the 
world - all people can relate to the 
music, which is wonderful.” 

Perhaps not many were aware of 
Glaser’s singing abilities, but the 
man himself has no such doubts. 

“Yeah, I’m an actor first, but I’ve 
got a pretty good voice. Initially I 
was just trying to strengthen my 
stage voice - my tutor told me I was 
never gonna be a singer,” he said 
with a laugh that grew more 
infectious the more we spoke. 

He says the audiences agree with 
him and are “enthusiastic, energetic” 
and sometimes get the rhythm and 
move to the beat. 

Getting the impression that 
perhaps he has said all he can say 


about the show, we move the 
conversation to what he will do 
when he gets back to Los Angeles. 

“I have this book I wrote, so I’ll be 

44 It was a fear of 
helplessness I was 
dealing with, but I did 
have an opportunity to 
grow spiritually 

working on marketing that. I also 
have a photography and painting 
show coming up.” 

You ask about the book and 
suddenly everything changes. 


Chrystallia And The Source Of Light 
is his first book and he wants to talk. 

“I’m very proud of it,” he said. “It’s 
set at Christmas and there’s a brother 
and sister whose mum is not well. 
They have the need to believe in an 
underground medieval kingdom - 
it’s all dressed up in the tradition of 
The Wizard of Oz. 

Glaser says that “people are not 
aware of the variety of shape and 
form that crystals take”, but the book 
actually relates to the subject of fear. 

“It’s asks what is the purpose of 
fear. It’s my attempt to share my 
experience of loss and fear.” 

Crumbs, sounds a bit heavy for a 
children’s fantasy, I venture. 

“It’s not heavy,” he said. “We have 


not been educated to understand our 
relationship with fear - we are given 
a shorthand fear of the natural state 
of human existence. 

“What we really have is a fear of 
helplessness in the face of our 
mortality. Our mind would do 
anything to avoid the fact that we 
are helpless in the face of mortality. 

“When we say we are scared, we 
mean a part of us is scared. We can 
point to parts of us that are not 
scared. You have the human gift of 
consciousness - you can choose to 
have compassion and courage and by 
extension fear gives us the opportunity 
to identify our higher self. 

“The mind indentifies itself by 
what it can do - it does not feel it is 


measuring, quantifying or owning. 
We are creating belief systems - no 
one tells anyone what faith is or 
where it comes from.” 

We’re talking religion here, right? 

“Unfortunately, religions often 
become a set of beliefs rather than 
ideas people invest in. It’s more about 
how we celebrate the human spirit.” 

Glaser has experienced more loss 
than most, both his first wife 
Elizabeth and daughter Ariel dying 
after contracting HIV through a 
blood transfusion. 

“When going through losing my 
wife and daughter, there was a lot of 
rage and anger and I guess 
depression - anger at myself being 
helpless. 

“It was a fear of helplessness I was 
dealing with, but I did have a choice 
and also an opportunity to grow 
emotionally and spiritually. I’m now 
at a point of life I didn’t think I be at. 

“The book is the child in all of us 
- it’s beautiful and reaffirming.” 

Our conversation had followed a 
very different path to what I had 
anticipated and been hugely 
enjoyable. Glaser’s American drawl 
is strangely charming and he speaks 
with a confidence and honesty that 
might from someone else sound 
boastful. From him, though, it’s an 
enthusiasm - more books are on the 
way - that demonstrates just why he 
will succeed at whatever he tackles. 

Starsky and Hutch seems a very 
long time ago. 

■ Fiddler on the Roof is at The 
Orchard Theatre, Dartford, from 
Tuesday to Saturday, March 25-29. 
Tickets are priced from £20-£37 
plus a £1.50 per-ticket booking fee. 
Visit orchardtheatre.co.uk or phone 
the box office on 01322 220000. 


Danny Clarke 
The Flat Roofing 
Specialist 

• Free Estimates and advice 
• All Guttering and Fascia Work undertaken 

• Special Offer ~ 
GARAGE ROOFS only £500! 

All works Guaranteed for 10 YEARS 

01634 680103 / 
07608 776469 



No job too small 
DSS Welcome. 24 hour 
Free estimates. Friendly advice 
and competitive rates. 

Storage facility available. 


01634 280085 07889 308755 

Local Authority Approved 


_ KITCHEN 

C^ANDY SHEPHERD^} 

~ DESIGNER LTD ~ 
Suppliers and Installers of Quality 

• Bathrooms 

• Bedrooms »im» 

• Kitchens 

Tel/Fax 01634 379423 

www.as-kitchens.co.uk 


ALL TONES 

BUILDING & DECORATING 


EXTENSIONS/RENOVATIONS 
CARPENTRY/JOINERY 
PLASTERING/DECORATING 
KITCHEN/BATHROOM 
DESIGN & INSTALL 
GARDEN LANDSCAPING 
ALL WORK UNDERTAKEN 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 
FRIENDLY, RELIABLE 
& FULLY INSURED 
www.alltonesbuildinganddecorating.co.uk 
www.alltoneshandyman.co.uk 


CALL PAUL: 
07586 854 866 
01322 807 425 

TO BEAT ANY 
GENUINE WRITTEN 
QUOTATION. 


AFFORDABLE 

WOOD BURNING 

STOVES 

from £334 delivered 

Specialising in 
Country Kiln 
Wood Burning and 
Multi Fuel Stoves 

T. 01560 483 966 

www.woodburningstoveslimited.com 



TJ 

Heating Services 


Plumbing & 



• Service and installation 

• Replacement and repair 

• Gas fires, combi boilers, water heaters & cookers 

• Fully insured and reliable service 


Boiler Service £50 
Landlords Certificate £60 
Boiler Breakdown Cover £5.99 

01795 475391 • 07912 940875 


TRAX MOBILE DISCO 


Dance the night away to music 
from the past to present day 
chart toppers 

• WEDDINGS • ENGAGEMENTS 
• BIRTHDAYS • FUNCTIONS 
• ANNIVERSARIES 

CALL FOR QUOTE 07810 282 107 

e: traxmobiledisco@hotmail.co.uk 

PAT Tested RL.I. (public liability insurance] 



^ K.O. 

'nnMucTir di 


DOMESTIC REPAIRS 



309158 / 


• Washing Machines 
»Tumble Dryers 
» Fridge Freez ers 
» Ovens 4j|£&i 
» Dishwasher^*®®*** 


NO CALL OUT CHARGE 
Mon - Fri 8am - 7pm and 
Sat & Sun 8am - 5pm 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 
PARTS/LABOUR 

07958 065395 


LoC$/ 
Handyman 

Plumbing (City & Guilds Qualified) ~ Bathrooms 
Washing Machines Installed ~ Radiators Moved 
Landlords / Property Maintenance ~ Guttering 
Painting/Decorating ~ Flat Pack Assembly 
Garden Maintenance ~ Hedge Trimming 
Laminate Flooring ~ General Repairs ~ Odd Jobs 
No job to small ~ References Available 
Fully Insured ~ All areas of Kent covered 

VCall Clive: 07765 663322 y 
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Electrical-Plumbing-Carpentry 
Kitchens & Bathrooms fitted 
Floor and Wall Tiling 
Painting & Decorating 
Handyman Services 


HANDYMAN SERVICES 



www.doitall4u.co.uk 

07771-501828 

info@doitall4u.co.uk 
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Art to spark the imagination 


Three very different ideas have been 
commissioned for this year’s Medway 
Fuse Festival taking place in June. Greg 
Miles looks at what is being planned. 


E xcitement is building 
ahead of the 2014 Medway 
Fuse Festival, with three 
artists receiving commis¬ 
sions for their work to be part of the 
event. 

The three-day free cultural festival 
is three months away, but organisers 
are already whetting the appetites 
with the announcement of new 
projects taking place. 

After offering an open invitation to 
artists in January, three have been 
chosen to receive funding for their 
work. 

They are One Day Works from 
Nicole Mollett, Save The Lyma Birds! 
from Canterbury’s Knuckle And Joint 
Theatre Company and Comic Cuts 
from mural artists Squarecube 
Artisans led by Richard Jefferies. 

The festival’s artistic director Megan 
Donnolley said: “Fuse is expanding 
rapidly, involving a huge range of 
national and international talent. 

“But it still has its roots in the 
Medway community and is 
committed to giving opportunities to 


local artists and celebrating the 
area’s strong identity. 

“The commissions not only allow 
our local artists to be part of the 
festival programme but also to 
experiment and develop new ways of 
working. 

“All three commissions will create 
something very exciting, tailor-made 
for Fuse, and will spark imaginations 
throughout the festival.” 

44 All commissions will 
create something very 
exciting, tailor-made for 
Fuse, and will spark 
imaginations 99 

One Day Works brings together per¬ 
formers, film-makers and artists who 
will use a silver converted 1950s 
Airstream caravan to showcase their 
work around Medway. From the high 
street to country villages, it will 
show 10 of the area’s emerging 


artists, resulting in ‘one day works’. 

The Knuckle And Joint Theatre 
Company aims to create a fun, family- 
friendly street theatre performance 
called Save The Lyma Birds!. 

Using three 6ft hatchlings and a 
12ft mother bird, they will interact 
with the public, who will play their 
part in the story. 

It is the brainchild of Peter Morton, 
who has just finished his Masters 
degree in contemporary 
performance at the University of 


Kent. His final project for the course 
saw him strapped to a life-size 
wooden puppet for two weeks. 

Squarecube Artisans’ Comic Cuts 
will be led by local artist Richard 
Jefferies and create black-and-white 
comic-book silhouettes to bring a 
new dimension to public spaces 
around Medway. 

Local people will get the chance in 
open workshops to try their hand at 
creating their own pieces of artwork, 
with help and guidance from the 


professionals. Jefferies was the lead 
artist and creator of last summer’s 
mural in Chatham high street that 
brought together 200 people to 
create a 100ft artwork. 

The festival is running a Cartoon 
and Comic Week from Monday to 
Friday, April 7-11, when youngsters 
can create their own cartoon charac¬ 
ters with the help of professional 
comic artists. 

Continued on page 36 » 




Make your taste 
work overtime... 


buds 


The Worlds Wonder 

* 01233 

732431 

Kenardington Road, 
Warehorne, Ashford, 
Kent TN26 2LU 

WWW. 

worldswonder. co. uk 


Locally 

Sourced 


W 


Honestly 

Cooked 



Free 


^ r p~e.= ...at The World's Wonder 



Our meals are all locally sourced, 
free range, meats and vegetables all 
cooked on the premises including our 
range of famous pies. 



WTHtKS PAY 

frtAt jour t°»ei o u to A ^ 
jvlotkv’s 7-My 

wiss out l 


Range 

Ingredients 



Contemporary 

Craft & Design Fair 

Purchase direct from the very best artists 
and craftmakers in the uk 



CANTERBURY 
4~6 April -Cj o sap 

12 noon to 5pm Fri • 10am to 5pm Sat & Sun • AA Signposted off A290 
CT2 9DT • Admission £4.00 • Over 65’s £3.50 • Under 14’s Free 


www.craftinfocus.com T: 01622 747325 
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Time Out Top Ten 


<« Continued from page 

Alex Milway will be creating the 
baddies, Tim Quinn from Marvel 
Comics will be showing how to tell 
stories through pictures and John 
Miers will help teenagers create 
illustrated stories from their ideas. 

Young children can get involved in 
making their own superheroes with 
Wolf Howard. The week finishes off 
with Jurassic Japes and Crazy Critters 
with Beano’s Gary Northfield. 


All the events are free and take 
place in libraries across Medway. 

From May 28-30 there is also a 
chance to get involved in making 
giant puppets for the festival’s 
parade. The Parade-Maker Project 
will see children aged 11-18 helped 
in a puppetry workshop by 
professionals from Play On Words. 

They will create characters and 
learn techniques to bring them to life 
before taking them on the festival’s 
opening parade on Friday, une 13. 


The workshop takes place at The 
Brook Theatre, Chatham, from 
10am-4pm each day. 

■ The 2014 Fuse takes place from 
Friday to Sunday, June 13-15. It is 
preceded by Lighting The Fuse 
from Saturday to Thursday, June 
7-12, which includes workshops 
and taster events ahead of the 
weekend of action. For more 
information about Fuse Medway 
Festival and the build-up to it, visit 
www.fusefestival.org.uk. 


□ Theatre Royal Margate 

Thursday, March 27 

Phone: 01843 292795 

Jimeoin: Hawkeye dissection and 
stand-up comedy from an 
internationally-acclaimed master. 
Tickets £15. 

Canterbury Cathedral, 
The Crypt 

Friday, March 28 

Phone: 01227 762862 

University of Kent Chamber 
Choir: Music from Renaissance to 
the present. Tickets £7. 

□ Chiddingstone Castle, 
near Edenbridge 

Saturday, March 29 

Phone: 01892 870347 

Garden Open Day: Enjoy the 
gardens as part of the National 
Gardens Scheme. Entry £4. 

Assembly Hall Theatre, 
Tunbridge Wells 

Friday, March 28 

Phone: 01892 530613 

Tap Factory: Dazzling rhythm 
show covering all genres of dance. 
Tickets from £21.25. 

The Marlowe Theatre, 
Canterbury 

Friday and Saturday, April 4-5 

Phone: 01227 787787 

Blind: Leading beat-boxer Grace 
Savage presents her one-woman 
show. Tickets £12. 


The Orchard Theatre, 
Dartford 

Sunday, March 30 

Phone: 01322 220000 

An Evening with Boycie: Star 
tales with John Challis from Only 
Fools And Horses. Tickets £15. 

Quarterhouse, 
Folkestone 

Friday, March 28 

Phone: 01303 858500 

Lee Nelson: Star of BBC Three’s 
Lee Nelson’s Well Good Show is 
back on tour. Tickets £22.50. 

The Gulbenkian, 
Canterbury 

Tuesday, March 25 

Phone: 01227 769075 

Fez Comedy Club: A stellar night 
of comedy with Harriet Kemsley, 
Adam Hess and Joel Dommett. 

□ Tower Theatre, 
Shorncliffe 

Thursday, March 27 

Phone 01843 292795 

Folkestone Jazz Club: Music from 
saxophonist Alan Barnes and 
trumpeter Enrico Tomasso. 

Romney Marsh Visitor 
Centre, Dymchurch Rd 

Thursday, March 27 

Phone: 01797 369487 

Stargazing: Bring warm clothes, 
sensible shoes and binoculars or 
telescope. No booking required. 










VISITOR CENTRE 


Birthday part 


£5 per person 


From 


Open 7 days a week 10am - 5pm 
WESTWOOD MARGATE KENT CT9 4JX 

On the A254 Ramsgate Road, between Westwood Cross Shopping Centre and Margate 




CORGI' <G3MH #s 


Scalextric Races, Entry 
to the Visitor Centre, 
and Airfix Make ‘n’ paint 
are all included for your 
special day 


Suitable for all ages 
from 5 years upwards, 
even if you’re 105! 


The Just the Ticket Cafe 
at Hornby can provide 
meals and drinks on the 
day from £5.50 


10% Discount on retail 
products inside the store 
on the day. 


To Book, or for more 
information, contact: 


Tel: 01843 233524 

www.hornby.com/ 

visitorcentre 

E-mail: 

visitorcentre@hornby.com 



mm 


to get 10% off any 
in store purchases 
show this 
ad at Little 
Fish Shop 


Aquatic Centre 


Established in 1999, we are now extremely well known for our friendly 
yet professional customer service and advice. W e spec ialise in providing 
many types of marine, pond, cold water fflidtropical fish to fill your 
aquarium, as well as fish tankslo help you grow your collection! 


For all yoiiTJpatic ne’er 
• Mari ne •Jfr flTical •Tffdi 

• P3lffls • AqifSfi lifts 
^RfPond Plants 

• Glass Fibre J^onds 
■^PPumps A 

• Liners and muchlfior 


aiso now avananie 

• Chicken Cdtf]5s 

• Rabbit* Guinea 
Pig Hutches & Runs 


www.littlefishshop.co.uk 


Monday-Saturday 10am-6pm Sunday 10am-4pm 
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READER OFFER 


Holidays 


Call 01895 83 33 33< 

for bookings and information 




Holidays offered by GN Voyages, Higher Denham, Uxbridge UB9 5EL; ABTA NoY0291 -ATOL9362 • Email: info@gnvoyages.co.uk • www.gnvoyages.co.uk 

Open 9am to 5.30pm weekdays, 9.30am to 12.30pm Saturdays. 



THE CORINTH CANAL 
& ANCIENT GREECE 


Escorted Small Ship Fly Cruise 


9 days, from £1299pp 

QUOTE: 

Departures: 16, 23, 30 October, 2014 I 

CG-KOS 

5,12,19, 26 March; 2, 9,16 April, 2015 [ 



Join us on this rare opportunity to cruise through the Corinth Canal and to discover incomparable ancient 
history on this fascinating, small ship, circumnavigation of the Greek Peloponnese. With an English 
speaking expert guest speaker on board and a comprehensive optional excursion programme available, 
this promises to be a true voyage of discovery. 

Also included is a 1 night b&b stay at a central Athens hotel before the cruise. 


Ports & Places: Athens > Nafplion/Epidarus > Nafplion/ Mycenae > Gythion/Mani & Duros Cave > Pylos/ 
Nestor's Palace > Katakolon/Olympia > Itea/ Delphi/Corinth Canal > Athens 


INCLUDED:. 

• Return flights to Athens from a choice of UK 
airports including 1 checked-in bag - see below 

• 1 night hotel B&B in Athens - additional nights 
before and/or after the cruise available at extra cost 

• 7-night cruise sharing a double-bed lower deck 
standard cabin with private shower, toilet & air 
conditioning - upgrades available 

• Full-board: American buffet breakfast and two 


meals daily, including a Welcome Cocktail, Greek 
Evening and Captain's Dinner; regular (filter) coffee, 
tea and still mineral water free all day 

• Use of fishing and snorkelling equipment (subject 
to availability) 

• English speaking expert Guest Speaker & 
Multilingual Cruise Escort 

• Transfers in Athens 



ATHENS HOTELS 

Stay in central Athens at the Athens Lotus Hotel or 
similar - breakfast included. 

Upgrade to the 5* Royal Olympic or similar for 
£60pp per night. 


Flight Information & Options 


• Flights are possible 
from these airports with 
a choice of airline and 
several outbound and 
inbound time 
combinations to suit 
your preference. All are 
subject to availability at 
time of booking and 
some may have a 
supplement. 

• Flight time around 3/ 
hours each way 


Heathrow 

Gatwick 

• Flights include 1 checked in 
bag (usually no more than 
20kgs) and 1 carry on bag per 
person - weight and size of 
each subject to airline 
restrictions. 

• Please call us on 01895 83 
33 33 to discuss your flight 
requirements. 


RHINE & MOSELLE RIVER CRUISE 


AMALFI COAST, CAPRI & ROME 



Escorted Holiday by rail or ai 


8 days, full board, from £699pp 
Departs 29 June & 3 August, 2014 


Join us for a relaxing river cruise 
taking-in the majestic Rhine and 
Moselle Valleys where we visit 
Andernach, Cochem, Boppard, 
Rudesheim, Koblenz and 
Konigswinter. Travel by rail from 
London (from Ebbsfleet on request) or 
by air from Gatwick to join the cruise in 
Cologne. Our river cruiser - the Prinses 
Christina will host you in comfort and 
style with breakfast, lunch, dinner and 
late snacks. 


INCLUDED: 

• Escorted throughout 

• Return rail travel from 
London St Pancras (from 
Ebbsfleet on request) to 
Cologne OR return flights 
from Gatwick 

• 7 nights full-board cruise on 
the MV Prinses Christina 
sharing a twin outside 
standard cabin - upgrades 
available 

•Transfers abroad 



QUOTE: AG5/9-KOS 


Escorted Holiday by rail 

CHAMPAGNE 

10 days, half board*, from £1199pp 
Departs 16 May & 18 September, 2014 

CHECK-IN 


Your holiday starts with a glass of bubbly at 
St Pancras'Champagne Bar, London, before 
an early afternoon Eurostar departure to 
Paris (from Ebbsfleet on request). We 
continue by overnight sleeper train, in a 
private 2-berth cabin, arriving in Italy the 
next morning, ready to enjoy a wonderful 
holiday. Included excursions will take-in 
Rome, Ravello, Amalfi, Positano, Sorrento 
and the Isle of Capri. There is also an 
optional excursion to Pompeii and 
Herculaneum. 


INCLUDED: 

• Escorted throughout 

• Champagne check-in at 
London St Pancras 

• Return rail travel Italy 
(from Ebbsfleet on 
request) 

• *7 nights half board hotel 
stay on the Amalfi Coast 

• Excursions as stated 
•Transfers abroad 


ORANGE, AVIGNON, RHONE VALLEY & CAMARGUE 


SPECTACULAR CORSICA 


Escorted Holiday by rail 

EXCURSIONS 

8 days, £799pp 

Departs 7 September, 2014 

INCLUDED 



Situated in the South of France, in the 
middle of the "Cotes du Rhone", the 
historic city of Orange is the perfect 
base from which to experience 
Provence. Its Roman Arch and 
Amphitheatre are both ranked as 
Unesco world heritage sites. We will 
visit Avignon, with its famous 'pont', 
Aix-en-Provence, birthplace of the 
artist Paul Cezanne, the beautiful 
Rhone Valley and the wild Camargue. 


INCLUDED: 

• Escorted throughout 

• Champagne Check-in at 
London St Pancras • Return rail 
travel London St Pancras to 
Avignon - afternoon departure 
(from Ebbsfleet on request) 

• 1 night hotel B&B in Paris 
outbound • 6 nights in Orange 
with buffet breakfasts 

• 3 Restaurant dinners - 3 
courses excluding drinks ~ 

• Excursions • 1 wine tasting 

• All transfers abroad 



Escorted Holiday by rail 

EXCURSIONS 

10 days, half board, £1099pp 

Departs 24 June & 2 September, 2014 

INCLUDED 


Corsica's landscape can change 
dramatically from glittering bays and 
fabulous beaches to jagged peaks and 
breathtaking valleys, dense forests and 
enigmatic hilltop villages. We travel to 
Corsica by rail from London St Pancras 
(from Ebbsfleet on request) to Nice 
where we stay overnight. We continue 
by ferry to Bastia, then to our 3-star 
seashore hotel in Calvi. Included 
excursions take in the best of the 
island. We return by ferry to Nice or 
Savona for an overnight stay, then to 
London by rail. 


INCLUDED: 

• Escorted throughout 

• Return rail travel to Nice 

• 2 nights hotel stay in or near 
Nice (Half Board outbound 
and *B&B on return) 

• Return ferry to Corsica 

• 7 nights half board hotel stay 
in Calvi, Corsica 

• All excursions 
•Transfers abroad 


Note: Price of Holidays by Air subject to flight availability at time of booking - supplement may apply 
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» For more food and 
drink articles pick up 
a copy of this month's 

Kent Life 


Vickery on 
nationwide 


mission 




dish aoina 


Phil Vickery may be the professional 
cook in the family but it’s Fern 
Britton who serves up some of the 
most popular meals in their house. 
The TV chef tells Keeley Bolger 
about his wife’s famous tats and 
the Bramley apples campaign with 
which he is involved. 


I F you lived at the Vickery 
residence, you’d certainly be 
spoilt for choice at dinner 
time. 

As well as This Morning 
chef Phil Vickery’s tasty bread- 
and-butter puddings (made using 
his dad’s recipe) and apple 
crumbles, you’d also be treated to 
his wife Fern Britton’s peerless 
potatoes. 

“My wife does a brilliant roast 
and the best roast potatoes in the 
world,” said Vickery, 52, who grew 
up in Folkestone. “Even after so 
many years cooking, I still can’t 
get them like hers.” 

The TV cook, who is busy 
writing a cookery book about 
British game, is supporting a 
Bramley apples campaign, 
celebrating the juicy British fruit. 

Last month, he launched The 
Great Bramley Bake In, a 
nationwide search to find the best 
Bramley apple recipe, with foodies 
posting their fruity offerings on 
the Bramley Apple Facebook page. 

The winning dish will be 
decided by public vote. There is still 


time to take part in the vote, which 
finishes Sunday (March 23). 

Vickery may not have his TV 
presenter wife’s knack with spuds, 
but there is no time for chips on his 
shoulder in the kitchen when the 
four children are all at home. 

44 I went through a 

stage of not wanting to 
cook. But now I really 
enjoy it again. I think all 
the years of pressured 
cooking gets you down 
a bit 


RELAXED: Folkestone-born Phil Vickery, who is backing The Great 
Bramley Bake In, likes to keep things informal in the kitchen at home 


While most of the time the kids 
(twins Jack and Henry and Grace, 
from Britton’s previous marriage, 
and youngest daughter Winnie) 
can’t be “bothered” to whip up 
meals for the family, Vickery has 
noticed that when there’s a 
compelling reason to, they step up. 

“I think the lads thought it was 
quite cool to cook for mates and 
prospective girlfriends,” he said. 
“The girls are pretty good at 
cooking.” 

But the rest of the time, it is him 
and Britton who take on the bulk 
of the meals. Not that Vickery 
minds. 

“I went through a stage of not 
wanting to cook,” said the chef, 
who says that his dream dinner 
guests would be Harry Redknapp, 
Victorian chef Alexis Soyer, Mrs 
Beeton and Frankie Howerd. 

“But now I really enjoy it again. 

I think all the years of pressured 
cooking gets you down a bit. Now 


it’s just good fun. Plus cooking on 
telly is great!” 

He says his wife is a “very good 
cook”, and the couple like to keep 
the atmosphere light in the 
family’s Buckinghamshire home: 
“I like the radio on in the kitchen 
- so does Fern. 

“It’s all very relaxed and 
informal, but we do like to be 
organised and hate rushing.” 

With the children growing 
older and the twins at university, 
the chance for family mealtimes is 
scarce, but when they can all get 
together they like nothing better 
than a tasty roast with all the 
trimmings. 

“A roast is one of the few meals 
all the family will eat, so it’s 
perfect,” said Vickery. “We try to 
eat together as much as possible.” 

■ For more information about 
The Great Bramley Bake In, 
visit www.facebook.com/ 
bramley apple. 
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We are delighted to be able to bring you the 2014 Kent Life and Kent on Sunday Food & Drink Awards 


Kent Life 

IPKent on Sunday 

kent-life.co.uk kentnews.co.uk 


FOOD&DRNK 




2014 


Sponsored by =/ 

MASERATI 

Motorline 


V OTES are now being 

encouraged for the 2014 
Kent Life and Kent on 
Sunday Food & Drink 
Awards. The awards 
dinner will take place at Tudor Park 
Marriott Hotel and Country Park, 
Bearsted, near Maidstone, on 
Thursday, November 13, from 
6.30pm to midnight. 

The prestigious awards, which 
launched in 2013, are designed to 
champion, highlight and offer a 
showcase to Kent’s outstanding food 
and drink industry. 

From local producers and suppliers 
to small farming businesses, 
restaurants, chefs, pubs and 
hoteliers, all will be people who care 
about the countryside and the future 
of our local environment . 

The companies featured are all 
nominated by you, our Kent Life and 
Kent on Sunday readers. 

We want to know if you’ve received 
a fantastic meal at your local pub or 
been impressed by the produce and 
service at your local farmers’ market 
or farm shop. 

The nomination form is available 
online at www.kent-life.co.uk. 

Entries close on Friday, August 1, 
2014. 

Our hand-picked panel of high- 
profile judges, who all live and work 
in Kent, will then select a short-list. 

This will kickstart the independent 
judging process, when all the finalists 
will be visited or interviewed to 
determine a worthy winner in each 
category. 

All finalists will be invited to the 


glittering awards ceremony in 
November, when they will enjoy a 
Champagne reception and three- 
course meal prepared by Tudor 
Park’s talented head chef Tom Biddle 
before finding out if they are a 
winner. 

This is our second Kent Life and 


Kent on Sunday Food & Drink 
Awards and we are immensely proud 
to be able to offer you once again the 
opportunity to reward and recognise 
the deserving businesses within our 
local food and drink industry that go 
above and beyond expectations. 

These awards are what you, our 


readers, make of them, so if you are 
the owner of a restaurant, a chef or 
local producer, then spread the word 
among your clients, customers and 
visitors. 

It really does take no time to cast 
your vote. 

You can email or post your 
nominees. Members of the judging 
panel are looking for quality over 
quantity, focusing on good 
comments rather than simply the 
number of votes so that everybody is 
in with a chance, no matter how big 
or small their business. 

Don’t forget to let us know when 
you have made your 
recommendation on our Twitter 


page @kosmedia by using #KLFDA 

or if you are looking for nominations. 

• For the nominations form, visit 

www.kent-life.co.uk/food-drink/ 

kent_life_and_kent_on_sunday_ 

food_drink_awards_2014_are_ 

now_open_l_3447503. 



Tudor Park 

A MARRIOTT MOTEL & COUNTRY CLUB 




THE 

BRASSERIE 

on the Bay 


...a tm/uy imiyue /ocatkm 



Mothering Sunday & Easter Sunday 
Lunches at Prince’s 



3 Course Table d’Hote menu at 
the Brasserie on the Bay 


3 course Carvery lunch at Prince's Golf Club from £\4.95pp 


from £23.5 Opp 



Visitwww.princesgolfclub.co.uk | Call 01304 611118 | Emailreservations@princesgolfclub.co.uk 
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your say. 


Send us your views. 

Write to: 

KoS, Apple Barn, Hythe Rd, 
Smeeth, Ashford, TN25 6SS. 

Email: 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 

Twitter: 

@kosmedia 

Please include your name and 
address, although these will 
be withheld in exceptional 
circumstances, and a daytime 
phone number for verification 
(this will not be published). We 
reserve the right to edit all letters. 


Keep county and 
scrap the districts 

I DO not think we should axe KCC, as 
suggested in the excellent article by 
Marijke Cox (KoS 09.03) but I believe 
we should axe all the borough 
councils. 

I think we should replace the 
borough councils with local town 
councils, who will only employ three 
administrators who would assist with 
the work of the local councillors. 

These administrators, one of who 
would be a secretary, would be paid 
on civil servants’ salaries. There 
would be about three extra secretar¬ 
ies throughout Kent who would 
cover for sickness and holiday, these 
would be based at County Hall. 

The borough boundaries would 
also have to be redrawn, for in¬ 
stance, the area between the M2, the 
Thames and the current eastern and 
western boundaries would be classed 
as within the unitary authority of 
Medway. 

It would be possible for smaller 
towns, like Whitstable and Herne 
Bay to have a joint town council if 
the residents wanted that to happen. 
The rural areas would be run by rural 
councils under the same principles. 

I believe this move would save 
millions of pounds per year. 

Jackie Davidson, Sittingbourne 

Drop the London 
boroughs for KCC 

LIVING in one of the Kentish 
boroughs hived off from KCC in the 
1960s, I can assure you that Bromley 
borough is in no way grass roots. 

It is intent on becoming a ‘com¬ 
missioning borough’, providing no 
services itself, instead contracting to 
outside firms by a secretive process. 

I received not even an acknowl¬ 
edgement to my suggestion that they 
consider asking KCC to provide some 
of the services. 

For greater efficiency and effective¬ 
ness I would strengthen KCC, 
imperfect as it may be. 

We need strong county-wide 
representation both at home and in 
Brussels. Kent can and should be 
governed as one county, but 
obviously not by low-calibre 
politicians who say otherwise. 

I have a petition on the govern¬ 
ment e-petitions website entitled 
‘Kent county unification’. This calls 
for the dissolution of the London 
boroughs in north west Kent, and of 
Medway, and for all of Kent to be 
represented once again by KCC. 

I do agree with the idea of strong 
parish councils, though. 

David Scott, Bromley 


Euro elections: Are 
we ‘in’ EU or ‘out’? 


I WAS delighted to see Lib Dem 
leader Nick Clegg standing up for 
the EU last weekend, in the face of 
an increasingly vocal eurosceptic 
political faction and British media 
campaign. 

He made a vital point: These 
Euro elections are the most 
important in years, they effectively 
act as a mini-referendum and we 
have two choices - in or out. 

Just like Nick Clegg I am 
unashamedly pro-European. I 
believe it has generated millions of 
jobs for this country. 

In an increasingly globalised 
world, we need to stand tall 
with our European cousins to 
protect ourselves from security 
threats, and I believe the environ¬ 
ment is a huge issue which 
can only be tackled at the 
supranational level. 

But I was also pleased to see the 


Let local councils 
deal with issues 

FURTHER to your article about KCC 
-1 do believe that we need local 
councils in place to oversee things 
and be available to give local advice/ 
feedback to national government as 
well as the electorate. 

I do, however, question the need 
for the various councils and mayors 
at ‘local’ level as this increases costs 
to the ratepayers who pay their 
salaries, allowances and pensions 


Lib Dem leader say his party were 
not offering unbridled support to 
the EU. 

They recognise that, just like all 
institutions, the EU needs reform 
to ensure it moves with the times 
and continues to work effectively. 

Reforming the EU and steering 
it in a direction which most 
benefits Britain can only be done 
from within, with hard working 
MEPs sitting round the table. 

Why do I fail to mention the 
Tories and Labour until now? I’ve 
barely heard a peep out of them 
on Europe - they’ve remained 
tight-lipped - so why would 
anyone waste their vote on them? 

This election effectively 
determines the answer to the big 
question; in or out - the Lib Dems 
or Ukip? 

Rob Bird, KCC member for 
Maidstone Central 


and don’t get value/satisfaction for 
their money. 

A perfect example being my 
parents. They live in Southborough, 
near Tunbridge Wells, and they had 
an issue when a new neighbour 
moved in and caused great upheaval 
and stress to them, and several other 
neighbours, with his planning 
application to destroy trees, hedges, 
outbuildings and severely reduce a 
shared turning area at the end of the 
drive in order to build a bungalow in 
a space that was clearly far too small. 

Southborough Town Council quite 
rightly refused the application 


yet he lodged an appeal. 

My parents and their neighbours 
collectively sought legal advice and 
they, Southborough council and 
several other residents in neighbour¬ 
ing properties, continued to oppose 
the application yet for some insane 
reason Tunbridge Wells Borough 
Council took no notice of all the 
evidence and approved the appeal. 

The reason remains a mystery. 

But several years on, the misery 
still goes on for my parents and 
others who bitterly regret the day 
their neighbours moved in and 
wonder firstly - what do they pay 
their taxes for and secondly, what is 
the point of Southborough council if 
they don’t have any jurisdiction in 
their own backyard and cannot help 
their constituents? 

As a result my parents lost faith in 
the system so have since stopped 
voting in any local elections. 

Name and address supplied 

Is Sevenoaks’ full 
service to return? 

IT IS all very well for Southeastern 
boss Charles Horton to dole out 
Marks & Spencer vouchers to 
long-suffering commuters on the 
Hastings to Tonbridge line (which 
has been closed due to landslides). 

But equally this is poor compensa¬ 
tion for many hard-pressed and 
frazzled commuters further up the line. 

Sevenoaks commuters have had to 
endure a heavily reduced and 
overcrowded service since January 
because of the landslips, but with 
little immediate relief in sight for 
increased fares. 

Can we be reassured by Mr Horton 
that a full Sevenoaks service will be 
resumed when the trains finally 
return to a normal timetable? 

Dr Alan Bullion, Lib Dem 

parliamentary spokesman 
for Sevenoaks 

At last real facts 
on EU behemoth 

IT’S good to hear some proper facts 
about the EU from R Arnold (KoS, 
last week) rather then the usual 
vague unsubstantiated drivel that 
somehow this MPs gravy train/ 
retirement club is good for us. 

History shows people are too 
wrapped up in their own selfish 
interests and only wake up when it’s 
too late. 

The problems in Greece and other 
EU countries, squashed with billions 
of our money, are only the tip of the 
iceberg for this corrupt, undemo¬ 
cratic and wasteful behemoth. 

Phil Granger, West Mailing 


KOS 10 GUIDING PRINCIPLES 

AS part of our commitment to providing the best 
service to you, we have produced our 10 guiding 
principles which tie in with our parent company 
Archant’s overall mission statement. 

Archant’s mission statement is: “We bring 
together motivated buyers and sellers through the 
creation of unique and compelling content and 
community expertise.” This is summed up in the 
strapline 'Inspiring Communities’. 


The way KoS will create our unique and 
compelling content is to follow these 10 principles: 

Kent on Sunday will: 

1) Be available in every postcode in Kent. 

2) Be fair, accurate and balanced. 

3) Be written in clear, concise English. 

4) Not be overly sensational. 

5) Have a sense of humour. 

6) Have an easily understood division between 


news, comment and advertising. 

7) Seek to celebrate as well as constructively 
criticise. 

8) Highlight topical issues of concern to people 
living in the county. 

9) Spotlight individual cases which raise 
broader concerns. 

10) Champion causes that it feels are important 
to the well-being of the county and its people. 
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images of kent 



Margate 

beach 


by David Watkins 

from Margate 


If your picture is printed on 
this page you will receive an 
any-duration Dover-Calais 
return crossing for a car and 
up to five passengers, valid 
for a year, courtesy of... 


MYFERRYLI n k 

Owned and run by the crew 


To see your photograph printed, 
email editorial@kosmedia. 
co.uk, or post it to Archant KOS 
Media, Images of Kent, Apple 
Barn, Hythe Road, Smeeth, 
Ashford TN25 6SS. Be sure to 
include your name, address and 
a contact telephone number. 
Unfortunately we cannot return 
any prints, and please do not send 
negatives. Note: all digital images 
must be no less than 200dpi. 


OPEN EVERY SUNDAY 10AM TO 4PM 



A 

N 

n 
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\ 

(WIiTi/RE AND 
aeOTWCAL $TeR£ 



• Suites • 

• Lounge Furniture • 

• Dining Tables • 

• Coffee Tables • 
•Beds, Bedroom Furniture * 

• TVs, DVDs, Hi-Fi’s • 

• Washing Machines • 

• Fridges • 

• Dishwashers • 


Please donate ft 

any good quality 1 

furniture & / 

electrical items 
to help raise funds 
to fight heart disease, the 
UK’s biggest killer. Good 
quality china, full tea 
services and crystal etc, 
taken. 


G4U. 


Help us make more of your donation by gift aiding it!* 


House Clearance 


Cheaper than the rest and 

all for a good cause 

Landlords, tenants & homebuyers 

Furnish your home for under £500 with good quality furniture 
& electricals & help fight heart disease & save lives too! 


•Calls cost 5p per minute from a BT landline. Charges from other providers and mobiles may vary 
**We can reclaim 28p in every £1 raised from the sale of your donation from the HMRC. 
Occasionally we are unable to accept an item that is offered to us for reasons of safety and quality. 


(cUEO/oN 
yftad ^ 4/6J- 

I HUGE SAVINGS! 

Furniture & 
Electrical Items 
Why not give your 
home a full makeover! 



British Heart 
V / Foundation 
Furniture & 

nrimh Electrical Store 

Foundation „ ,,, 

70-72 West Street, 
Sittingbourne, Kent ME10 1AR 


We need your donations of furniture 
& electrical items. 
To arrange FREE collection call: 

0844 499 4168 

Opening Times: 

Monday-Saturday 9.30am-5.00pm 



Tunbridge Wells Care Centre 
specialises in providing high quality 
care to the people living in our 
comfortable, secure and happy 
home. 

Each of our residents receives the 
highest standard of tailored nursing, 
specialist dementia and respite care 
from fully trained and professional 
staff 24 hours a day 7 days a week. 


6(^/1 

emories 
are made 
of this. £ 


01892 618721 

Call or visit us at anytime - NO APPOINTMENTS NECESSARY 


0 TUNBRIDGE WELLS 

CARE CENTRE 
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mydate24 


Place your advert call: 

0844 887 2316 

and follow the simple instructions 

To Place your ad 
by text 

Simply text REG followed by 
your first name, date of birth, 
area and your advert (max 155 
characters) and send to 80098 
FREE Standard Network rates apply. 


To Reply to members 
from your landline call: 

0906 515 7112 

calls cost £1.53 per min 

Have the adverts 6-digit box no 
written down and do key-it-in 
promptly when asked. Don't forget 
to leave contact details for replies. 



To Reply to members from 
your mobile call 68118 

calls cost £1.50 per minute plus network charges 

Or Text.. REPLY2 (leave a space) the six-digit 
box number (leave a space) and then enter your 
message & send to 80098 eg: REPLY2 123456 
hi get in touch... then send to 80098 Success¬ 
fully forwarded messages cost £1.50 per message 
(Max 160 characters). You must exchange 7 messages 
each before you can swap contact details. Messages 
may be moderated for your safety and security. 


YOUR local dating service, run by the 

dating experts who have been established 
since 1990. REAL people in YOUR area.. 


Date ONLINE Been left a message? 


Pickup your replies 
on: 

0906 515 7114 

calls cost £1.53 per min 


'HE biggest UK on-line database of 17 million UK REAL users waiting to meet 


YOU can now 
date online or 
via your mobile 

Simply VISIT 
us at: 

www.bbjournal24.mydate24.co.uk 


visit., www.bbjournal24.mydate24.co.uk 


Women Seeking 


REMEMBER: Calls cost 
£1.53 per minute plus net¬ 
work extras. Texts cost 
£1.50 per message sent. 


TEXT IN NOW AND CHAT TO 
LOCAL PEOPLE. SEND: 
CHAT2 TO : 80098 (T&C’S 
BELOW) 

SUSAN seeking nice male, 
medium build, 35, easygoing, 
likes music, nights in. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 
406779 0 

MARIE 37yrs slim attractive 
caring, likes meals in/out, 
cinema, tennis, keeping fit/ 
active, WLTM fun loving, reliable 
man for friendship leading to 
more. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 411037 0 
SARAH, married lady seeks 
discreet no strings fun with 
gent. AC A. Tel No: 0905 002 
1948 Box 408291 
SOPHIE 27yr old nursing 
assistant with no ties looking for 
discreet adult fun times with tall 
attractive guy 35-42yrs. GSOH 
essential. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 410717 0 
34YR single mum of 1 who loves 
nights out having a good time 
seeks similar sociable fun guy to 
enjoy relaxed but extremely fun 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 410709 0 
ANNA, busty mature lady seeks 
no strings discreet meetings 
with male any age or location. 
Tel No: 0905 002 1954 Box 
366019 _ 

BUSTY Caribbean lady who 
loves music, dance and singing, 
looking for nice older guy for 
mutual adult no strings fun 
times. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 410305 0 
LYN 34yrs, pretty petite dark 
haired female, loves music, 
meals out, quiet drinks out, 
seeking caring male with GSOH 
who can make me feel special 
again. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 410137 0 
NINA, black beauty, looking for 
discreet adult times with man 
any age. Tel: 0905 002 1957 
Box 409901 

CAROLINE blonde curvy very 
active lady who loves to 
socialise, countryside, seeking 
similar caring male for LTR and 
to share good times with. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
409413 0 

RACHEL 39, brown hair/eyes, 
5ft 6ins, bubbly, outgoing, 
naughty, busty, divorced, seeks 
male for discreet fun times. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
410835 0 

SUSAN seeking nice male, 
medium build, 35, easygoing, 
likes music, nights in. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 
406779 0 


nurse, caring, loving romantic, 
faithful, likes cosy nights in with a 
nice wine and lovely man, if that's 
you, call me. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 410571 0 
JANE tall leggy blonde size 12, 
nice/eyes, likes yoga, swimming, 
meals in/out, etc, WLTM nice tall 
male/dad with similar interests to 
spend time with. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 410487 0 
WOULD you like to be my 
Valentine? Widow 68, seeking 
Valentine 68-70, likes most things, 
would like to share them with 
someone. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 410695 0 
LAURA happy size 12-14, 
attractive, loves shopping, gym, 
music, clubbing, eating in/out, 
looking for sincere honest male 
looking for more than just good fun. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
410713 0 

KATIE 21 yr old very attractive 
female who is up for most things, 
looking for daytime fun, no strings 
and discreet pis. Age/status 
unimportant. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 410573 0 
JEWISH widow, 67, loves animals, 
seeks genuine, Jewish gent, 68-73 
for friendship, maybe more. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
410547 

DAWN 38 dark hair/eyed medium 
built busty female who loves nights 
in/out, WLTM fun honest 
male/single dad with GSOH to help 
mend my broken heart. Tel No: | 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 410483 0 
TERRI 44 green eyed long legged 

PLACE YOUR AD BY TEXT I busty blonde ’ loves t0 dress u p and 

' look feminine, seeking loving, fun, 
honest professional to fall head 
over her heals with. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 410315 0 
SUE attractive, likes walks, 
gardening, social drinks, looking for 
male to settle down with, 60's. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
410231 


SAM, 35yrs, own business, 
sexy, loves dressing up and 
married, seeks discreet man for 
casual meetings. Can travel 
anywhere. ACA. Tel No: 0905 
002 1960 Box 408297 
SUE optimistic divorced lady 
with OHAC, good job, enjoys 
meals out, cinema, countryside, 
pub lunches, looking for 
likeminded outgoing happy 
male. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 410467 0 
CATHY very much a lady seeks 
gent up to 62yrs who would 
appreciate an independent 
professional sassy female who 
loves to be wined, dined and 
romanced. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 410301 0 
RACHAEL 36yr old nurse 
looking to raise the temperature 
of reliable sincere male. I have 
my OACH, a single mum to 1, 
love gym, cosy meals, animals 
etc. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 411045 0 

SUSAN 29 green eyes, dark 
hair, slim, looking for Mr tall dark 
and handsome to take me out, 
enjoy adult times without 
complications just fun. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 
410957 0 


female looking for uncomplicated 
fun times only. Status unimportant. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
409107 0 

KAREN 55, fun loving, attractive, 
young at heart, seeks caring, 
affectionate man, 55-65 who loves 
animals and the simple things in 
life. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 408813 0 

SARAH pretty petite green eyed 
female, lots of fun, likes children, 
animals, gym, eating out, running, 
sports, fast cars, shopping, 
seeking, nice guy to spend time 
with. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:408879 0 

JOANNA slim attractive blue eyed 
blonde nurse, divorced with two 
teenagers, lots of love to give, 
looking for Mr Right, call me lets 
put the spark back. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 409097 0 
FLOR beautiful educated 
European blonde, articulate, 
seeking similar intelligent well- 
mannered mature gent to enjoy 
socialising, conversing and quality 
times. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:408293 0 


likes meals out, drinks, nights in, 
walks, seeks male. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 409025 0 
MANDY blonde, blue eyes, 
voluptuous, honest, likes animals, 
walks, socialising, seeking older 
gent, late 70's early 80's. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 408741 0 
SELSEA 43, driver, own home, 
N/S, 5ft 8ins, slim, dark hair, green 
eyes, confident, outgoing, likes 
most things, seeks N/S male, 40- 
48. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:408405 0 

SATURDAY night blues! Home 
alone again and looking for male 
companionship. Blonde, slim, 
32yrs, attractive, what are you 
waiting for? Call me if you’re 
normal and lovely. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 408867 0 
CAROLINE 60, 5ft 2ins, likes 
animals, walks, travel, gardening, 
seeks male. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 402067 
SOPHIE attractive hard working 
female, who enjoys dancing and 
good company, WLTM loving male 
to enjoy nights out and genuine 
laughter. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 408625 0 



Men Seeking 

mydate24l 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.53 
per minute plus network extras. 
Texts cost £1.50 per message 
sent. 


SIMPLY TEXT: REG 

followed by your 
FIRST NAME, 
80098 DATE of BIRTH, 
AREA and 
YOUR ADVERT 
(max 155 characters) 
and SEND to 80098 


FREE (Standard Network rates apply) 

KAREN blonde blue eyed slim 
35yr old interesting female 
looking for good times, call me if 
are in a similar situation, board 
and looking for some fun. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
410719 0 

JANE pretty size 12, loves going 
out socialising, countryside, 
meals out, looking for no strings 
fun, nothing heavy, give me a 
call if you are seeking similar. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
410579 0 

BLONDE pretty, long legged, 
voluptuous, blue eyes, seeks 
male. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 410585 0 
CLAIRE young 39 slim size 10, 
pretty, outgoing, seeks similar 
spontaneous male for nights 
in/out and fun times. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 
409417 0 


CUSTOMER SUPPORT 

Call 0844 800 1188 Monday - Friday 10am 

- 4pm or email us at support@jmediauk.co.uk 


68YR old widow, seeking 68-70yr 
old gent, likes meals out, cosy 
nights in, lets start New Year with 
new outlook. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 409467 0 
CATHY happy independent female 
looking for her soul mate, someone 
to spend quality time but who also 
likes their own space. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 409909 0 
VANESSA 32yrs single mum, 
honest, loving, kind hearted, been 
hurt in the past enjoys music, 
reading etc, WLTM my very special 
Mr Right. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 409899 0 
MARIE slim attractive fun brunette, 
looking for good times with exciting 
broadminded male. Status 
unimportant. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 409707 0 
SUE young at heart female, very 
adventurous and looking for no 
strings fun with mature man. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
409251 0 

CATH attractive tall blonde, likes 
travel, walking, romantic nights out, 
cosy nights in, looking for Prince 
Charming, must be passionate and 
loyal. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:408245 0 


TEXT IN NOW AND CHAT TO 
LOCAL PEOPLE. SEND: CHAT2 
TO : 80098 (T&C'S BELOW) 

MALE 45, would like to meet a lady 
for fun/friendship with view to 
relationship, nice guy, gsoh please 
get in touch if interested. Text Only 
Mailbox Box No: 4334837 
RAY 63, 5ft lOins, slim, semi- 
retired, seeking no strings discreet 
meets for adult fun. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 411147 0 
WORLD war veteran seeking 
happy lady with nice conversation 
in the Kent area. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No:411133 
PAUL own business, looking for 
daytime fun with lady. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 411127 0 
DAVE 65, retired, N/S, likes 
gardening, music, meals out, 
holidays, seeks female. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 410971 
DAVE 62, 5ft lOins, slim, semi- 
retired builder, seeks no strings 
discreet daytime meets for adult 
fun. Surrey. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 410899 0 
MALE likes outdoor life, smoker, 
seeking local female for cosy 
nights in. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 410755 0 
BRIAN 70, Maidstone, seeking 
female, 60 plus, likes meals out, 
cinema, theatre, days out and cosy 
nights in. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 410611 0 
DEREK 5ft 11 ins, slim-medium 
build, loving, caring, seeking black 
lady for possible relationship. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
410511 0 


EARLY 50's single male, smoker, 
seeking likeminded female for 
company and to share life. Must 
have GSOH, like animals, walks, 
home made food and nights in. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
4104410 

41 YR old male, dark hair, 5ft 11 ins, 
easy going, likes music, guitar, 
seeking female for friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 410411 0 
BROWN eyed white mature, 
handsome male, seeking black 
female, 18-50 for discreet no 
strings adult fun. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 410377 0 
PHIL 6ft, clean shaven, blue eyes, 
smart, likes sports, walks, films, 
theatre, music, animals, GSOH, 
seeks female, 40-55 for fun and 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 410351 
RETIRED male, fit, active, seeks 
no strings discreet meet with 
female, any age and size. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 410343 0 
ADVENTUROUS male, mid 50's, 
seeks similar lady for fun and 
mutually enjoyable discreet 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 410339 0 
CHRIS widower likes DIY 
gardening, nights out, rock and roll, 
N/S, looking for LTR with female. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
410191 0 

ATTRACTIVE white gent, 48, 56ft, 
romantic, easy going, GSOH, 
seeking young lady, 60-75 for 
quality discreet fun times. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 410025 0 


TALL 

black 

male, 45, 
likes meals out, 
good company, 
romantic, GSOH, 
light hearted, seeks 
easy-going female. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 
409621 0 

DIVORCED male, seeks Oriental 
lady, likes animals, music, will 
take care of you forever. Thanet 
area, willing to travel. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 

409963 0 

PROFESSIONAL male, early 
40’s, fun loving, OHAC, seeks 
warm, sincere female for LTR. 
Animals/children welcome. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
409961 0 

CANTERBURY mature male, 
medium build, GSOH, varied 
interests, sign language 
interpreter, seeks slim-medium 
build female, 24-42 for LTR. 
Single mum welcome. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 

405697 0 

PROFESSIONAL male, early 
40's, fun loving, independent, 
OHAC, seeks warm, sincere, fun 
loving female for LTR. 
Animals/children welcome. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
409745 0 

RETIRED male, seeks no strings 
discreet meets with slim-medium 
build female, any age for adult 
fun. Dover. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 409533 0 
MALE seeking attractive female 
for discreet fun times. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 

409189 0 

MALE seeking female to love 
and be loved back. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 408941 
FIT fellow, full of fun, 58, seeks to 
find fanciable lady for free and 
fascinating future for LTR. Find 
your jar half full. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 405857 
CHRIS 52, slim, looking for 
female, 25-38, slim, 5ft 2ins plus 
for LTR. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 408575 0 



RETIRED 

male, 
seeks no 
strings 

discreet meets 
with slim-medium build ^ 
female, any age for adult fun. 
Medway area. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 408343 
RETIRED male, 66, 6ft 2ins, 
easy going, GSOH, loyal, loves 
pets, meals out, life, seeks lady 
for LTR. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 407317 0 


Let them know 
you might be 
interested 
by sending them 

a WINK 


*EG send WINK 123456 to 80098 

80098 costs £1.50 per SMS sent To STOP text 
stop to 80098. Service provided by JMedia UK 
Ltd,SW47BX Need Help? Call 0844 800 1188 



TEXT: 

CHAT2 ^ 


DAVE 50, likes holidays, meals 
out, socialising, easy going, 
seeks female 40 plus. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 408541 

ADAM 48, single dad, bored, 
seeking fun and more. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 

408421 0 

DAVE 50, seeks female of similar 
age for meals out, holidays etc. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
408415 

SEXY fireman, looking for love 
and fun. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 407883 


MALE 67, professional, fit, 5ft 
lOins, medium build, reliable, 
tactile, likes most things, seeks 
slim lady, let’s gol Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 407855 
STEVE 6ft 4ins, OHAC, seeking 
relationship, outdoor type, 
homely, wanting mutual good 
relationship with sexy woman. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
407835 0 

ANTHONY 48, athletic, enjoys 
country walks, seeks youthful 
female for friendship/relationship. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
407355 0 

71 YR old romantic, 6ft, likes life, 
socialising, reading, strong tea, 
dogs, smoker but house trained 

I seeks mature lady needing TLC. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
407277 0 

TALL friendly, very light hearted, 
single 58, seeks pretty woman for 
LTR, mutual selection of activities 
and choosing how to spend our 
time. Croydon. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 407147 0 
BLACK male, looking for 1-2-1 
relationship with laid back, 
understanding female. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 406221 
YOUNG 70 widower, fit, lonely, 
5ft 11 ins, 11 st, likes drives, walks, 
DIY, meals out, gardening, 
smoker, looking for lady to spend 
life with. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 405519 0 


DAVE 

genuine 
guy, 6ft, black 
hair, blue eyes, 
medium build, likes 
sports, gardening, 
music, seeks female with 
GSOH and genuine. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 388372 
RETIRED male 68, 5ft 8ins, 
considerate, GSOH, easygoing, 
likes driving, shopping, most 
music, seeking lady 60-70 for 
friendship. Ashford. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 404589 
DOG lover short of British slim 
petite lady to maybe get into 1-2-1 
relationship and start something 
new. Smoker welcome, age 
immaterial. Tunbridge Wells area. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
404417 

PROFESSIONAL 45yr old male, 
one son, bored of the same thing, 
seeks lady for possible romance. 
Kent. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:386234 

CHRIS 68, 5ft 9ins, 13st, frustrated 
widower, likes country/western 
music, real ale, gardening, cruises, 
looking for companionship. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 402271 0 
55YR old male, average looks, 
GSOH, looking to meet similar lady 
for friendship, maybe more. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
408227 

JAMIE 6ft lins, dark hair, blue 
eyes, seeks female, 40-50, easy 
going for no strings fun, nights in. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
408051 

STEVE 64, active, likes fishing, 
swimming, karaoke, honest, 
genuine, seeks female. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 405717 0 
LIGHT hearted 58yr old male, 6ft, 
blue eyes, slim, lively, active, seeks 
pretty woman 28-50 for fun times. 
Croydon. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 393567 


Follow us 
on 


CALL CHARGES*: DATING 18+ and have the bill payer’s permission. 090 calls cost £1.53 per min. plus network charges. Calls from Mobiles will be considerably higher. Calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. TEXT*: 88833 texts £1.50 per msg. Mobiles must be MMS/Wap 
compatible in order to use these services, if not contact your Network Provider. Text alerts are charged at £1.50 per week. To unsubscribe to text alerts, text DATING STOP to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates-terms.co.uk/. 
REPLY BY TEXT*: 80098 costs £1.50 per SMS sent (max 150 characters). Service only available where phone icon show. Messages are moderated. Minimum 7 messages must be sent before contact details can be exchanged. To STOP text stop to 80098. Service provided by 
Sports4Adults. Help: 0844 800 1188. SMS TEXT CHAT*: 80098 costs £1.50 per SMS sent. This service is a virtual chat service meaning you will not be able to meet the people listed. To STOP text stop to 80098. Service provided by JMedia. Help: 0844 800 1188. ALL SERVICES*: 
By texting any shortcode you consent to the owner of that shortcode sending you the occasional marketing message. DATA PROTECTION: Service provided by JMedia UK Ltd, SW4 7BX, 0844 800 1188. We will collect the details you provide and may send you details of other serv¬ 
ices and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus for regulatory purposes. W/C 23/03/14 
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»If you have a business story, call us on 01303 817100 or email editorial@kosmedia.co.uk. For more business visit businessforkent.co.uk 
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SMEs welcome 'steady' 
Budget from Osborne 


By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 


CRITICS described it as a master¬ 
stroke in pandering to potentially 
disillusioned Conservative voters toy¬ 
ing with the idea of leaping into the 
Ukip camp. 

But businesses in the county re¬ 
ceived George Osborne’s plans with a 
little more enthusiasm, describing it 
as a ‘steady as she goes’ Budget. 

David Bywater, head of tax at 
KPMG in the south east, said it was 
largely positive for small and medium 
enterprises (SMEs). 

He said: “The chancellor delivered 
a Budget which put the SME commu¬ 
nity firmly at the centre of future 
UK economic growth with a stream 
of measures to help them invest, in¬ 
novate, grow and export. 

“The chancellor has listened to 
the SME community by doubling the 
Annual Investment Allowance, and 
from next month businesses will get 
100 per cent tax relief in year one on 
investment in plant and machinery 
up to £500,000. 

“This relief isn’t due to expire now 



DELIVERED: Chancellor Osborne 

until the end of 2015, giving a longer 
term incentive for SMEs to invest and 
expand their businesses. 

“For those SMEs who do more than 
make, but also innovate, the increase 
in refundable R&D [research & devel¬ 
opment] tax credits will give these 
businesses more cash to invest during 
their early years before they achieve 
profitability, which can deliver vital 


funding for the high-tech sector in 
particular.’’ 

Nick Paterno is managing partner 
at McBrides’ Chartered Accountants 
in Sidcup. 

He said: “There was a mention for 
Ebbsfleet’s new garden city but other¬ 
wise there wasn’t much change for 
Kent business - more steady as she 
goes. “All in all the Budget will do 
little to change the financial environ¬ 
ment in which Kent businesses oper¬ 
ate, the increase in AIA aside. 

“In terms of personal financial 
planning and taxation, there were 
some very interesting changes which 
will alter the way people arrange 
their affairs and as a result save tax 
and simplify matters.” 

Dartford MP Gareth Johnson 
welcomed the chancellor’s further 
confirmation of plans to build a gar¬ 
den city in the UK at Ebbsfleet - and 
that a prospectus will be issued soon. 

Mr Johnson said: “It’s good news to 
hear there will be a prospectus pub¬ 
lished about the Ebbsfleet plans by 
Easter - it will put meat on the bones 
of this exciting proposal.” 

■ For all the latest business news 
see www.businessforkent.co.uk. 


Hengist is back 
with new look 


VILLAGE restaurant The 
Hengist is being reopened 
after under going a £250,000 
refurbishment under its new 
owners. 

The venue in Aylesford 
shut down last year after the 
death of its owner Paul Smith. 

Its new owners say it is 
understood to have also run 
into some financial difficulties. 

The new-look restaurant 
will house two fine-dining 
rooms upstairs with a less 
formal dining area located 
downstairs. 


Birthday cheer 
for Bluewater 


SHOPPING complex 
Bluewater celebrated its 15th 
birthday this week. 

Since opening its doors in 
1999, it has welcomed some 
375 million shoppers - the 
equivalent of six times the 
population of the UK. 

Gareth Johnson, MP for 
Dartford, said: “It is regularly 
cited at a national level as 
what the public and private 
sectors can achieve when 
they share a common vision.” 



...but he could have 
dropped fuel duty 
says transport group 

FAILURE to reduce fuel duty was an opportunity missed, 
according to the Freight Transport Association. 

The organisation, based in Tunbridge Wells, represents 
the transport interests of companies moving goods by 
road, rail, sea and air. 

It welcomed the freeze in fuel duty confirmed by the 
chancellor, but expressed disappointment he has not 
taken the opportunity to boost the economy by reducing 
fuel duty by three pence per litre. 

James Hookham, managing director of policy and 
communications at the FTA, said: “The chancellor has 
kept his promise to freeze fuel duty and industry will be 
£187 million a year better off for that, but he missed the 
opportunity to stimulate the economy further by 
reducing fuel duty and putting around £690m into the 
pockets of families and British business. 

“This could have given a further stimulus to the 
economy and locked in the positive growth already 
achieved.” 

As part of its pre-Budget submission, FTA asked George 
Osborne to consider the economic benefits that could be 
delivered by further development of the government’s 
approach to fuel duty. 

The association said that reducing road fuel duty would 
ease cost pressure on businesses operating commercial 
vehicles and stimulate economic growth. 

According to FTA figures, it is estimated that every 
penny of fuel duty costs commercial vehicle operators 
£116m a year, and a 3p-per-litre cut would have saved 
around £350m a year for an industry that all British 
businesses rely upon. 

A spokesman for the FTA added: “Evidence has shown 
that the UK economy would benefit from such a reduction 
by generating at least 70,000 jobs, increasing GDP by 0.2 
per cent and helping lower inflation.” 


Why Businesses Stop Growing? An Accountant's View 

Business life can be best described as a rollercoaster ride. At the 
beginning it can take you high, but then you may start to feel that it 
is coming off the rails as your business grows. 

Many owner-managed businesses are, in fact, personality-based, and 
reach a point in the business lifecycle when it all gets too much for 
the business owner to control and enjoy. Eventually, the business' 
performance begins to suffer, and the owner becomes disillusioned 
with the efforts and the results. A number of business owner feel lost 
or isolated - and only a fraction take the necessary action to turn 
their business into a system-based one. 

How often does a caller only want to speak directly with the 
owner? In a system-based business, this is not an issue anymore. 

By conscious and effective definition of roles and responsibilities 
within the business, it will be possible not only to eradicate the time- 
thieves, but even more importantly, to make a leap from a small 
business to a growing one whilst enjoying the ride again. 


Donal Lucey Lawlor 

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS 

Donal Lucey Lawlor Chartered Accountants has helped hundreds of 
businesses to prosper and to financially manage the challenges of 
growth. The business principal Paul Lawlor FCA and Steve Hackney 
have recently co-authored a book Why Businesses Stop Growing 
And What You Can Do About It. To win a copy, email your name, 
business and contact details to win@ttsh.co.uk or 
call 01303 230 587 or 01322 277 725. 
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Advertisement Feature 


The Quays at Chatham Maritime 




The Quays At Chatham 
Maritime, is situated on the 
bank of the River Medway 
Standing like lighthouses, 
the towers can be seen 
from all directions and the 
views from them are truly 
panoramic. 

Surrounded by two 
historic dock basins and 
a 310-berth marina in 
Chatham, The Quays 


comprises 332 studio and 
one- and two-bedroom 
apartments split between 
two towers and two low-rise 
wharf buildings. 

One of the two low-rise 
wharf buildings, Chatham 
Wharf, is residential, while 
the other offers 60,000 sq ft 
of bar, restaurant, leisure 
and retail uses. 

The Quays offers superb 


value for a water s ide lifestyle 
within daily commuting 
distance to London and 
features high-specification 
contemporary interiors, 
creating a magnificent 
home for entertaining and 
sumptuous living. 

Studio apartments are 
offered furnished from just 
£129,000 

The surrounding area 
includes The Historic 
Dockyard Chatham and 
Dickens World, along with 
the shopping facilities 
at Dockside shopping 
centre, an extensive list of 
restaurants and the Odeon 
cinema. 

Attracting students, 
too, the universities of 
Greenwich, Kent and 
Canterbury Christ Church 
and Mid Kent College 
share a campus at Chatham 
Maritime. 

The convenient transport 
links are a significant 
benefit for owners, as there 
are frequent services to 
Chatham from London 
Victoria, Cannon Street, 
Charing Cross and London 
Bridge stations. 

The journey takes 45-60 
minutes. There are also 
regular high-speed trains 
from St Pancras station in 
London to Chatham taking 
just 40 minutes, while 
Ebbsfleet international rail 
station provides easy access 
to London St Pancras in 17 
minutes and Stratford in 15 
minutes. Ebbsfleet also sits 


on the Eurostar route to 
Paris (45 minutes) and the 
rest of Europe. 

With the development and 
regeneration of this area of 
Chatham, investment into 
these apartments can only 
sustain or grow in value. 

The Quays has a 
marketing suite open seven 
days a week, with on-site 
consultants to show you the 
properties. 

To find out more, visit 
www.thequayschatham.com 
or call into the marketing 
suite at The Quays At 
Chatham Maritime, 

Dock Head Road, 
Chatham, Kent ME4 4ZL 
(phone 01634 890594). 
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THE QUAYS 

CHATHAM MARITIME 


L VE ON 


WATER 


1 AND 2 BEDROOM APARTMENTS 
STARTING FROM JUST £129,999 


VARIOUS INCENTIVES AVAILABLE, 
CONTACT US FOR MORE DETAILS 


STYLISH LOUISA GREY DESIGNED 


SHOW APARTMENTS 


NOW 


OPEN 


10AM 


6PM 


DAYS 


BETWEEN 


A WEEK 




01634 890594 
THEQUAYSCHATHAM.COM 
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CARING: Skoda’s award-winning third-generation Octavia, pictured, is worth protecting by ensuring you maintain a full main dealer service history 

'History' not just for the record 


C ONSUMERS often 

agonise more over their 
choice of car than their 
biggest-ever investment 
- bricks and mortar. 
With that decision over, though, 
they often pay far less attention to 
how they look after that new motor. 

It is vital the vehicle is serviced 
on time and repairs are carried out 
promptly and competently. 

The traditional guarantee used to 
be a full main dealer service history, 
a reassuring record that everything 
required for the manufacturer’s 
warranty had been carried out. 


But 2002 EU legislation decreed 
this was a restrictive practice and 
made it illegal for manufacturers 
to insist that only franchise 
networks could uphold the 
warranty. 

Manufacturers were also ordered 
to make vehicle diagnostics 
information - crucial with 
increasingly sophisticated vehicles 
- specialist tools and updates 
available to independent garages 
and servicing centres. 

Nevertheless, many car-buyers 
and market gurus still say main 
dealer servicing is best for 


reliability and the part-exchange 
or second-hand value of the car; 
used-car-buyers will usually pay a 
premium for a full main dealer 
service history (FMDSH), 
especially on sophisticated models. 

Sceptics argue this perceived 
premium is erased by higher 
main dealer service costs, but 
manufacturers and their franchised 
networks have raised their game 
since the 2002 legislation. 

Indeed, with many car sales 
and profits squeezed during the 
economic downturn, dealers have 
chosen to be more competitive on 


servicing, customer service and 
ancillaries like tyres and exhausts 
- normally the preserve of the 
quick-fit centres. 

They also bank on the perception 
that only main dealers’ service 
technicians can know a brand’s 
cars as well they do, while ‘all 
makes’ centres must spread 
expertise across many makes. 

And dealers know that happy 
service customers keep coming 
back, each time seeing newer 
models just a few feet from the 
service desk - one day soon, they 
may buy again. 



Why choose 


utiji 


Vauxhall trained technicians 
We only use genuine Vauxhall parts 

VS UXhcl Minimum 12 months warranty on all parts 


The price you see is the price you pay 


MOT FROMAi 

TEST £31 

) 

INTERIM rf«MO 
SERVICE L 117 

COOLING only # ■ 
SYSTEM rf.l 

SERVICE 

j 

INTERIM only^ah* 

SERVICE & K 

MOTTEST LILy 

health 0NLYi#%1 
check r yl 

A 25 point check 

including fluid top ups 1 

> 

SjVji 

0 

m Scan to book an 

3 ? appointment online 


tgj, VAUXHALL 


Go Vauxhall Perry Street, 
Chislehurst, Kent BR7 6HB 

Tel: 0208 4191665 


Go Vauxhall Station Road, 
Edenbridge, KentTN8 6HL 

Tel: 01732 423 994 


Go Vauxhall Mill Road, Dunton 
Green, SevenoaksTN13 2UZ 

Tel: 01732 423 999 


www.govauxhallxo.uk 



VAUXHALL 


*Price applies to cars up to 2.0L and 4 cylinder engines. Offers only available on vehicles over 3 years old. Offer excludes 4x4 vehicles, please contact us for a quote. 


46 Week ending March 23,2014 


KMI 


kent-life.co.uk kentnews.co.uk 


















Main Dealer Servicing 



WISE MOVES : You are probably buying a new car like the Vauxhall Astra GTC, pictured left, or Hyundai ix35 SUV on monthly repayments, so why not roll the servicing costs into the same deal? 


To quick-fit or not... that is the question 


A S motoring costs soar, it’s 
all too easy to try to cut 
corners at the local 
‘quick/fast-fit’ centre. 
These specialist chains 
have blossomed as drivers try to save 
money on the biggest motoring 
‘consumables’: exhausts, tyres, 
batteries, clutches, shock-absorbers 
and routine services, plus the annual 
MOT. 

But main dealers have not been 
sitting on their hands, reckoning 
that if car-owners are still using 
their service bays, then they won’t 
mind considering realistic deals 
on tyres and exhausts, for instance, 


to ensure a time-saving one-stop 
shop purchase. 

Using the main dealer also 
guarantees that only genuine 
manufacturers’ parts are used, 
bringing the confidence of additional 
quality and reliability. 

And that same guarantee, plus 
realistic pricing, has encouraged 
having bodyshop repairs done 
either by the franchise’s own panel- 
beaters and paintshop or one that 


gets its seal of approval. 

Main dealers have also borrowed 
from their quick-fit rivals by offering 
menu pricing: this means that, like 
dining out, a customer can decide 
what he wants and knows in 
advance what it will cost - avoiding 
any motoring indigestion when the 
bill is presented. 

Some dealers will even let you 
spread the cost via a finance or 
servicing scheme covering several 


years. Others may also offer a 
loyalty scheme to keep owners of 
older models on their books 
rather than see them defect to the 
non-franchised sector, because 
those owners believe that the lower 
value of their car does not warrant 
the higher perceived cost of main 
dealer servicing. 

Another trick borrowed from the 
quick-fit sector is longer working 
hours at main dealer service centres: 


dealers are much more aware that 
many customers want to drop off 
their car early on their way to 
work and then pick it up at the end of 
the day - a courtesy car may even be 
offered at some places. 

Bookings can often be made 
centrally, too, so that customers 
living midway between two 
franchised dealers within the same 
group can pick the most convenient 
service slots available. 



EXPRESS SERVICE 
& MOT QUOTATION 


z' 

\ 

CUSTOMER NAME 


AOORESS LINE 1 


ADDRESS LINE 2 


ADDRESS LINE 3 


POSTCODE 


_ 

-> 


( QUOTATION NUMBER 

123456789 

DATE 

March 2014 

ACCOUNT NUMBER 

987654321 

YOUR REF. 

159753 

OUR REF. 

357951 

DEALER NAME 

DEALER J 



frelandhand class 7. Offer ends 31 March 2014. 


www.renault.co.uk 



MOTORLINE MAIDSTONE MOTORLINE CANTERBURY MOTORLINE ASHFORD 

BIRCHOLT ROAD, PARKWOOD WESTMINSTER ROAD HILTON ROAD 

MAIDSTONE ME15 9XY CANTERBURY CT1 1YY ASHFORD TN23 1EW 

TEL 0844 822 7112 TEL 0844 822 7100 TEL 0844 822 7094 WWW.MOTORUNE.CO.UK/RENAULT 
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Main Dealer Servicing 


M ODERN cars are far 
more forgiving and 
comfortable than even 
a few years ago. 

But the downside is 
that much less can be done by the 
DIY mechanic; keeping the car in 
reliable, correct and safe condition is 
now more of a job for the professional 
and, of course, it costs. 

Unfortunately, this means owners 
often ignore problems and servicing 
is stretched beyond the recommended 
parameters, which endangers the 
warranty and the provenance of the 
vehicle when you come to sell. 

So, the golden rules are: 

■ maintain the service record to 
the letter. Get it serviced at the 
correct mileages or annually 
and make sure the servicing 
book is stamped up, although 
some motor marques are 
switching to centralised 
digital records so a car’s 
servicing record is always 
available if required. 

■ read the warranty document 
thoroughly to ensure there are 
no possible pitfalls that could 
endanger the guarantee. 

■ make sure you act on any 
recalls from the 
manufacturer for 
checks or 

replacements, even 
if they do not 
relate specifically 
to safety - it will 
help maintain 
the warranty and 
car saleability. 


Car care 
pays off 

■ don’t rely on the MOT as 
insurance of the car’s safety 
and reliability even if has just 
passed with flying colours - 
problems can arise at any 
time and you should get them 
checked as soon as possible. 

■ check lights regularly for 
safety and legality. Get used 
to ‘lighting up’ in the garage 
or when you are nosed in or 
backed up to a wall. 

■ check tyres - including the 
spare - monthly, and that 
includes the correct pressures 
as listed in the handbook or 
the sticker often placed on the 
driver’s side door frame. 


Though the legal tread depth 
is 1.6mm, most motoring 
authorities advise replacement 
at 2mm, especially in winter, 
when icy and wet conditions 
can compromise grip. 

■ keep oil, windscreen-washer, 
coolant, power-steering, 
clutch and brake-fluid levels 
topped up without over¬ 
filling, and make those checks 
on level ground. Don't wait for 
warning lights to come on - it 
could be too late to prevent 
damage or compromise safety. 
Some cars have an interim set 
of warning lights, but these 
can be an unwelcome 
reminder if you are in the 
middle of a long journey at 
the weekend and miles from a 
garage. Don’t be caught out. 

■ replace wiper-blades. There is 
little point in keeping the 
washer topped up if the blades 
are worn or split. But if the 
windscreen is covered with 
bugs and grease, don’t expect 
the washer and wipers to do 
the job for you - use a spray 

and some elbow grease. 

■ shop around for 
servicing. Even if you 
are committed to 
main dealer 
servicing, it does not 
mean you have to go 
back to where you 
bought the car - 
some are better on 
pricing and customer 
service than others. 




CHECK IT OUT: The versatile Renault Scenic MPV, pictured above, all-new 
Nissan Qashqai crossover, top, and Alfa Romeo’s stylish MiTo supermini, seen 
left, are excellent cars that all deserve to be looked after with the due care 



No surprises 

with fixed-price servicing from Motorline Hyundai 




5+ SERVICE 

FDR VEHICLES 5+YEARS OLD 

£35 surcharge applies to engines 2.4 litres and above 



BASE 

SERVICE 

INTERIM 

SERVICE 

FULL 

SERVICE 


Includes an 

oil service 

and vehicle 

health check 

Includes an 

interim service 

and vehicle 

health check 

Includes a 

full service 

and vehicle 

health check 

Petrol 

£89 

£129 

£199 

Diesel 

£109 

£149 

£219 


ADDITIONAL SERVICES 

Once you have decided on your core service, we 
offer a range of additional services to choose from: 


MOT test 

From 

£39.00 

Front brake pads replacement 

From 

£99.00 

Front brake pads & discs replacement 

From 

220.00 

Rear brake pads/shoes replacement 

From 

£110.00 

Brake & clutch fluid change 

From 

£39.00 



SPREAD THE COST OF SERVICING 

Motorline can also create bespoke Service Plans, from as little as £15 per month, enabling you to spread the cost of servicing over a tailored period, locking in today's prices for tomorrow. 


Motorline 

www.motorline.co.uk/hyundai 


Motorline Hyundai Canterbury 

Westminster Road, Canterbury CT11YY 
Telephone: 01227 817555 


Motorline Hyundai Maidstone 

Bircholt Road, Parkwood, Maidstone ME15 9YN 
Telephone: 01622 G24070 


(kjO 

HYURDRI 


new 

THinKinG. 

rew 

POSSIBILITIES. 
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SIMPLY CLEVER 


SKODA 




THE FABIA SE 
HATCH AT 
MOTORLINE 


The Fabia Hatch SE includes 15" alloy wheels, electric door mirrors, metallic paint and manual air conditioning 


Price refers to the SKODA Fabia Hatch SE 1.212V 69PS model in Brilliant Silver metallic and Denim Blue metallic paint with a temporary spare steel wheel only, while stocks last. 


PLUS 

THREE BIG 
REASONS 
TO BUY A 
NEW RAPID 


At just £8 f 995 we wouldn't want you to miss it, 


Monthly 

payments 

from 


Optional 

3 years' 
servicing 
maintenance 
and tyres** 


representative 


Our big 0% offers are available 
on selected SKODA models 


□ Motorline SKODA Canterbury 

Vauxhall Ind Est., 

Westminster Road CT11YY 

0843 658 2604 
www.motorline.co.uk/skoda 


□ Motorline SKODA Dartford 

555 Princes Road, Dartford, 
Kent DA2 6HH 

0843 658 2618 
www.motorline.co.uk/skoda 


□ Motorline SKODA Medway 

26 Hoath Lane, Wigmore 
Gillingham, Kent ME8 OSW 

0843 658 9764 
www.motorline.co.uk/skoda 


tO% APR representative Solutions Personal Contract Plan offer available on selected new SKODA models. *£159 a month applies to the Rapid S 1.2 MPI 75P5 based on 3 years, 10,000 miles per annum excluding full 5MT. Finance 
example; OTR cash price £13,185: £3,805.63 deposit required to achieve advertised payment followed by 35 monthly payments of £159. Optional final payment of £3,814.37. Further charges may be payable is vehicle is returned. Excess 
mileage charged at 4.4p per mile. **Service, Maintenance & Tyres (SMT) available separately at £26 per month. Retail sales only. Terms and Conditions apply. Indemnities may be required, subject to status. Over 18s in mainland UK only. 
Excludes Channel Islands. Prices and specifications are accurate at time of print. Offers may be varied or withdrawn at any time and are not available in conjunction with any other offer. Subject to availability from participating Retailers on 
orders before 31 March 2014. SKODA Finance, Freepost SKODA Finance, We can introduce you to a limited number of lenders to assist with your purchase, who may pay us for introducing you to them, Model shown is Rapid Elegance 1.2 TSI 
105PS with optional metallic paint (£495), 17" Camelot alloys (£300) and body coloured protective side moulding (£75) and protective side moulding (£75). Model shown may vary from UK specification. 

Official Fuel Consumption in mpg (litres/lOOkm) for the Fabia Hatch SE 1.212V 69PS: Urban 38.7 (7.3), Extra Urban 62.8 (4.5), Combined 51,4 (5.5). C0 2 emissions for the Fabia Hatch 
5E 1.212V 69P5128g/km Official fuel consumption in mpg (litres/lOOkm) for the SKODA Rapid range: Urban 34.9 (8.1) to 58.9 (4.8), Extra Urban 58,9 (4.8) to 83.1 (3.4), Combined 
47.9 (5.9) to 72.4 (3.9). C0 2 emissions for the Rapid range 137 to 104g/km. Standard EU Test figures for comparative purposes and may not reflect real driving results. 
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Main Dealer Servicing 



RAISING THE WARRANTY 
STAKES: Hyundai models 
like this i30 hatchback come 
with a five-year/unlimited- 
mileage guarantee 



Always check the small print 


N EW cars are covered by a 
warranty. For years, the 
standard was three 
years and/or 60,000 
miles, but a recent 

outbreak of ‘warranty wars’ between 
the car-makers has seen both the 
years and mileages increase. 

That’s a good enough reason for 
car buyers to shop around anyway, 
but some of the new deals also 
reinforce the old adage ‘check the 
small print’. 

This will confirm exactly what the 
manufacturer will and will not pay 
for if the car breaks down within the 


agreed time period or mileage. 

And this makes it imperative that 
the car-owner also sticks to the rules 
by keeping the car serviced 
according to the warranty, also 
taking note of and acting on any 
recall notices for unforeseen faults 
and problems. 

Some brands are more lenient 
about late servicing than others, but 
a common pitfall is to have the car 
serviced only by mileage, when most 
manufacturers also insist the car is 
serviced annually if the required 
miles are not being covered. 

Fact is, an underused car or one 


that does lots of short hops can need 
as much attention as one that 
covers ‘starship miles’ on the 
motorway. 

You don't have to use a franchised 
dealer for servicing - this stipulation 
was thrown out by EU legislation in 
2002 (see earlier story) - but do 
check for caveats in any case. 

Be aware also that some marques 
offer the chance to extend the 
warranty for a reasonable cost or 
will ‘wind back’ the warranty clock 
to start again if you buy an approved 
used example from one of their 
dealers - not a bad option. 



ANNUAL OR MILEAGE? New models like the slick all-new Peugeot 308, 
pictured top, still need their warranties upheld, while if a car like the Skoda 
Yeti doesn’t cover enough miles then it should be serviced annually anyway 


NORTHGATE * ■a aatf fr' Jeep § saab 

Main dealer service is very important not only for the obvious warranty reasons but it will definitely help the residual value of your vehicle. 


We are the only Alfa Romeo, Chrysler - 
Jeep and Dodge dealer in Kent. 


FIXED PRICE SERVICING 


It is important to have your vehicle serviced and maintained regularly, in the interest of safety, reliability, efficiency and protecting value of asset with manufacturer 
service stamps. Once vehicles are outside manufacturers warranty we have a range of set fixed price menus to suit your vehicle’s, and your pocket’s needs. 
Prices so good they easily compete with any reputable independent garage, but using the right parts, oils and the right people and equipment. 


BRONZE CARE I SILVER CARE I GOLD CARE 


■ Check for any body defects 

■ Check operation of lights 

■ Check washers and wipers 

■ Check engine oil 

■ Drain and refill with engine oil 

■ Fit new sump plug washer 

■ Fit new engine oil filter 

■ Check brake pipes and lines 

■ Check exhaust system 

■ Inspect tyres and set pressures 

■ Report on tyre tread depths 

■ Visually check cooling system for leaks 

■ Check antifreeze level and protection 

■ Check drive belts (excludes cambelt) 

■ Check all fluid levels 

■ Check battery condition 

■ Check air con system, report only 

■ Visually check front brake pads and discs 

The best for you and your car... 

The right parts...genuine parts with 2 yrs warranty 
The right oils...the right grade and excellent quality 
The right people...highly skilled team of technicians 
The right service... we can provide a courtesy vehicle on Silver or Gold services, 
or offer while you wait service in our lounge area with free coffee, TV and wi-fi 



Check for any body defects 

Check operation of lights 

Check washers and wipers 

Check engine oil 

Drain and refill with engine oil 

Fit new sump plug washer 

Fit new engine oil filter 

Check brake pipes and lines 

Check exhaust system 

Inspect tyres and set pressures 

Report on tyre tread depths 

Visually check cooling system for leaks 

Check antifreeze level and protection 

Check drive belts (excludes cambelt) 

Check all fluid levels 

Check battery condition 

Check air con system, report only 

Visually check front brake pads and discs 

Check suspension dampers 

Add screenwash and top up fluids 

Fit new air filter 

Check spark plugs/glow plugs 



■ Check for any body defects 

■ Check operation of lights 

■ Check washers and wipers 

■ Check engine oil 

■ Drain and refill with engine oil 

■ Fit new sump plug washer 

■ Fit new engine oil filter 

■ Check brake pipes and lines 

■ Check exhaust system 

■ Inspect tyres and set pressures 

■ Report on tyre tread depths 

■ Visually check cooling system for leaks 

■ Check antifreeze level and protection 

■ Check drive belts (excludes cambelt) 

■ Check all fluid levels 

■ Check battery condition 

■ Check air con system, report only 

■ Visually check front brake pads and discs 

■ Check suspension dampers 

■ Add screenwash and top up fluids 

■ Fit new air filter 

■ Check spark plugs/glow plugs 

■ Check rear brake pads/shoes 

■ Check and adjust handbrake operation 

■ Check and adjust clutch cable 

■ Pressure check cooling system 

■ Check and adjust idle system 

■ Fit new fuel filter 



AIR CONDITIONING SERVICING 


FOR JUST £59 


WHEN YOU BOOK ANY OF THESE SERVICES 


GET YOUR MOT FOR £39 


NORTHGATE GARAGE GROUP 

Northgate, Canterbury, Kent. CT11FW 

01227 829930 WWW.NORTHGATE-GROUP.CO.UK 


RING NORTHGATE 01227 829930 
FOR A FIXED PRICE SERVICE QUOTE 
ON ALFA, CHRYSLER, DODGE OR JEEP 


Bronze, Silver and Gold Service apply to engines to up to 2 litres, price for larger engines may varydue to the oil quantities. These offers supersede all previously advertised offers. Prices correct at time of going to press. Offers are subject to availability. Licenced credit brokers, written details available on request, finance is subject to status. E&OE. 54353 
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Main Dealer Servicing 


Understanding 
trade jargon has 
hidden message 


E VER scanned a used-car 
ad and puzzled over 
abbreviations such as 
DSH, MDSH or FMDSH? 
They are all shorthand 
for variations on the theme ‘dealer 
service history’, with FMDSH (full 
main dealer service history) being 
the gold standard. 

Does it matter? 

Well, many new-car-owners 
think it does, to protect future 
part-exchange or second-hand 
values of their cherished motor, since 
used- car-buyers will happily pay a 
premium for an unblemished main 
dealer service history. 

Cynics might argue: “Ah, but you 
wiped out that perceived premium 
by paying more for your main dealer 
servicing while you owned the car.” 

On the other hand, franchised 
dealers have worked towards better- 
value servicing and introduced 
competitive pricing on items like 
tyres - normally the preserve of 
quick-fit centres. 

They’ve also invested more in their 


technicians, the people at the coal 
face of servicing who have ‘upskilled’ 
to cope with ever-advancing motor 
technology - everything from 
hybrids to stop-start systems, to save 
fuel and emissions. 

Many dealership technicians are 
sent to special sites and plants run 
by the manufacturers in the UK and 
abroad to test their skills and attain 
the highest qualifications. 

No wonder many third-party 
sources also support the wisdom of 
keeping your new car in the 
franchise family. 

Media motoring guru Honest John, 
for instance, was really forthright 
with a BMW-owner who considered 
using an independent garage. 

He said: “After independent 
servicing, you will get a lower 
part-ex price from a BMW-dealer 
and it will go to auction. 

“If the car has a full dealer service 
history and is in retail condition, you 
will get a higher price. The difference 
will normally be worth more than 
you save on maintenance.” 




TECHNICAL HELP: Hi-tech modern cars like the Skoda Rapid Spaceback, pictured top, and latest Renault Clio 
supermini need highly-trained technicians to ensure they run at their best and warranties are properly maintained 


H'gh standards. 
Low f * xed prces. 

No one knows yourVauxhall better than VauxhalL MasterFit. So with great value fixed-price servicing, genuine Vauxhall 
parts and Vauxhall trained technicians, we’re best for yourVauxhall - and best for your wallet? 

For full details contact your local Vauxhall MasterFit Retailer or visit www.perrys.co.uk 


Corsa /Tigra / Astra / Meriva 


£129 


Zafira / Insignia / Vectra 


£149 


Interim Service* from only 

£129 

Vauxhall Trained Technicians 
I >/ Genuine Vauxhall Parts 

V Minimum 12 Month Warranty** 
Outstanding Value 

Y Available on models 3 years plus 
Includes labour and VAT 

Anti-Corrosion Warranty** 


MasterFit 


Perrys of Sittingbourne 


01795 476222 

www.perrys.co.uk/sittingbourne-vauxhallO 


London Road 

Bapchild 

Kent 

ME9 9AQ 



VAUXHALL 


*An Interim Service is not a full service and applies to Vauxhall passenger cars and commercial vehicles over 3 years (36 months) old. Please contact your local Vauxhall Retailer for further details. **Refers to parts used. These offers are available to Retail customers 
only and at participating Retailers only. tRefersto our price match promise on any like-for-like competitor quote within 5 miles/20 minutes from your local Vauxhall MasterFit Retailer. The offers cannot be taken in conjunction with any other promotion. No cash alternative 
available. Vauxhall reserves the right to modify the terms of this promotion at Vauxhall’s discretion at anytime. A Anti-Corrosion Inspection carried out on all vehicles. Anti-Corrosion Warranty applies only to vehicles under 6 years old. Normal RRP for Anti-Corrosion 
Warranty Inspection only is £29.99. Every effort has been made to ensure the contents of this publication were accurate at the time of going to press. Offer ends 30.06.14. 
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Kent on Sunday 


jobs 24.co.uk 

J IN-PAPER • ONLINE • ON MOBILE 


TO ADVERTISE: 

TELEPH0NE:01303 817056 

EMAIL: appointments@kosmedia.co.uk 

ONLINE: www.jobs24.co.uk/kent 



Public Sector 


TO ADVERTISE: 

EMAIL: sallie.payne@archant.co.uk 


Teach English at Home 

• Could you host and teach junior or 
adult students? 

• Must have recognised TESOL or TEFL 
qualification 

• High standard of accommodation 
required 

• Teaching materials, full support and 
training workshop provided 


F*r l iirI her inform at l*rt; 

www.iLh.fQrn 
01777 72 zaaz 



BE PART OF YOUR COMMUNITY 

Advertise here ill 01303 817056 www.kentnews.co.uk 


TEACHERS 
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Charlier Construction Ltd 

CARPENTERS 


Qualified Carpenters required. 

Must have sound working knowledge of trade and able to 
produce consistently high quality finish. 
Applicants having own transport and CSCS card will 
have an advantage. 

We are an equal opportunities employer. 


Applications: Charlier Construction Ltd, 
Ashford Road, Newingreen, Hythe, Kent, CT21 4JB 
Tel: 01303 268211 Fax: 01303 268661 



Locations: 


With us, you can bank on more flexibility. 


WIS 

Professionals 


We're committed to giving people more flexibility and control. By joining 
NHSP:Bank you'll gain access to shifts across Kent Trusts, giving you the best 
choice of available shifts, near you. 


General Registered Nurses _ 

£11.26 - £12.56 per hour. 

'Days', 'Lates', 'Long Days' and 'Night' 
shift patterns available. 

Registered Mental Health Nurses 

£11.26-£12.30 per hour. 

'Long Days', 'Lates' and 'Night' shift 
patterns are available. 


Care Support Workers - General 

£7.31 - £8.06 per hour. 

'Earlies' and 'Late' shift patterns are 
available. 

Care Support Workers - Mental 
Health 

£7.31 - £8.06 per hour. 

'Earlies' and 'Late' shift patterns are 
available. 


Experience: 

Six months relevant experience 
gained in the last two years. 


To apply to join NHSP :Bank or to find out more 
visit: www.nhsprofessionals.nhs.uk/kent5 
or call 07917 550413 


Medway NHS Foundation Trust 
Dartford and Gravesham NHS Trust 
Medway Community Healthcare CIC 
East Kent Hospitals University NHS 
Foundation Trust 
Kent Community Health NHS Trust 
Kent and Medway NHS Trust 


Swale Academies Trust 
Westlands School 

Westlands Avenue, Sittingbourne, Kent. ME10 1PF 

SITE MAINTENANCE TECHNICIAN/CARETAKER 

Required for April 2014 
22.5 hours a week 
£14,382 - £16,305 pro rata 
Equal to £8,745 - £9,915 

The successful applicant will work as a member of the Site Maintenance team, line-managed by the Site Manager. 

As well as general caretaking duties, they will be expected to undertake site maintenance. A working knowledge and 
experience of carpentry, electrics, plumbing and decorating would be desirable. 

Applicants should be flexible over start and finish times. Shifts will be between the hours of 6.00 a.m. and 7.30 p.m. 

Extra payments will be made to cover any out-of-hours lettings during evenings and weekends and for weekend/Bank Holiday standby duty, 
all of which are carried out on a mandatory, shared rota basis. 

Recruitment packs with full details are available from Westlands School or online; (www.westlands.org.uk). An application form and 
covering letter detailing how you meet the person specification should be provided. Please note, we cannot accept CVs alone. No agencies. 

Closing date: Wednesday 2 April 2014 (noon) 

Swale Academies Trust is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young people and expects all staff and 
volunteers to share this commitment. This post is subject to an enhanced CRB check. 

Contact Details 

Tel: 01795 477475 Fax: 01795 479461 
Email swa@westlands.kent.sch.uk 

Head of School: Mr S Cox MA 
Trust Principal: Mr J Whitcombe MA 
Swale Academies Trust Company No 7344732 
Registered Office: Ashdown House, Johnson Road, Sittingbourne, Kent ME10 1JS 




THE NEW SCHOOL AT WEST HEATH 
SEVENOAKS 

"Rebuilding lives through education" 

Principal: Christina Wells 

We are proud to be an "Outstanding School" (Ofsted 2013) 


We are a Specialist Independent Residential School for a diverse range of needs, 
Co-Ed age 10- 19, whom have emotional & social communication difficulties. Prior to 
coming to us, some of our students will have been excluded from mainstream education 
for a period of time. At our School they find a strong therapeutic approach to learning. 
The School has approval status from the Department of Children, School and Families 
and has an excellent rapport with both parents and the L.A. 

We are looking to appoint an enthusiastic, flexible and innovative 

HEAD OF ENGLISH 

from September 2014 

The successful candidate will have the following: 

• excellent specialist subject knowledge & skills to teach effectively up to GCSE/A Level 

• develop an innovative and creative learning environment 

• have the ability to head up the Team and work effectively within a team 

• the commitment to pursue opportunities for CPD 

• we offer Teacher rates of pay in the region of LI to L6 

Application form, Job Descriptions and for further details about our school please visit 
our website on www.westheathschool.com 

or contact Lynne McGrath at lynne.mcgrath@westheathschool.com Tel 01732 460 553 

Closing date for applications 31 March 2014 

The successful applicants will be subject to an Enhanced CRB check. 

The New School at West Heath is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of 
children and young people and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment. 
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PLANNING 



The Spencer Private Hospital is the independently owned and managed 22 
bed private hospital situated on the QEQM Hospital site. We also have a 4 bed 
unit at the William Harvey Hospital in Ashford. The continuing growth of our 
business has resulted in vacancies for the following staff: 

Choose and Book Co-ordinator/Bookings Administrator 

Full time (Maternity Cover) 

£16473.37 per annum 
Based in Dover 

Closing date for applications Friday 28 March 2014 
Qualifications: Maths and English (GSCE or equivalent) 

2 years’ experience working within an administrative environment 
Word/Excel, IT skills, E-mail, Internet 
(Previous applicants need not apply) 

To discuss this opportunity or to arrange an informal visit please contact: 
Amanda Stephen, Business Office Manager 01304 245958 
For a job description and application form please contact: 

Jo Wright, East Kent Medical Services Ltd, The Spencer Private Hospital 
2nd Floor, Atina House, 5 Bench Street, Dover, Kent CT16 1JH 
Telephone: 01304 245961 Fax: 01304 207320 
E-mail: joanne.wright@ spencerhospitals.com 
Alternatively you can download an application form and job description from our 
website www.spencerprivatehospitals.com 
Spencer Private Hospital is an equal opportunity employer. 

These positions are subject to a Data & Barring Service Disclosure check. 


L INVESTORS 
r IN PEOPLE 



The Old Rectory 

Residential Care home for the Elderly 
New Hall Close, Dymchurch, Kent 
Due to Newly Built Extension 
Staff Required 

Care, Catering and Domestic 

Experience preferred but not essential as 
full training will be given to NVQ standard 
Good rates of pay, good working atmosphere 

Nights, Days & Weekend Shifts available 
To join our friendly team 
Telephone Janet or Michelle on 01303 874470 
or e-mail: oldrec@btconnect.com 
for more details and an application form 
This application is subject to an enhanced criminal disclosure 


To 

advertise 
in this 
section 


01303 

817056 


THE MAIDSTONE BOROUGH COUNCIL 


Town and Country Planning Act 
Notice of Applications 

MA/14/0183/N - 3, CORN EXCHANGE, MARKET BUILDINGS, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME14 1 HP - Change 
of use to A3 (restaurant/cafe) use. Reason: 1,2 

MA/14/0213/N - THE BARN, POLLYFIELDS FARM, SCRAGGED OAK ROAD, DETUNG, MAIDSTONE, 
KENT, ME14 3HL - Change of use from a mixed commercial/residential use for the barn and 
outbuilding; to residential for the barn retaining the existing commercial/residential use for the 
outbuilding. Reason: 1 

MA/14/0219/S - 4, UBERTON HALL, HEADCORN ROAD, GRAFTY GREEN, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME17 
2AN - Conversion of existing garage to living accommodation and new porch and extended driveway. 

Reason:1 


MA/14/0293/S - 3, MILL COTTAGES, TUTS HAM FARM, WEST FARLEIGH, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME15 
ONF - An application for listed building consent for the erection of a rear extension. Reason: 3 
MA/14/0323/N - EAST LENHAM FARM, EAST LENHAM ROAD, LENHAM, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME17 
2DP - An application for minor material amendments to permission MA/13/1905 (Installation of 
CCTV cameras on approved solar park) by the variation of condition 2 to that permission to allow a 
repositioning of some of the cameras. Reason: 1 

MA/14/0338/S - WARMLAKE BUSINESS ESTATE, MAIDSTONE ROAD, SUTTON VALENCE, MAIDSTONE, 
KENT, ME17 3LQ - Change of use from retail (Class A1) to dance studio (Class D2). Reason: 1 
MA/14/0342/S - 355, LOOSE ROAD, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME15 9PY - Erection of bungalow to rear of 
355 Loose Road. Reason: 1 

MA/14/0347/S - HAWKENBURY FARM, HAWKENBURY ROAD, HAWKENBURY, TONBRIDGE, KENT, TNI 2 
OEA - Use of barn as a self contained dwelling, including associated internal and external works to 
Grade II Listed Building. Reason: 1 

MA/14/0348/S - HAWKENBURY FARM, HAWKENBURY ROAD, HAWKENBURY, TONBRIDGE, KENT, 

TNI 2 OEA - An application for listed building consent for the use of barn as a self contained dwelling, 

including associated internal and external works to Grade II Listed Building. Reason: 3 

MA/14/0371/N - 6, COLEGATE DRIVE, BEARSTED, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME14 4DP - A planning 

application for a single storey front extension and a loft conversion involving increase to pitch and 

height of roof and addition of front and rear dormers. Reason: 2 

MA/14/0376/N - LITTLE SOUTH STREET COTTAGE, SOUTH STREET ROAD, STOCKBURY, 

SITTINGBOURNE, KENT, ME9 7RB - An application for a single storey extension, alterations to 

fenestration and installation of a waste water treatment plant. Reason: 1 

MA/14/0377/N - LITTLE SOUTH STREET COTTAGE, SOUTH STREET ROAD, STOCKBURY, 

SITTINGBOURNE, KENT, ME9 7RB - Listed Building Consent for erection of a single storey extension 

and alterations to fenestration. Reason: 3 


MA/14/0381/S - CHURCH FARM HOUSE, MAIDSTONE ROAD, MARDEN, TONBRIDGE, KENT, TNI 2 9AE 
- Listed Building Consent for removal of white paint and changes to f enestration to front elevation. 

Reason:3 

Reasons for advertisement key: 

1 - Applications affects the setting of a Listed Building. 

2 - Application affects the setting of a Conservation Area. 

3 - Application is for Listed Building Consent. 



Copies of applications listed can be viewed on our website www.maidstone.gov.uk or at Maidstone 
Gateway, Maidstone (Monday to Friday 8.30am to 5.30pm, and Saturday 9am to 1 pm). Any 
representations should be made in writing to me by no later than 6th April 2014, quoting the 
application number. 


Rob Jarman, Head of Development Management, Maidstone Borough Council, Maidstone House, 
King Street, Maidstone, Kent ME15 6JQ. Dated: 23rd March 2014 


Folkestone 


Town and Country Planning Acts 



THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING 
(DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE) 
(ENGLAND) ORDER 2010 


The Council is required to give notice of the following applications 

14/00599/HOUSE The Chalet Franks Hollow Road, Bidborough 

- Single storey extension (LB)(CA) 

14/00602/LBC The Chalet Franks Hollow Road, Bidborough 

- Listed Building Consent: Single storey extension (LB) 

14/00694/HOUSE Hodges Oast Dundle Road, Brenchley 

- Extension of annex outbuilding to provide bedroom (LB) 


The following applications have been submitted for 
consideration by the Council: 

Y14/0234/SH+ - Fig Tree Restaurant The Green Saltwood Hythe 
Kent - Variation of condition 2 of planning permission Y03/1134/ 
SH to allow the restaurant to be open on Sundays between 9am 
and 6pm, Bank Holidays between 9am and 11pm and on Friday 
and Saturday nights until 11.30pm. 

Y13/1222/SH - 25 Radnor Cliff Folkestone Kent CT20 2JJ - 
Erection of a detached dwelling, with associated landscaping 
and parking area. 


14/00733/LBC Weirleigh Gedges Hill, Brenchley 

- Listed Building Consent: Internal refurbishment and alterations to basement/lower ground floor (LB) 

14/00673/FULMC 33 High Street Cranbrook, Cranbrook And Sissinghurst 

- Alterations to shop front, the replacement of two air conditioning units and the erection of two 
satellite dishes (LB)(CA) 

14/00703/LBC 33 High Street Cranbrook, Cranbrook And Sissinghurst 

- Listed Building Consent: Minor works including changes to the internal layout of the ground floor, 
works to shop front, the replacement of two air conditioning units and the erection of two satellite 
dishes. Installation of 1 No externally illuminated fascia sign and 1 No externally illuminated 
projecting sign (LB) 


Y14/0237/SH+ - Bullaceton School Road Saltwood Hythe Kent 
- Felling of three Holly trees situated within a conservation area. 


14/00670/LBC Bushes Farmhouse Churn Lane, Horsmonden 

- Listed Building Consent: Remove a small section of internal wall in the kitchen to gain more light (LB) 


Y14/0255/SH* - 1 Pound Farm Cottages The Street Newington 
Folkestone Kent - Felling of four Sycamore trees situated to the 
rear of Pound Farm Cottages and within a conservation area. 
Any representations should be made in writing to the Head of 
Planning, Shepway District Council, Civic Centre, Castle Hill 
Avenue, Folkestone, Kent, CT20 2QY or emailed to planning® 
shepway.gov.uk. Comments should be made in writing within 
21 days from the date of publication. It should be noted that 
any representations received will be made available for public 
inspection. 

Some applications can be viewed at other locations in addition 
to the Civic Centre, Folkestone. The applications are marked 
as follows: 

# - The One Stop Shop, Magpies, Church Approach, New 
Romney 

t - Hythe Town Council Offices, Stade Street, Hythe 
Applications can be viewed and comments made online at 
http://searchplanapps.shepway.gov.uk/online-applications/. 

The applications marked (*) do not accord with the provisions 
of the development plan in force in the area in which the land to 
which the application relates is situated. 

C Lewis, Head of Planning 
Shepway District Council 


14/00672/LBC School House Furnace Lane, Lamberhurst 

- Listed building consent - two storey side (west) extension (LB) 

14/00740/FULL Kent College For Girls Old Church Road, Pembury 

- Multi-purpose 4-court sports hall with adjoining accommodation providing pupil changing, staff 
office, storage, wc’s at ground floor level. 2x teaching rooms, viewing gallery at first floor level, 
circulation and plant provision at lower ground level (MAJOR) 

(DEVPLN) Departure from the Development Plan (PROW) Affecting A Public Right of 
way (CA) Affecting a Conservation Area (LB) Affecting a Listed Building (MAJOR) 

Major Applications (MAST) Mast Applications (EIA) Applications Accompanied by an EIA 
Statement. 


You may view these applications on our website (www.tunbridgewells.gov.uk), at the The Old Fire 
Station, Stone Street, Cranbrook or at Gateway, 8 Grosvenor Road, Tunbridge Wells. We accept 
comments online, by email to planningcomments@tunbridgewells.gov.uk or in writing to the 
address below. Comments should be made within 21 days from the date of this notice, although 
we may accept them after this date. 


You should quote the reference and be aware that we make all comments available for inspection, 
placing them on the file and publishing them on the internet. We do not publish signatures, 
telephone numbers or email addresses on the internet. 


James Freeman 

Head of Planning Services, Tunbridge Wells Borough Council 
Town Hall, Royal Tunbridge Wells TNI IRS 

Dated: 22 March 2014 
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CANTERBURY 
CITY COUNCIL 


Notice under Article 13 of the Town & Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (England) Order 2010 
Notice under Article 8 of the Town & Country Planning (General Development Procedure) Order 1995 
Notice under Section 67 and/or Section 73 of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 
Notice under Regulation 5 of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Regulations 1990 

Notice under Regulation 5A of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) (Amendment) (England) Regulations 2004 

The following applications have been submitted for consideration by the council: 

CA//13/00627/OUT: Land adjoining Woodview, Maypole Road, Hoath, CT3 4LW Outline application for proposed two detached two storey 
dwellings (four bed) with parking and new access on land adjoining Woodview, Maypole Road, Hoath. Applicant: Mr Collins 
Reason: Conservation area. 

CA//14/00208/FUL: The Barton, Patrixbourne Road, Bekesbourne, CT4 5BP Demolition of existing garage and construction of two storey 
dwelling. Applicant: Ms J De Bleik Reason: Setting of listed building in conservation area. 

CA//14/00406/FUL: Bandstand, Central Parade, Herne Bay Formation of a new servery to the inner courtyard of west wing to match existing. 
Applicant: Mr R AM Reason: Conservation area. 

CA//14/00417/FUL: Waitrose, St Georges Centre, St George’s Place, Canterbury, CT1 1UL Proposed horticultural pod and relocation of 
trolley bays. Applicant: Waitrose Ltd Reason: Conservation area. 

CA//14/00477/FUL: 4 Oakleigh Lane, Bekesbourne,CT4 5EB Single and two storey side extension with internal alterations. 

Applicant: Mr Wright Reason: Conservation area. 

CA//14/00478/FUL: 19 The Gap, Canterbury, CT1 3NJ Proposed two storey extension to provide garage and additional bedroom to first floor. 
Applicant: RJR Creative Thinking Reason: Conservation area. 

CA//14/00486/FUL: Valhalla, North Stream, Marshside, Chislet, CT3 4EE Proposed portal frame building to cover existing fish farming 
ponds to enable the breading of Tilapia fish in a heated environment. Proposed operations building and proposed plant building. 

Applicant: Saxon Fisheries (UK) Ltd Reason: Conservation area. 

CA//14/00488/ADV: Longmarket, Canterbury Installation of 22 non-illuminated signs: 20 fascia signs, one hanging sign and one signage/ 
decoration on an existing planter in courtyard. Applicant: Strathclyde Pension Fund c/o Glasgow City Council Reason: Setting of listed 
building in conservation area. 

CA//14/00490/FUL: 12 Spenser Road, Herne Bay, CT6 5QL Extension of garage to front and rear, renew garage roof and insert new door to rear 
of the garage. Applicant: Mr Colin Murphy Reason: Conservation area. 

CA//14/00497/FUL: 10 Chestfield Road, Chestfield, CT5 3LJ Proposed single storey rear orangery extension. Applicant: Mr C Ballantyne-Evans 

Reason: ConservationaArea. 

CA//14/00503/FUL: Canterbury Gas Holder Station, Simmonds Road, Canterbury Erection of a small scale standby electricity generation 
plant. Applicant: UK Power Reserve Limited Reason: Conservation area. 

CA//14/00514/FUL: Debden Court Farm, Town Road, Petham, CT4 5NN Erection of livestock building. AppMcant: T Castle & Son 

Reason: Affects the setting of a listed building. 

CA//14/00520/FUL: Glenham, The Street, Bossingham, Upper Hardres, CT4 6DH Two storey side and rear extension. Applicant: Mr Rob Key 

Reason: Conservation area. 

CA//14/00522/FUL: The Old Post Office, The Street, Bishopsbourne, CT4 5HX Proposed extensions to rear of dwelling and internal and 
external alterations, along with new home office to replace existing garage. Applicant: Mr Edward Burlison Rush Reason: Setting of listed 
building in conservation area. 

CA//14/00523/LB: The Old Post Office, The Street, Bishopsbourne, CT4 5HX Proposed extensions to rear of dwelling and internal and 
external alterations, along with new home office to replace existing garage. Applicant: Mr Edward Burlison Rush Reason: Work to a listed 
building. 

CA//14/00526/FUL: 121 Canterbury Road, Whitstable, CT5 4HF Demolition of lean to side projection; construction of side extension. 

Applicant: Mr A Pickstock and Mrs C Aylott Reason: Conservation area. 

CA//14/00528/FUL: 14 Nargate Street, Littlebourne, CT3 1UH Two storey side extension; demolition of garage, porch and conservatory. 
Applicant: Mr Fletcher and Mr Rochester Reason: Setting of listed building in conservation area. 

CA//14/00535/FUL: Polo Farm Sports Club, Littlebourne Road, Canterbury, CT3 4AF Proposed residential development comprising 
18 dwellings. Applicant: Polo Farm Sports Club Reason: Development plan and public right of way. 

Any representations should be submitted via public access on the planning pages of the website www.canterbury.gov.uk/dc to arrive on or before 

Monday 14 April 2014. 

The weekly list of applications can be viewed on our website at www.canterbury.gov.uk/dc 

Ian Brown, Head of Planning and Regeneration 
Friday 21 March 2014 
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PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY & VILLAGE GREENS 


PROW - IN THE BOROUGH OF ASHFORD 


NOTICE OF THE MAKING OF AN ORDER TO TEMPORARILY 
CLOSE PUBLIC FOOTPATH AW231 
IN THE PARISH OF GREAT CHART WITH SINGLETON 
PUBLIC FOOTPATH AW231 

(PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) TEMPORARY ORDER 2014 
ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984, SECTION 14(1), 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Kent County Council has made an Order the effect of 
which is to temporarily close Public Footpath AW231 
between Harvest Way and Wesley School Road from the 
17th March 2014. 

The path will be closed for a maximum of six months, 
although it is expected that it will reopen before 30th 
June 2014. 

The path is to be closed because works are planned on 
or near it and there is a likelihood of dangerto users. 

The alternative route is via Harvest Way, Knoll Lane and 
Cuckoo Lane. 

For detailed enquiries please contact Faye Faiers 
Contact Centre no. 03000 417171 
Or for further details on temporary closures on the 
Rights of Way Network see: 

http:/www.kent.gov.uk/environment_and_planning/ 

countryside_access/traffic_regulation_orders.aspx 


NOTICE OF THE MAKING OF AN ORDER TO TEMPORARILY 
CLOSE PUBLIC FOOTPATH AB21 
IN THE PARISH OFTENTERDEN 
PUBLIC FOOTPATH AB21 

(PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) TEMPORARY ORDER 2014 
ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 SECTION 14(1), 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Kent County Council has made an Order the effect of which 
is to temporarily close Public Footpath AB21, between its 
junction with Public Footpath AB22 and its junction with 
Public Footpath AB20 from the 20th March 2014. 

This Order will close the path fora maximum of six 
months, although it is possible that a further closure will 
be required. 

The path is closed because works to replace a broken 
bridge are to be carried out and there is a likelihood of 
dangerto users. 

There is no alternative route. 

For detailed enquiries please contact Faye Faiers 
Contact Centre no. 03000 417171 
Or for further details on temporary closures on the 
Rights of Way network see: 

http://www.kent.gov.uk/environment_and_planning/ 

countryside_access/traffic_regulation_orders.aspx 


PROW - IN THE CITY OF CANTERBURY 


NOTICE OF THE MAKING OF AN ORDER TO TEMPORARILY 

CLOSE PUBLIC FOOTPATH CH39 

IN THE PARISH OF HERNE AND BROOMFIELD 


PUBLIC FOOTPATH CH39 

(PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) TEMPORARY ORDER 2014 


" 


ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 SECTION 14(1), 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC (TEMPORARY 
RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 


Kent County Council has made an Order the effect of 
which is to temporarily close Public Footpath CH39, 
between its junction with CH70 and Ridgeway Road from 
the 14th March 2014. 

The path will be closed for a maximum of six months, 
although it is expected that it will reopen by the 
beginning of April 2014. 

The path is closed because resurfacing works are 
planned and there is a likelihood of dangerto users. 

The alternative route is via Ridgeway Road, Forgefields 
and Norton Avenue and will be signed forthe duration 
of the closure. 

For detailed enquiries please contact Melvyn Twycross 
Contact Centre no. 03000 417171 
Or for further details on temporary closures on the 
Rights of Way network see: 

http://www.kent.gov.uk/environment_and_planning/ 

countryside_access/traffic_regulation_orders.aspx 


PROW - IN THE BOROUGH OF GRAVESHAM 


NOTICE OF CONFIRMATION OF RAIL CROSSING 

DIVERSION ORDER 

HIGHWAYS ACT 1980 

WILDLIFE AND COUNTRYSIDE ACT 1981 

THE KENT COUNTY COUNCIL 

(PUBLIC FOOTPATH NS180 (PART) COBHAM) 

RAIL CROSSING DIVERSION ORDER AND DEFINITIVE 
MAP AND STATEMENT 
MODIFICATION ORDER 2014 

On 11th March 2014 The Kent County Council confirmed 
this order, made under section 119A of The Highways 
Act 1980 (as amended by the Transport and Works Act 
1992). 

The effect of the order as confirmed is to divert the 
entire width of that part of Public Footpath NS180 
Cobham from NGRTQ6894,67i6 (Point B) as shown on 
the map contained in the Order, and runs north north 
west for 294 metres, then over the railway crossing in 
a north, north east direction for 26 metres. Thence in a 
north west direction fora distance of 429 metres to NGR 
TQ6879.6787 (Point A). It will add a new length of Public 
Footpath numbered NS180 with a width of two metres, 
which commences from NGR TQ6894,6717 (Point D), 
as indicated on the order plan and runs in a north east 
direction for 242 metres, to NGR TQ6902,6740 (Point 
X) and then east for 15 metres to pass into the Medway 
Council area where the path is numbered RS363A and 
then running north east underthe railway line for 55 
metres to NGR TQ6906,6745 (Point C) thence returning 
to the administrative area of Kent running in a north 
west direction, again numbered NS180, for a distance of 
493 metres to NGR TQ6879,6787 (Point A). 

All directions general, all distances approximate. 

A copy of the order as confirmed and the map contained 
in it has been placed and may be seen free of charge at 
the Offices of Gravesham Borough Council, Civic Centre, 
Windmill Street, Gravesend, Kent DA12 1AU, also at 


Medway Council, Gun Warf, Dock Road, Chatham, ME4 
4TR or at the Kent County Council, PROW and Access 
Service, Invicta House, Maidstone, Kent, ME141XX 
during office hours. Copies of the order and map may be 
bought there at the price offs. 

The order comes into force as from 7th April 2014, 
but if any person aggrieved by the order desires to 
question its validity, or that of any provision contained 
in it, on the ground that it is not within the powers of 
the Highways Act 1980 as amended, or on the ground 
that any requirement of the Act as amended, or of any 
regulation made under it has not been complied with 
in relation to the order, he or she may under paragraph 
2 of Schedule 2 to the Act as applied by paragraph 5 of 
Schedule 6 to the Act, within six weeks from 23rd March 
2014, make an application to the High Court. 


PROW - IN THE BOROUGH OF MAIDSTONE 


NOTICE OF THE MAKING OF AN ORDER TO TEMPORARILY 
CLOSE PUBLIC FOOTPATH KM4 
IN THE PARISH OF BARMING 
PUBLIC FOOTPATH KM4 

(PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) TEMPORARY ORDER 2014 
ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 SECTION 14(1), 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Kent County Council has made an Order the effect of 
which is to temporarily close Public Footpath KM4, 
between East Farleigh bridge and point NGR TQ 732 535 
from the 16th March 2014. 

The path will be closed for a maximum of six months. 

The path is closed because resurfacing works are 
planned due to flood damage and there is a likelihood 
of dangerto users. 

There is no alternative route. 

For detailed enquiries please contact Katie Cullen 
Contact Centre no. 03000 417171 
Or for further details on temporary closures on the 
Rights of Way network see: 

http://www.kent.gov.uk/environment_and_planning/ 

countryside_access/traffic_regulation_orders.aspx 


PROW - IN THE BOROUGH 01 
TUNBRIDGE WELLS 


NOTICE OF CONFIRMATION OF PUBLIC PATH ORDER 
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990: SECTION 257 
THE TUNBRIDGE WELLS BOROUGH COUNCIL 
(PUBLIC FOOTPATH WC20 (PART) GOUDHURST) 

PUBLIC PATH DIVERSION ORDER 2014 


On 7th March 2014 the Tunbridge Wells Borough Council 
confirmed the above Order under section 257 of the 
Town and Country Planning Act 1990. 

The effect of the Order, as confirmed, is to entire width of 
that length of Public Footpath WC20 which commences 
at a point 61 metres north-west of its junction with Jarvis 
Lane (TQ 7362 3837) where there is an existing gate and 
runs in a north-westerly through westerly direction for 
135 metres to an existing gate at TQ 7350 3839. A new 
length of Public Footpath numbered WC20 is provided 
with a width of 2 metres which commences at the 
previously described gate at TQ 7362 3837 and runs 
in a northerly direction for 18 metres to TQ 7362 3839, 
continuing along an existing trackway in a north-westerly 
through south-westerly direction for 130 metres to an 
existing gate at TQ 7350 3839. 

All directions general, all distances approximate. 

A copy of the Order and the Map have been placed 
and may be seen free of charge at the Tunbridge Wells 
Borough Council, Tunbridge Wells Gateway, 8 Grosvenor 
Road, Tunbridge Wells, Kent, TNi 2AB or at the Kent 
County Council, PROW and Access Service, Invicta 
House, County Hall, Maidstone ME14 1XX during office 
hours. Copies of the Order and Map may be purchased 
there at a cost offs. 

The Order came into force on the date of confirmation 
but if any person aggrieved by the Order desires to 
question its validity or that of any provision contained 
in it on the ground that it is not within the powers of 
the above Act, or on the ground that any requirement 
of that Act, or any regulation made under it has not 
been complied with in relation to the confirmation of 
the Order, he or she may apply to the High Court for 
any of these purposes under section 287 of the Town 
and Country Planning Act 1990 within 6 weeks from the 
date on which notice is first published as required by 
paragraph 7 of Schedule 14 to that Act. 


Public Rights of Way and Access Service 

Kent County Council 

Invicta House 

County Hall 

Maidstone 

Kent 

ME 14 lXX Dated: 23 rd March 2014 


This document is available in alternative formats and can be explained in a range of languages. 


For further information, please contact 
Kent Public Rights of Way and Access Service, 
on 03000 417171 (local rate) Mon-Fri 9am-5pm 
or visit www.kent.gov.uk/countrysideaccess 


Kent 

County 

Council 

kent.gov.uk 




Turn your photos into a beautifully bound PhotoBook 

Get 20% off all 
PhotoBook orders 

From holiday snaps, to baby photos, wedding albums 
to birthdays, cherish all your precious moments 
by creating your own PhotoBook today! 

yourPhotoBooksxo.uk 

CAPTURE A MOMENT 

Vm www.^cuqshotobodacaiitio find out 
how la use and make your own PHotoBook 
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HIGHWAYS 


Kent County Council, acting in exercise of its powers under the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, 
makes or intends to make, the following Orders. 


HIGHWAYS - ASHFORD AREA 


CHENNELL PARK ROAD, TENTERDEN 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2014 

Because of excavation works to provide a new water 
supply, Kent County Council intends to make an Order to 
temporarily prohibit through traffic on part of Chennell 
Park Road, Tenterden. 

Chennell Park Road will be closed in the vicinity of 
Coombe Farm, with access from either direction up to 
where the road is closed, but no through access. 

A closure is planned to commence from 7 April 2014 at 
09:30 hours through until 11 April at 17:00 hours. 

The alternative route for through traffic is via Cranbrook 
Road and Mill Pond Lane. 

Due to the nature of the works, it will not be possible to 
re-open the road outside the working hours. 


WATERY LANE, WESTWELL, ASHFORD 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2014 

Because of bridge repairs, Kent County Council has 
made an Orderto temporarily prohibit through traffic on 
part of Watery Lane, Westwell, Ashford. 

Watery Lane will be closed in the vicinity of the domestic 
railway bridge, with no through access along Watery 
Lane. 

Overnight closures are planned to commence from 
Monday 24 March 2014 for up to 5 nights, between 
21:30 hours through until 05:30 hours each night. 

The alternative route is via A20 Maidstone Road, 
Sandyhurst Lane, Westwell Lane and Watery Lane. 


VARIOUS ROADS, ASHFORD (CARRIAGEWAY PATCHING) 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) 

TEMPORARY ORDER APRIL 2014 

Because of carriageway patching works, Kent County 
Council intends to make an Orderto temporarily prohibit 
through traffic on various roads in the Ashford area, on 
or after 7 April 2014. 

The roads affected, planned dates of closures and 
alternative routes are as shown below. 

Closures are planned for 08:30 hours to 17:30 hours 
each day except where otherwise stated, but there may 
be certain occasions when the nature of works delays 
or prevents a road being re-opened outside the working 
hours. 

SOLE STREET, CRUNDALE - closed between Olantigh 
Road and Richdore Road 

10 April 2014 for 3 days 

Alternative route via Olantigh Road, Coldharbour 
Lane, Wye Road, Waltham Road, Ashenfield Road and 
Richdore Road 

HIGH HALDEN ROAD, BIDDENDEN / POT KILN LANE, 
BETHERSDEN - closed between A262 Tenterden Road 
and Bull Lane 
14 April 2014 for 4 days 

Alternative route via A262 Tenterden Road, Biddenden 
Road, A28 Ashford Road and Bull Lane 

SPOT HOUSE LANE, WOODCHURCH / SCHOOL HILL, 
WAREHORNE- closed between Coldblow and Warehorne 
Road 

22 April 2014 for 3 days 

Alternative route via Woodchurch Road 81 Malthouse 
Lane 

CRANBROOK ROAD, TENTERDEN - closed between 
Rolvenden Road 81 Mill Pond Lane 
24 April to 3 May 2014 , weekdays only 
Alternative route via Tenterden Road, Benenden Road, 
A262 Tenterden Road, A262 Biddenden Road, A28 
Ashford Road, A28 High Street and Rolvenden Road 
BLACKWALL ROAD, WITTERSHAM - closed between 
Ham Green and Blackwall Bridge 
6 May 2014 for 3 days 

Alternative route via The Street, B2082 Stocks Road, 

Rye Road, Wittersham Road, Wittersham Lane, Iden 
Road, A268 Rye Road, Main Street, Mackerel Hill and 
Wittersham Road 


HIGHWAYS - CANTERBURY AREA 


RECTORY LANE, BARHAM (PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) 
TEMPORARY ORDER 2014 

To allow works to be carried out to clear blockages in 
phone ducting in the carriageway, Kent County Council 
has made an Orderto temporarily prohibit through 
traffic on part of Rectory Lane, Barham. 

Rectory Lane will be closed from the junction with The 
Street to Court Cottage. 

A closure is planned to commence from 24 March 2014 
for up to 4 days. 

The alternative route is via The Street, Gravel Castle 
Road and Rectory Lane. 

Due to the nature of the works, it is unlikely the road can 
be re-opened outside the working hours. 

- - 
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VARIOUS ROADS, CANTERBURY (CARRIAGEWAY 
PATCHING) (PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) 

TEMPORARY ORDER APRIL 2014 

To allow carriageway patching works to be safely carried 
out, Kent County Council intends to make an Orderto 
temporarily prohibit through traffic on various roads in 
the Canterbury area, on or after 7 April 2014. 

The roads affected, dates of closure and alternative 
routes are as shown below. 

Closures are planned to be between 07:30 hours 
to 18:00 hours each day, but there may be certain 
occasions when the nature of works delays or prevents a 
road being re-opened outside the working hours 
GROVE FERRY HILL / GROVE FERRY ROAD - closed in 
phases for its entire length - i.e. from Island Road to 
Grove Road 

9 April 2014 for up to 6 days 
Alternative route via Grove Ferry Hill, A28 Island 
Road, A253 Ramsgate Road, The Street, Preston Road, 
Stourmouth Road, Grove Road and Grove Ferry Road. 

PETT BOTTOM ROAD, UPPER HARDRES - closed 
between the junctions with School Lane and Lynsore 
Bottom 

14 April 2014 for up to 2 days 

Alternative route via Tapleys Hill, Hardres Court Road, 

The Street and Manns Hill 

HILLSIDE AVENUE, CANTERBURY - closed for its entire 
length 

5 May 2014 for up to 4 days 

There is no alternative route; every effort will be made to 
maintain access whenever safe to do so, but there may 
be delays and certain times this is not possible 


HIGHWAYS - DARTFORD AREA 


HOME GARDENS, DARTFORD 

(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2014 

Because of the need to carry out repairs to the 
expansion joint to Hanau Bridge as the runner has 
cracked and needs welding and the surfacing needs 
repairs, Kent County Council has made an Order 
prohibiting through traffic on Home Gardens, Dartford, 
on or after 30th March 2014 for up to 1 day or until the 
works have been completed. 

The lane will be closed southbound over the bridge. 
The alternative route is via: bus lane. 


HIGHWAYS - DOVER AREA 


ALKHAM VALLEY ROAD, LOWER STANDEN, ALKHAM 
(30 MPH SPEED LIMIT) TEMPORARY ORDER 2014 

For the safety of the public and workforce during works 
to upgrade the Pumping Station, Kent County Council 
has made an Orderto impose a temporary mandatory 
speed limit of 30 mph on part of Alkham Valley Road, 
Lower Standen, Alkham, on or after 24 March 2014. 

The 30 mph speed limit applies to the section of 
Alkham Valley Road from a point 200 metres south of 
the junction with Standen Lane to the junction with 
Stombers Lane, and applies in both directions, as and 
when the relevant signs are on site. 

The speed limit remains in force until the works have 
been completed, with an estimated completion date of 
10 November 2014. 


BEWSBURY CROSS LANE, WHITFIELD 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2014 

Because of gas mains replacement works, Kent County 
Council has made an Orderto temporarily prohibit 
through traffic on Bewsbury Cross Lane, Whitfield. 
Bewsbury Cross Lane will be closed in sections for most 
of its length. 

Phased closures are planned to commence from 24 
March 2014 for up to 7 weeks or until the works have 
been completed. 

The alternative through route is via Sandwich Road and 
Nursery Lane. 

Access to Grace Meadow will be maintained from one or 
other direction as the works progress. 

Due to the nature of the works, it will not be possible to 
re-open the road outside the working hours. 


BROOKFIELD AVENUE, DOVER 

(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2014 

Because of carriageway patching works, Kent County 
Council intends to make an Orderto temporarily prohibit 
through traffic on part of Brookfield Avenue, Dover. 

A closure is planned to commence from 9 April 2014 for 
up to 2 days or until the works have been completed. 
Brookfield Avenue will be closed between the junctions 
with Green Lane and Park Road. 

The alternative route is via Brookfield Avenue, Old Park 
Road, Crabble Hill and Buckland Avenue. 

Due to the nature of the works, it will not be possible 
to re-open the road outside the working hours on the 
first day. 


LOWER ROAD, TEMPLE EWELL 

(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2014 

Because of carriageway repairs, Kent County Council 
intends to make an Orderto temporarily prohibit 
through traffic on part of Lower Road, Temple Ewell. 
Lower Road will be closed between the junctions with 
Alkham Road and Mill Street with no through access 
between Alkham and Temple Ewell via Lower Road. 

A closure is planned to commence from 7 April 2014 at 
07:30 hours for up to 3 days, or until the works have 
been completed. 

The alternative route is via Alkham Road and London 
Road. Please note there is an 11’ 6” height restriction on 
diversion route. 

Due to the nature of the works, it will not be possible to 
re-open the road outside the working hours. 

Every effort will be made to try and maintain access for 
residents, but there are likely to be delays and times 
when access is not possible. 


LYDDEN HILL RACE CIRCUIT (PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) 
TEMPORARY ORDER 2014 

Forthe safety of the public during event weekends at 
Lydden Hill Race Circuit, Kent County Council has made 
an Orderto temporarily prohibit through traffic on 
various roads in the vicinity of the circuit, on or after 24 
March 2014, as shown below. 

On the days listed, the following roads will be closed 
DENTON LANE and SHELVIN LANE closed at their 
junctions with A260 Canterbury Road 
GEDDINGE LANE closed to the west of the entrance to AB 
Crush Panelcraft 

WOOTTON LANE closed at the junction with Stockham 
Lane 

The above closures are between 07:00 hours and 13:00 
hours each day 

SHELVIN LANE closed at the junction with the A2 Trunk 
Road, between 15:30 hours and 18:00 hours each day. 
Managed access will be allowed for residents and 
visitors having a valid Permit 

There will be no access for through traffic from the A260 
Canterbury Road / The Street to Lydden Hill Race Circuit 
The alternative route to Lydden Hill Race Circuit is via the 
A260 The Street, Canterbury Road and A2 Trunk Road. 
These restrictions apply on the following dates 
29 8130 March 2014 
19 81 20 April 2014 
5 May 2014 
24 81 25 May 2014 
28 8129 June 2014 
9 & 10 August 2014 


VARIOUS ROADS, DOVER (CARRIAGEWAY PATCHING) 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) 

TEMPORARY ORDER MARCH 2014 

Because of carriageway patching works, Kent County 
Council has made an Orderto temporarily prohibit 
through traffic on various roads within the Dover area, 
on or after 26 March 2014. 

The roads affected, dates of closure and alternative 
routes are as shown below. 

WATERWORKS HILL, LANGDON - closed between the 
junctions with East Langdon Road / The Street and 
Abbey Road 
28 March for 2 days 

Alternative route via East Langdon Road, Church Lane, 
Waldershare Lane and Abbey Road 

THE STREET (GORE TOP LANE), WORTH closed from the 
National Speed limit sign eastwards to the end of the 
road 

31 March for 3 days 

There is no alternative route; every effort will be made 
to maintain access when safe to do so, but there may be 
delays and times when no access possible. 

WILLOW WOODS ROAD, LITTLE MONGEHAM - closed 
between Lower Mill Lane and Beacon Hill 
2 April for 3 days* 

Alternative route via Willow Woods Road, Roman Road, 
Homestead Lane, Downs Road, Church Hill, Vale Road 
and Beacon Hill 

WILLOW ROAD and NORTHBOURNE ROAD, GREAT 
MONGEHAM - closed between Beacon Hill and 
Mongeham Road 
2 April for 3 days* 


Alternative route via Beacon Hill, Sutton Road and 
Mongeham Road 

* Once works completed on Willow Woods Road, work 
will then switch to Willow Road and Northbourne Road. 

SHEPHERDSWELL ROAD, SHEPHERDSWELL / EYTHORNE 

- closed between Barfestone road and Church Hill 

4 April 2014 for 4 days 

Alternative route via Eythorne Road, Westcourt Lane, 
Westcourt Downs, Barfrestone Lane, Barfrestone Road 
and Church Hill, Eythorne 

It is planned that roads will be closed between 07:30 
hours and 17:00 hours each day and re-opened outside 
these times, but there may be certain occasions when 
the nature of works prevents a road being re-opened. 


THE KENT COUNTY COUNCIL 
(VARIOUS ROADS, DOVER DISTRICT) 

(WAITING RESTRICTIONS AND STREET PARKING PLACES) 
CONSOLIDATION 

(AMENDMENT NO 22) ORDER 2014 

Notice is hereby given that KENT COUNTY COUNCIL 
propose to make the above named Order under sections 
1(1), 2(1) to (3), 3(2), 4(1) and (2), 32(1), 35(1), 45, 46, 49 
and 53 of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, and of all 
other enabling powers, and after consultation with the 
Chief Officer of Police in accordance with Paragraph 20 
of Schedule 9 to the Act: 

The effect ofthe Orderwill be to implement yellow 
‘School Keep Clear’ zig-zag lines and ‘at anytime’ 
waiting restrictions (double yellow lines) as follows: 


‘School Keep Clear’ Zig-zags 

ST 

RADIGUND’S 

ROAD 

Dover 

On the south east side of 
the road. From a point 10.5 
metres north east ofthe 
north east flank wall of no.151 
St Radigund’s Road for a 
distance of 37.56 metres in a 
south westerly direction. 

‘At any time’ Waiting Restrictions (Double Yellow Lines) 

SHOLDEN 
NEW ROAD 

Sholden 

On the south east side ofthe 
road, from its junction with 
London Road to its junction 
with Paddock Close. 

A258 DOVER 
ROAD 

Walmer 

On the south east side of 
the road, either side on the 
junction with Granville Road 
fora distance of 10m. 

A258 DOVER 
ROAD 

Walmer 

On the north west side ofthe 
road, from the junction with 
Salisbury Road for a distance 
of 10m in a south westerly 
direction. 

A258 DOVER 
ROAD 

Walmer 

On the north west side ofthe 
road, from the junction with 
Salisbury Road for a distance 
of 7m in a north easterly 
direction. 

GRANVILLE 

ROAD 

Walmer 

On both sides ofthe road, 
from the junction with A258 
Dover Road for a distance 
of 10m in a south easterly 
direction 

SALISBURY 

ROAD 

Walmer 

On the north east side of 
the road, from the junction 
with A258 Dover Road for a 
distance of 26m in a north 
westerly direction. 

SALISBURY 

ROAD 

Walmer 

On the south west side of 
the road, from the junction 
with A258 Dover Road for a 
distance of 21m in a north 
westerly direction. 


Full details are contained in the draft Order which, 
together with the relevant plans, any Orders amended 
by the proposals and a statement of reasons for 
proposing to make the Order may be examined on 
Mondays to Fridays at Kent County Council, Javelin Way 
Ashford, Kent, TN24 8AD and at Kent County Council, 
County Hall, Maidstone, Kent, ME14 1XQ during normal 
office hours. 

If you wish to offer support for or object to the proposed 
Orderyou should send the grounds in writing to Traffic 
Schemes Team,, Kent County Council Highways and 
Transportation, Ashford Highway Depot, 4 Javelin Way, 
Henwood Industrial Estate, Ashford, TN24 8AD or by 
email to tro@kent.gov.uk by noon on Monday 14 April 
2014. 


For further information, please contact 
Kent County Council Highways and Transportation, 
on 03000 418181 (local rate) 
or visit www.kent.gov.uk/highways 


Kent 

County 

Council 

kent.gov.uk 
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HIGHWAYS 


HIGHWAYS - MAIDSTONE AREA 


(CHATHAM ROAD, BOXLEY) (COUNTY OF KENT) 

(24 HOUR CLEARWAY) 

ORDER 2014 

The Kent County Council, in exercise of their powers 
and under Sections 1(1), 2(1) to (3), 3(2), 4(1) and 
(2), 32(1), 35(1), 44, 46, 49 and 53 of the Road Traffic 
Regulation Act 1984 and of all other enabling powers, 
and after consultation with the chief officer of police in 
accordance with Part III of Schedule 9 to the said Act of 
1984, proposes to make the following Order:- 
The effect of the Order is to introduce a 24 Hour 
Clearway on the following roads or length of roads 

a) That length of Chatham Road which extends both 
sides from its junction with Tyland Lane up to the 
Borough boundary (with Tonbridge and Mailing 
Borough Council). 

b) That length of Chatham Road which extends both 
sides from the Borough boundary (with Maidstone 
Borough Council) to its junction with the A229 
southbound entry-slip. 

A copy of the proposed Order, statement of the 
Council’s reasons for making the proposed Order, a 
map indicating the location and the effect and a copy 
of any other Orders which will be amended by the 
proposed Order may be examined on Mondays to Friday 
at Maidstone Borough Council Offices, Maidstone 
Gateway, Maidstone, Kent, ME15 6JQ, The Kent County 
Council, Sessions House, Maidstone, ME141XQ and at 
Tonbridge & Mailing Borough Council Offices, Gibson 
Building, Gibson Drive, Kings Hill ME19 4LZ. 

If you wish to offer support for or object to the proposed 
Orderyou should send the grounds in writingtoThe 
Traffic Schemes and Member Highway Fund Manager, 
Kent County Council Highways, Javelin Way, Ashford, 
TN24 8AD or by email to TRO@kent.gov.uk, by not later 
than 12 noon on Monday 14th day of April 2014. 


HEATH ROAD & ULCOMBE ROAD, LANGLEY 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2014 

Because of gas mains replacement works, Kent County 
Council intends to make an Order prohibiting through 
traffic on Heath Road & Ulcombe Road, Langley, on or 
after 7 April 2014 for up to 2 weeks or until the works 
have been completed. 

Heath Road will be closed from Leeds Road to outside 
number 5 and Ulcombe Road from Leeds Road to Glicine 
House. 

The alternative route for Heath Road is via Leeds Road 
and Horseshoes Lane and for Ulcombe Road via Leeds 
Road, A274 Maidstone Road, Chartway Street and 
Gravelly Bottom Road. 


STEDE HILL & HOGBARN LANE, HARRIETSHAM 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2014 

Because it is necessary to access an underground 
structure for cabling works, Kent County Council 
intends to make an Order prohibiting through traffic on 
Stede Hill on or after 7 April 2014 and Hogbarn Lane, 
Harrietsham, on or after 14 April 2014 for up to 5 days or 
until the works have been completed. 

Stede Hill will be closed from Marley Road to Hogbarn 
Lane. The alternative route is via Marley Road, Pilgrims 
Way, Flint Lane, West Street, Ashdown Road, Syndale 
Bottom Road and Hogbarn Lane. 

Hogbarn Lane will be closed from Stede Hill to outside 
“Stonecroft”. The alternative route is via Ringlestone 
Road and Stede Hill. 


(BOROUGH OF MAIDSTONE) WAITING RESTRICTIONS 
CONSOLIDATION VARIATION NO 21 
ORDER 2014 

Notice is hereby given that KENT COUNTY COUNCIL 
proposes to make the above named Order underthe 
Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, and of all other 
enabling powers, and after consultation with the chief 
officer of police in accordance with Part III ofSchedule 
9 to the Act: 

The effect of the proposed named Order will introduce 
No waiting at any Time (Double Yellow Lines) in the 
following roads or lengths of roads. 

1 . CHATHAM ROAD 

West side; from its junction with Tyland Lane for 
a distance of 34 metres in a northerly then in a 
westerly direction 

East side; from its junction with Tyland Lane for a 
distance of 18 metres in a northerly direction 
West side; from a point 15 metres north of its 
junction with Tollgate Way to a point 15 metres south 
of that junction 

2 . TOLLGATE WAY 

Both sides; from its junction with Chatham Road to a 
point 19 metres west of that junction 

3 . TYLAND LANE 

North side; from a point 19 metres northwest of its 
junction with Chatham Road to a point 15 metres 
southeast of that junction 

Full details are contained in the proposed Order, any 
Orders which will be amended by the proposed Order, 
a statement of the Council’s reasons for proposing to 
make the Order and maps indicating the location 
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and effect may be examined at the Sessions House, 
County Hall, Maidstone ME14 1XX and at the Maidstone 
Borough Council offices, Maidstone Gateway, King 
Street, Maidstone ME15 6JQ during normal office hours. 
Anyone wishing to support the new proposal or object to 
the proposed Order should send the grounds in writing 
to: The Traffic Schemes and Member Highway Fund 
Manager, Kent County Council Highways, Javelin Way, 
Ashford, TN24 8AD or by email to TRO@kent.gov.uk, by 
noon on Monday 14th April 2014. 


HIGHWAYS - SEVENOAKS AREA 


LONDON ROAD FARNINGHAM 

(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2014 

Because BT requires safe access to manhole for cabling 
works, Kent County Council intends to make an Order of 
a speed restriction on London Road Farningham, on or 
after 8th April 2014 for up to 2 nights between the hours 
of 20.00 and 06.00 hrs or until the works have been 
completed. 

The restriction will be in place from the juncton Dartford 
Road, Main Road and London Road Farningham A20. 


MILL LANE, SHOREHAM 

(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2014 

Because of a Sewer Connection, Kent County Council 
intends to make an Order prohibiting through traffic on 
Mill Lane , Shoreham, on or after 7th April 2014 for up to 
5 days or until the works have been completed. 

There will no alternative route as Mill Lane is a dead end 
road therefore no diversion required. 


VALLEY ROAD, FAWKHAM, SEVENOAKS 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2014 

Because of carriageway patching works, Kent County 
Council intends to make an Order prohibiting through 
traffic on Valley Road, Fawkham, Sevenoaks, on or after 
7th April 2014 for up to 2 weeks or until the works have 
been completed. 

The road will be closed from the Pumping Station at 
Longfield to Fawkham Green and there will be no access 
for through traffic at this location. 

The alternative route is via: from the North Fawkham 
Road Longfield, Main Road Longfield, Hartley Road 
Longfield, Ash Road Hartley, Chapel Wood Road 
Ash, Ash Road Ash, The Street Ash, South Ash Road 
Stansted, Ash Lane West Kingsdown, London Road 
West Kingsdown, Fawkham Road West Kingsdown, and 
Brands Hatch Road West Kingsdown and visa versa. 


VARIOUS ROADS SEAL AND SEVENOAKS 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2014 

Because of essential fibre-optic broadband works , Kent 
County Council has made an Order prohibiting through 
traffic on Various Roads Seal and Sevenoaks, on or after 
29th March 2014 as described in the Schedule below 
and up to or until the works have been completed. 



SCHEDULE 

Road Name: 

Park Lane Seal 

Extent: 

from the junction of Bitchett Green Road 
and Bridle Road 

Dates: 

29 th March 2014 for 8 days 

Diversion: 

Grove Road, Hall Hill, Stone Street, 

Bitchett Green Road and vice versa 

Road Name: 

Black Hall Lane 

Extent: 

from the junction of Seal Hollow Road and 
Park Lane 

Dates: 

28 th April 2014 for 10 days 

Diversion: 

Seal Hollow Road, Seal Road, High Street, 
Park Lane and vice versa 

Road Name: 

Carters Hill, Seal 

Extent: 

junction between Fawke Wood Road and 
vicinity Forge Cottage, Underriver 

Dates: 

28 th April 2014 for 10 days 

Diversion: 

St Julians Road, A225 Riverhill, B245 
London Road Hildenborough and Bank 
Lane Hildenborough and vice versa 

Access will be 

maintained up to the points of the 


closure. 


VARIOUS ROADS, WEST KINGSDOWN, SEVENOAKS 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING & SPEED LIMIT 
RESTRICTION) TEMPORARY ORDER 2014 (SECTION 16 A) 

Notice is hereby given that owing to the likelihood of 
dangerto the public whilst an event is carried out on or 
nearthe highway the Kent County Council has made an 
Order restricting the use by vehicular traffic on Various 
Roads, West Kingsdown as noted in schedule 1. 

The Order will become effective on 30th March 2014, will 
be in operation and remain valid for a maximum period 
of 12 months; the event is planned to last as noted in 
the schedule. These restrictions will be effective when 
the appropriate signage is in place. 

The alternative route for the above restriction will be via: 
as noted in schedule 1. 


SCHEDULE 1 


Restriction: 

Road Name: 
Extent: 

Diversion: 


Dates: 

Restriction: 
Road Name: 
Extent: 

Dates: 


Restriction: 
Road Name: 
Extent 1 : 

Diversion: 

Dates: 

Restriction: 

Diversion: 


Diversion: 


Dates: 


Temporary One Way Order Eastbound 
from 06.00 - 20.00 hours. 

Scratchers Lane, West Kingsdown. 

From its junction with A20 London Road/ 
Gorse Hill to its junction with Three Gates 
Lane. 

A20 London Road and Fawkham Road. 
Traffic lights will also be placed at the 
junction of A20 London Road and Gorse 
Hill that will be manually controlled 
between 06.00 - 22.00 hours to assist 
vehicles leaving Brands Hatch Race 
Circuit. 

30 th March, 20 th April, 21 st April, 20 th 
July, 12 th October, 19 th October 2014 

3omph Speed Limit from 06.00 - 20.00 
hours. 

A20 London Road/Gorse Hill, West 
Kingsdown. 

Between W J Kings Garage London Road, 
Farningham and Twenty Mile Texaco 
Petrol Station, West Kingsdown. 

30 th March, 13 th April, 20 th April, 21 st 
April, 11 th May, 18 th May, 8 th June, 20 th 
July, 31 st August, 21 st September, 12 th 
October, 19 th October, 2 nd November, 
8 th November 2014 

Suspend Cycle Lane Order from 06.00 - 
20.00 hours. 

A20 London Road/ Gorse Hill, West 
Kingsdown. 

Between Eynsford Road, Farningham and 
Twenty Mile Texaco Petrol Station, West 
Kingsdown. 

Cyclists should dismount and walk 
alongthe pavement forthe length of the 
restriction. 

30 th March, 13 th April, 20 th April, 21 st 
April, 18 th May, 8 th June, 20 th July, 12 th 
October, 19 th October, 2 nd November 
2014 

No Right Turn from 06.00 - 20.00 hours. 

1 : Into Donkey Lane southbound from A20 

London Road/Gorse Hill. 

southbound traffic A20 wishing to access 

to Donkey Lane will be diverted via 

Eynsford Road, Farningham 

2 : Out of Donkey Lane onto A20 London 

Road/Gorse Hill. 

traffic exiting Donkey Lane will be 
diverted northbound on the A20 and 
will be permitted to turn around at the 
Farningham roundabout and then travel 
southbound 

30 th March, 13 th April, 20 th April, 21 st 
April, 18 th May, 8 th June, 20 th July, 12 th 
October, 19 th October, 2 nd November 
2014 


The purpose of the restrictions is to facilitate safety to 
road users and members of the public. 


HIGHWAYS - SWALE AREA 


CHURCH STREET, RODMERSHAM 

(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2014 

Because of works to repair a collapsed manhole, Kent 
County Council intends to make an Orderto temporarily 
prohibit through traffic on part of Church Street, 
Rodmersham. 

Church Street will be closed in the vicinity of Church 
House, with access from either direction up to where the 
road is closed, but no through access. 

A closure is planned to commence from 7 April 2014 for 
up to 4 days or until the works have been completed. 

The alternative route for through traffic is via School 
Lane, A2 Fox Hill, Canterbury Road, Swanstree Avenue, 
Highsted Road, Stockers Hill, Green Lane and Church 
Street. 

Due to the nature of these works, it will not be possible 
to re-open the road outside the working hours. 


THE KENT COUNTY COUNCIL 

(VARIOUS ROADS, THE BOROUGH OF SWALE) 

(20MPH, 30MPH, 40MPH, 50MPH SPEED LIMITS AND 
DERESTRICTED ROADS) 

AMENDMENT NO. 5 ORDER 2014 
NOTICE is hereby given that the Kent County Council has 
made an Order underSections 81, 82, 83 and 84 of the 
Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, the effect of which is 
to :- 


Extend the existing 3omph speed limit on The Street, 
Lower Halstow for 126 metres westwards to a point 2c 
metres west of Breach Lane 
A copy of the proposed Order, which comes into 
operation on 31/03/2014, together with an explanatory 
statement and a map showing the lengths of roads 
concerned may be inspected during normal office hours 
at County Hall, Maidstone, Kent, ME141XQ or at the 
offices of the Ashford Highways Depot, 4 Javelin Way, 
Henwood Industrial Estate, Ashford, Kent, TN24 8AD 
Anyone may, by application to the High Court within 
6 weeks of the date of publication of this Notice, 
challenge the validity of the Orders or of any provision 
contained in them on the grounds that it is not within 
the powers conferred by the Road Traffic Regulation 
Act 1984, or any instrument made thereunder, or that 
there has been a failure to comply with any statutory 
requirement in relation to the Orders. 



HIGHWAYS - THANET AREA 


MELBOURNE ROAD, RAMSGATE 

(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2014 

Because of works to re-line a sewer, Kent County Council 
intends to make an Orderto temporarily prohibit 
through traffic on part of Melbourne Road, Ramsgate. 

A closure is planned to commence from 7 April 2014 for 
up to 3 weeks or until the works have been completed. 
Melbourne Road will be closed between and including 
the junctions with Calverden Road and Ringold Avenue, 
with access to these roads remaining from their other 
junctions. 

The alternative through route is via St John’s Avenue and 
Princess Margaret Avenue. 

Due to the nature of the works, it will not be possible to 
re-open the road outside the working hours 


VARIOUS ROADS, THANET (CARRIAGEWAY PATCHING) 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) 

TEMPORARY ORDER APRIL 2014 

To allow carriageway patching works to be safely carried 
out, Kent County Council intends to make an Orderto 
temporarily prohibit through traffic on various roads in 
the Thanet area, on or after 7 April 2014. 

The roads affected, planned dates and times of closures 
and alternative routes are as shown below. 

COTTINGTON ROAD, MINSTER - closed between the 

junction with Grinsell Hill and the A299 Slip Road 

7 April for 3 days off peak, 09:30 hours to 15:00 hours 

each day due to effect on buses 

Alternative route via Cottington Link, A299 Hengist Way, 

Tothill Street, Foxborough Lane, The Lanes and Grinsell 

Hill 

A 255 RAMSGATE ROAD, BROADSTAIRS - closed 
between junction with Gladstone Road and Ramsgate 
Road Roundabout 

28 April for 3 evenings - 19:00 hours to 22:00 hours 
Alternative route via Bromstone Road, Fairfield Road, 
A255 Broadstairs Road, The Broadway, High Street, 
Queen’s Road and Ramsgate Road 
PYSON’S ROAD, RAMSGATE - closed between the 
junctions with Hopes Lane and A254 Margate Road 
27 April for 1 day - 09:30 hours to 16:00 hours 
Alternative route via Pyson’s Road, Rumfields Road, 
Westwood Road, Northwood Road and Margate Road 
ALBION ROAD, BIRCHINGTON - closed beyond the 
entrance to Albion Road Car Park and Alpha Road 
30 April for 2 days - 07:30 hours to 18:00 hours each 
day 

Alternative route via Station Road and Alpha Road 
Access will be maintained for Woodford Court and for 
vehicles exiting Crescent Road as signposted on site 
RADLEY CLOSE, BROADSTAIRS - closed for its entire 
length including junction with Tina Gardens 
1 May for 4 days - 07:30 hours to 18:00 hours each day 
There is no alternative route as the road is a cul-de-sac. 
Every effort will be made to maintain access when safe 
to do so, but there will be some delays and times when 
access is not possible. 


HIGHWAYS - TONBRIDGE & MALLING AREA 


PILGRIMS WAY/BATTLEFIELDS, WROTHAM 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2014 

Because of maintenace to the carriageway, Kent County 
Council has made an Order prohibiting through traffic 
on Pilgrims Way/Battlefields, Wrotham, on or after 24 
March 2014 for up to 2 days or until the works have been 
completed. 

The road will be closed from Old London Road to 
Kemsing Road. 


For further information, please contact 
Kent County Council Highways and Transportation, 
on 03000 418181 (local rate) 
or visit www.kent.gov.uk/highways 
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The alternative route is via Kemsing Road, High 
Street and Old London Road. 


B2016 SEVEN MILE LANE, A20 LONDON ROAD & 
FORD LANE, PLATT/ADDINGTON 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING, 30MPH SPEED 
RESTRICTION & PROHIBITION OF LEFT & RIGHT 
TURN) TEMPORARY ORDER 2014 
Because of a highway improvement scheme, 
Kent County Council has made an Order with 
various restrictions as shown below, on or after 
24th March 2014 or until the works have been 
completed. 

B2016 Seven Mile Lane: 

Prohibit southbound traffic between Teston 
Road and A20 London Road - diversion is via 
A20 London Road, A228 Ashton Way, A228 
Mailing Road and A26 Tonbridge Road. Prohibit 
right hand turn into A20 London Road- diversion 
is via A20 London Road round the Wrotham 
Heath Roundabout and backon the A20 London 
Road. It will be necessary to carry out various 
night-time or Sunday closures between Teston 
Road and A20 London Road. The planned dates 
will be indicated by signage displayed on site 14 
days in advance and will be in effect when the 
appropriate signage and barriers are in place. 
The diversion will be via A20 London Road, 

A228 Ashton Way, A228 Mailing Road and A26 
Tonbridge Road. 

A20 London Road: 

30 mph speed restriction from A25 Maidstone 
Road to St Vincent’s Lane. Prohibit right turn 
into B2016 Seven Mile Lane-diversion is via 
A20 London Road, A228 Ashton Way, A228 
Mailing Road and A26 Tonbridge Road. Prohibit 
left turn into B2016 Seven Mile Lane-diversion 
is via A20 London Road round the Wrotham 
Heath Roundabout and backon the A20 London 
Road. 

Ford Lane: 

Prohibit traffic from A20 London Road for 
approximately 20 metres. It will be necessary 
to carry out various night-time closures. The 
planned dates will be indicated by signage 
displayed on site 14 days in advance and will 
be in effect when the appropriate signage and 
barriers are in place. The diversion will be via 
Wrotham Water Road, Pilgrims Way, Nepicar 
Lane and A20 London Road. 


HIGHWAYS - TUNBRIDGE WELLS AREA 


CULVERDEN DOWN, TUNBRIDGE WELLS 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) 

TEMPORARY ORDER 2014 

Because of delivery and erection of buildings 
using a crane, Kent County Council intends to 
make an Order prohibiting through traffic on 
Culverden Down, Tunbridge Wells, on or after 
8 April 2014 for up to 6 working days between 
09.30hrs and ls.oohrs or until the works have 
been completed. 

The road will be closed outside 10-12. 

The alternative route is via Culverden Park and 
A26 St Johns Road. 


TONBRIDGE ROAD, PEMBURY 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) 

TEMPORARY ORDER 2014 

Due to a major project to install new high 
voltage electrical cables, Kent County Council 
Has Made an order prohibiting Southbound 
through traffic on Tonbridge Road, Pembury 
from the A21 junction for 600 metres on or after 
24th March 2014 for up to two weeks or until 
the works have been completed. Northbound 
traffic on Tonbridge Road will be unaffected. 
Access to Pembury Hospital will be from A228, 
Pembury Road. 

The alternative route is via: A21 Southbound to 
A228 Pembury Road, Tonbridge Road. 

John Burr 

Director of Highways & Transportation 
Kent County Council 
Invicta House 
County Hall, 

Maidstone 

Kent ME 14 lXQ Dated 23 rd March 2014 


For further information, please 
contact Kent County Council 
Highways and Transportation, 
on 03000 418181 (local rate) or 
visit www.kent.gov.uk/highways 
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TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 
PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
LISTED BUILDING CONSENTS 
CONSERVATION AREA CONSENTS 


DOV/14/00063 Installation of an extraction system, grille, condenser unit enclosed 
in acoustic cabinet and erection of a fence 
Zetland Arms PH, Wellington Parade, Kingsdown, Deal, 

CT14 8AF CON 

DOV/14/00205 Alterations to window, door and pipe work at ground floor level on 
rear elevation 

Guildcount House, 1 Guildcount Lane, Sandwich, CT13 9DW LCN 


DOV/14/00210 Erection of a detached car port/store 

The Nursery, Minnis Lane, River, CT15 7DN ARW 

DOV/14/00217 Variation of condition 16 of planning permission DOV/99/00735 to 
allow a maximum of 80 children at any one time (application under 
section 73) 

St Bart’s Day Nursery, 17 Dover Road, Sandwich, CT13 OBS LCN 
DOV/14/00200 Internal alterations 

19 King Street, Sandwich, CT13 9BT LCN 

DOV/14/00208 Replacement of foundations and maintenance work 

Various Overhead line, Dover, Alkham, Capel-Le-Ferne and 
Hougham ARW 


DOV/14/00214 Internal alterations to facilitate the conversion into a self-contained 
flat 

Flat 1, Timber Section, The Old Flour Mill, London Road, Dover, 
CT17 0TQ LBC 


DOV/14/00218 Erection a of two storey rear extension and alterations to shop front 

1 The Parade, High Street, Eastry CT13 OHE CON 

Reason for Advert Codes:- 

ARW - Affects a Public Right of Way LCN - Listed Building in a Conservation Area 
CON - Within Conservation Area LBC - The proposal affects a Listed Building 
Some applications are not publicised in this list. All applications may be 
inspected at the Council Offices, White Cliffs Business Park, Dover, to which 
address any representations (to include a postal address) should be sent within 21 
days marked “for the attention of Planning”. Applications may also be viewed, and 
comments on applications may be made on our website www.dover.gov.uk/planning 
or at Dover Gateway, 71 Castle Street, Dover, Deal Library or the Area Office, The 
Guildhall, Sandwich 


Failure to meet the above deadline may jeopardise the chances of 
representations being considered. Any representations received may be 
made available for inspection by the public, and may be copied to others, 
including the secretary of state and the applicant if there is an appeal against 
the council’s decision. Representations will not be acknowledged until an 
application has been determined. 

Please note that the Council does not accept any responsibility for any incomplete 
or inaccurate description of any application. 


NOTICE OF APPLICATION 
FOR PLANNING PERMISSION 
NOTICE UNDER ARTICLE 13 OF THE TOWN AND 
COUNTRY PLANNING (DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT 
PROCEDURE) (ENGLAND) ORDER 2010 (AS AMENDED) 
KCC/GR/ 0064/2014 - Proposed development at 
Ifield Foundation Special School, Cedar Avenue, 
Gravesend, Kent, DA 12 5 JT 

Ifield Foundation Special School is applying to the 
Kent County Council for planning permission for a 
new sports, arts, and cultural centre. The proposed 
development may affect a public right of way. 

You may view this application at Gravesham Borough 
Council, Civic Centre, Windmill Street, Gravesend, 
Kent, DA12 1AU. 

PLANNING 

(LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS) 
ACT 1990 

KCC/SE/ 0387/2013 - Proposed development at 
Leigh Primary School, The Green, Leigh, Tonbridge, 
Kent, TN 11 8 QP 

Leigh Primary School is applying to the Kent County 
Council for planning permission for a change of use 
and conversion of a Public WC blockadjoininga school 
to a music classroom. The proposed development is 
within a conservation area and is likely to affect its 
character and/or appearance and also affects the 
setting of a listed building. 

You may view this application at Sevenoaks District 
Council, Council Offices, Argyle Road, Sevenoaks, 
Kent, TN13 1HG 

Alternatively, details of all applications can be viewed 
on Kent County Council’s website at www.kent.gov. 
uk/viewapplications or at our offices in Maidstone at 
the address below during all reasonable office hours. 

We accept comments online via our website, by email 
to planningrepresentations@kent.gov.uk or in writing 
to Planning Applications Group, Kent County Council, 
First Floor, Invicta House, County Hall, Maidstone, Kent 
ME14 1XX within 21 days from the date of this notice. 
Please quote the application reference number and 
note that comments may be drawn to the attention of 
Council Members, the applicant and other interested 
persons and may include publishing on the Borough / 
District Council website. 

Sharon Thompson 
Head of Planning 
Applications Group 
Kent County Council 
Dated: 23 March 2014 
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Swale 

BOROUGH COUNCIL 


TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND 
CONSERVATION AREAS) ACT 1990 

Swale Borough Council as Local Planning Authority has received 
the following applications which are being advertised to ascertain 
the views of persons living near the sites and other interested 
parties. The proposed developments relate to one or more of the 
following: 

1. The site of the application is within/affecting a designated 
Conservation Area (Section 73) of the Planning (Listed 
Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990. 

2. The proposed development may affect the Listed Building or 
it’s setting. 

4. The application would affect a right of way to which Part 
III of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) 
applies. 

REPRESENTATIONS IN RESPECT OF THE FOLLOWING 
APPLICATIONS MUST BE MADE BY 07 APRIL 2014 
SW/14/0127: 

Change of use from bam to residential use was granted under 
application SW/13/0653, case no: 00135. Proposed conversion 
of mral building to single dwelling with double garage and access 
from Vicarage Lane. - Kentish Bam, Mutton Lane, OSPRINGE; 

REASON 1 
SW/14/0162: 

Partial change of use of stable block to use as a day room and the 
siting of an additional mobile home - Hursell Farm, Chaffes Lane, 
UPCHURCH; REASON 4 
SW/14/0212: 

Single storey extension to existing garage - Palm House, Southsea 

Avenue, MINSTER; REASON 4 

SW/14/0226: 

Variation to condition 2 of approved SW/11/1482 to change the 
house type from ‘Harrogate’ to ‘Stratford.’ - Plot 42, Lakeside 
Avenue, FAVERSHAM; REASON 4 
SW/14/0239: 

Variation of condition 3 (keeping of horses) of approved 
SW/11/1459 - Orchard Thatch, London Road, TEYNHAM; 

REASONS 1 & 2 
SW/14/0245: 

Change of use from commercial premises previously a Post Office 
to residential use - Post Office, 75-77 High Street, Milton Regis, 
SITTINGBOURNE; REASONS 1 & 2 
SW/14/0250: 

Two storey side extension, replacement conservatory with 
link to existing outbuilding - Swanton House, Swanton Street, 
BREDGAR; REASON 2 
SW/14/0253: 

Listed Building Consent to replace a derelict, modem, flat roofed 
garage/outbuilding with a weather boarded, pitch roofed garage. 
This proposed garage will incorporate a freestanding flint wall 
that appears to have previously part of the old garage construction 

- The Old House, The Street, DODDINGTON; REASONS 1 & 2 
SW/14/0266: 

The erection of an agricultural building - Luddenham Court Farm, 

LUDDENHAM; REASONS 2 & 4 

SW/14/0267: 

Demolition of existing car sales showroom and MOT bay and 
workshop, and the residential development of 4 no.3 bedroom two 
storey houses and 1 no.2 bedroom flat over garage unit together 
with all associated garages, parking spaces and access driveway 

- Upchurch Garage, 2 Horsham Lane & rear of 4 & 6 Horsham 
Lane, UPCHURCH; REASON 2 

SW/14/0273 & SW/14/0278: 

Proposed internal alterations to the existing structure (removal of 
internal staircase, alterations to internal doors and partitions, and 
erection of new external staircase and first floor access door) - The 
Bull Inn, 67 High Street, SITTINGBOURNE; REASONS 1 & 2 
SW/14/0274: 

Variation of condition 17 of planning permission SW/13/1398 to 
substitute revised elevations including white and grey render walls 
and composite aluminium cladding - Former Focus Store, 52 West 
Street, SITTINGBOURNE; REASON 2 
SW/14/0275: 

Variation of conditions 14 and 17 of planning permission 
SW/13/1398 to reduce the width of landscaping in order to retain 
73 parking bays, a compliant 1100 mm fire escape footpath, and 
a safe 7 m aisle between parking bays. 8 trees and a spacious 
landscaping bund are proposed - Former Focus Store, 52 West 
Street, SITTINGBOURNE; REASON 2 
Particulars of the proposal(s) can be obtained from Planning 
Services, Swale Borough Council, Swale House, East Street, 
Sittingboume, where copies of the applications and all documents 
submitted with them may be inspected during office hours; any 
representations should be made in writing to this address. 

James Freeman 
Head of Planning 


LEGAL AND PUBLIC NOTICES 


LICENSING ACT 2003: 
VARIATION of Premises Licence 

Take notice that Kuldeep Sandhu has made an 
application in accordance with the Licensing Act 2003 
for a variation to the premises licence for Stop and Shop, 
16-18 Canterbury Street, Gillingham , Kent ME7 5TX . 
The application is to: Change consent for the sale of 
alcohol from numbers 16-20 Canterbury Street to 16-18 
Canterbury Street. 

This application has been made to Medway Council, 
Gun Wharf, Dock Road, Chatham Kent, ME4 4TR. Full 
details of the application and plans can be viewed at Gun 
Wharf , Dock Road, Chatham Kent, ME4 4TR during 
normal hours of business. 

Any interested party who wishes to make a representation 
about this application should do so in writing to Medway 
Council, Gun Wharf, Dock Road, Chatham Kent, ME4 
4TR or by sending an email to licensing@medway.gov. 
uk. no later than 19th April 2014. 

It is an offence knowingly or recklessly to make a false 
statement in connection with an application which, upon 
conviction, carries a maximum fine of £5,000. 
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Sport 

Greg Miles talks to the Kent Cricket Board to find out if it really does matter what your background is 


Route to the top is as open 
as ever for wannabe pros 



O UT on the sports fields at 
school we all dream 
about emulating our 
idols, be it David Beck¬ 
ham, or Rob Key and 
James Tredwell, but how exactly does 
it get from that stage to reality? 

Ability and determination obvi¬ 
ously count for a lot, but then so do 
the opportunities that you have to 
take advantage of. 

When it comes to cricket, the Kent 
Cricket Board oversees the recrea¬ 
tional side of the game in the county 
and knows what it takes to go from 
playing at school-age level to the cusp 
of earning a professional contract. 

In years gone by there has been a 
perception that it makes a great deal 
of difference which school you go to - 
a state or public school - but the chair 
of high-performance cricket at KCB, 
David Turner, dispels those myths. 

“Some parents think their child 
has got a better chance of making it 
as a professional if they go to a public 
school, but it is simply not true,” he 
said. “Picking players on what school 
they went to has never happened. 

“It’s not worth it. What you want is 
the best players to win games, not 
pick someone because they’ve gone to 
a very good school. 

“It wasn’t and it isn’t viewed as the 
main way in to professional cricket. 
There are more professionals involved 
from state schools rather than public 
schools. 

“The picture is slightly skewed per¬ 
haps now, more than it was, because 
public schools are saying here is a 
talented 13 year-old, here’s a scholar¬ 
ship. They like having him and the 
player can have intensive training.” 

A good example of that is Kent’s 
Daniel Bell-Drummond. The 20-year- 
old, born in Lewisham, was captain 
of his state school as a youngster but 
took up the offer of a scholarship at 
the prestigious sporting school 
Millfield in Somerset, where he played 
as well before signing his first profes¬ 
sional deal for Kent aged 17. 

Kent signing from last season 
Callum Haggett also came through 
the production line at Millfield. 

At a younger age-level there are 65 
to 70 schools in the county partici¬ 
pating in age-group cricket from 
under-12 to under-15, while there are 
fewer at senior levels, with exams on 
the agenda. 

It creates a vast pool of talent to 
keep tabs on and select from for the 
various representative county age 
groups. 

Cricket has been put back on the 
agenda in state schools in the last 
decade, with fears expressed before 
then that it was in danger of dying 
out and youngsters becoming disen¬ 
gaged through a lack of proper facili- 
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ties and opportunities. But, in Kent at 
least, there has been a steady stream 
of talent coming through the system 
making it to the first team, as shown 
by the list on the opposite page. 

“The first thing you have to do is 
identify who the talented players 
are,” said Turner. 

“You have to have involvement 
with youngsters and encourage them 
to play for their school, and then play 
for a district side. That’s the first filter. 

“We then ask the district who could 
go further. They come to winter net 
sessions before Christmas and from 
that we select the winter squads. 

“It is not just the 14 players for the 

Some parents think 
their child has got a 
better chance of 
making it as a 
professional if they go 
to a public school, but it 
is simply not true 


David Turner, 

on the public-school perception 


summer but 18 or 19. They come 
back and have coaching, which is 
quite intensive. We then pick the 
summer squads from that. 

“Some won’t have improved and 
more come in, and it goes on until 
you get the cream at the top. On top of 
that you have to have the fail-safe, 
which is the advice from people let¬ 
ting us know about things like other 
players.” 

Youngsters in with a chance for 
making the grade are now better pre¬ 
pared than ever, says Mr Turner, 
with a more professional approach 
taken earlier down the line. 

“Up until 15 years ago all the coun¬ 
ty sides were run by Kent Schools’ 
Cricket Association and players came 
through that,” he said. “They would 
go through the Kent second XI, get 
their grooming and go on into profes¬ 
sional cricket. 

“What has changed quite dramati¬ 
cally and prepares them much better 
is there is intensive coaching in the 
age-group sides and the best ones 
who we think could go professional 
will join the Kent Cricket Academy 
and get specialist training. 

“The talent identification has prob¬ 
ably improved, but the coaching and 
preparation is the thing that’s 
changed. Now they are much more 
KMI 


prepared. One of the most difficult 
things to prepare is their mental ap¬ 
proach, whether they can cope with 
failure or success. 

“The youngsters know they have 
got to perform. Going through a 
phase where things aren’t right is all 
part of the learning curve. If they say 
I can’t do it and give up, it tells you 
something about their personality. 

“Kent has always had a very good 
production line. It has a better one 
than it appears because there’s not 
enough room and players have to go 
off and play elsewhere.” 

O f course not every child who 
comes into contact with 
cricket will play profession¬ 
ally, but it gives the sport its 
future fans and amateur players. 

Before Christmas the results of the 
annual Active People Survey, which 
gauges participation numbers in 
each sport, were published. 

It showed a decline in people play¬ 
ing cricket, with a drop of 41,000 to 
148,000 nationwide. 

However, it should not be setting 
alarm bells ringing for the future of 
the game, says Clair Gould, director 
of operations at Kent Cricket Board. 

“It’s not the ideal time to do a sur¬ 
vey just before Christmas when peo- 


kk You can have a 
drop-off at the start of a 
season if the weather’s 
bad as it was the season 
before last-it can 
affect people. It can 
be very cyclical JJ 


Clair Gould, 

on participation numbers 

pie aren’t playing cricket,” she said. 
“It was a shock to people, but it 
shouldn’t be. 

“You can have a drop-off at the 
start of a season if the weather’s bad 
as it was the season before last - it can 
affect people. It can be very cyclical. 
People can panic a bit, but things pick 
up with the weather.” 

Making sport competitive at a 
young age has been a hot topic in the 
last few years as the nation debated 
how best to nurture the next wave of 
talent following the success of the 
2012 Olympics. 

Cricket is no different in that re¬ 
spect, with initiatives like Chance To 
Shine taking the game into schools 
for the last decade. 

“I come from a competitive back¬ 
ground, but it is about striking a me¬ 
dium,” said Gould. “I think it will 
vary whoever you talk to or wherever 
you go. 

“For a long time it has been about 
participation in the lower age groups. 
The way you do that is working with 
primary schools. 

“There are things like pairs games, 
where you only lose runs, not wick¬ 
ets. Everybody is included in the 
whole process of the game. There is 
probably a happier experience, but 
you will still get competitive kids 
within that.” 

While it is important to foster a love 
of the game at a young age, it is just as 
crucial to make sure there are plat¬ 
forms for those youngsters to play on 
as they get older when they are think¬ 
ing about university and starting a 
career when sport naturally takes a 
back seat. 

“The retention age we are looking 
at is the 16-26 age group. It is always 
that age group. Weekend work and 
things like that get in the way,” said 
Gould. 

“Where we are fortunate in Kent is 
there has always been a lot of indoor 
cricket being played. 

“That keeps people or gets people 
into the game. It’s competitive, quick 
and it keeps people together that play 
outdoors, too.” 
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when you have your heart set on making it as a top cricketer 
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Kent players’ 
routes into the 
game of cricket 

PUBLIC SCHOOL 

■ Rob Key 

■ Daniel Bell-Drummond 

■ Sam Billings 

■ Fabian Cowdrey 

■ Callum Haggett 

■ Charlie Hartley 

■ Sam Northeast 

■ Paul Dixey 

■ Robbie Joseph ’ 

■ Rob Ferley 

STATE SCHOOL 

■ James Tredwell 

■ Joe Denly 

■ Alex Blake 

■ James Goodman 

■ Matt Coles 

■ Adam Ball 

■ Adam Riley 

■ Ivan Thomas 

■ Simon Cusden 

■ Phil Edwards 

■ Warren Lee 

■ Chris Piesley 





DIFFERENT PATHS: Kent batsman Daniel Bell-Drummond, bottom, got a scholarship at Millfield before joining the 
county, while Kent captains past and present Rob Key and James Tredwell, above, went to state and public schools 
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Jackson seals Airwaves drive 
a week before start at Brands 


AIRWAVES Racing has confirmed the return of 
driver Mat Jackson for the 2014 British Touring 
Car Championship. 

With the opening round at Brands Hatch next 
weekend, the Wrotham-based team had so far 
only announced Italian ace Fabrizio Giovanardi 
for the forthcoming season. 

But Jackson, who has been with Motorbase 
Performance, which runs the team, for a 
number of seasons, secured his return on the 
morning of the championship’s official launch 
at Donington Park this week. 

Jackson has 19 race wins to his name and fin¬ 
ished eighth in the series last season when driv¬ 
ing alongside Aron Smith and Tom Onslow- 
Cole. Smith has since moved on to Team BMR, 
while Onslow-Cole has moved away from the 
series for this season. 



SEALED: Jackson’s back 



MOVE : Ter Horst hits the big time 

Hull sign up 
Invicta’s goal 
ace Ter Horst 

FOLKESTONE Invicta hot-shot Johan 
Ter Horst has completed a dream 
move to Premier League Hull City. 

The 18-year-old has fired the 
Ryman One South side to the play-off 
places this season and gained plenty 
of attention for his exploits from 
scouts at clubs such as Charlton 
Athletic and Aston Villa. 

On Monday he signed a three-year 
deal for an undisclosed fee with the 
Tigers, who have allowed him to 
remain with Folkestone, where he 
has scored 17 times in the league, 
until the end of the season. 

It is an impressive feat considering 
it is Ter Horst’s first full season in 
senior football, having come through 
Folkestone’s academy set-up. 


Lillis returns to 
Lordswood after 
Halsey resigns 

JASON Lillis has returned to 
Lordswood as manager on a 
temporary basis until the end of the 
season. 

Former Gillingham man Lillis left 
the South Counties East Football 
League side in the summer to 
become assistant manager to Nicky 
Southall at Whitstable Town. 

He left that role last month and has 
returned to his former club following 
the resignation of manager Simon 
Halsey last weekend. 

Lordswood vice-chairman Paul 
Caulfield told the club’s official 
website: “It was considered that 
stability of the club was the most 
important thing at this time to 
ensure the remaining fixtures can be 
played and played competitively.” 

Eight former players are also back 
at the club following Lillis’s return. 

Dragons bring in 
ex-Broncos man 

THE Medway Dragons rugby league 
team have pulled off a huge coup by 
announcing former Super League 
manager Rob Powell as their new 
coach. 

Powell was head coach of the 
London Broncos when they played at 
Gillingham’s Priestfield Stadium 
back in 2012. 


Bollinger gets call-up for World T20 


NEW Kent signing Doug Bollinger 
will miss his first pre-season with the 
county after being called up for Aus¬ 
tralia’s World T20 campaign. 

Bollinger replaces Mitchell John¬ 


son for the competition after the 
moustached menace pulled out with 
an infected cut on his toe. 

Australia got their campaign going 
started against Pakistan on Friday. 


Keep up-to-date with all Kent’s sports news via social media on: 

Twitter @KentSport ^ Facebookwww.facebook.com/kentsport.3 
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VAUXHALL 




13 Reg Vauxhall 
Corsa 1.4 SE 5dr 

Representative Example 


60 Monthly Payments 

£149.92 

Cash Price 

£8995 

Amount of Credit 

£8995 

Total Amount Payable 

£8995 

Representative 

07.APR 


13 Reg Vauxhall 
Astra 1.4 SRi 5dr 


60 Monthly Payments 

£183.25 

Cash Price 

£10995 

Amount of Credit 

£10995 

Total Amount Payable 

£10995 

07.APR 


13 Reg Vauxhall 
Astra 1.6 SRi 5dr 


60 Monthly Payments 

£194.92 

Cash Price 

£11695 

Amount of Credit 

£11695 

Total Amount Payable 

£11695 

0°/.APR 


Cars shown for illustration purposes only. Finance subject to status, terms and conditions apply. Please ask for further details. 


Barnes Auto Store 


Sutton Road, Parkwood Estate 
Maidstone ME15 9FB 
Telephone: 08442 475 302 

www.barnesautostore.co.uk 
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